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ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS. 


TL XK TE have read the Treatiſe intituled, An Expoſition : 
of the DoQtrine of the Catholic Church in Mat- 

/ ters of Controverſie, Compoſed by the Right Reverend 
 Fames Benigne Boſſuet, Biſhop and Lord of Condom, Pre- 
> .ceptor to His Royal Highneſs the Dauphin. And we des 
= clare, That after having examined it, with as much Applica- 
tion as the Importance of the Matter required, we have 
found the Doftrine contained in it conformable to the Catho«= - 
lic, Apoſtolic and Roman Faith. And therefore we think 
our ſelves obliged to propoſe it, as ſuch, to thoſe whom God _ 
has.committed to our Charge. We are certain, the Faithful 
will be edified by it; id we hope thoſe of the Pretended 
Reform'd Religion, who read this Work with attention, wilt 
receive from 1t ſo right an Vuderſtanding as may conduce tc - 
put them into the Way of Salvation. 
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' CnarLes MauRICE LE TELLIER, Archbiſhop and Duke . 
ky of Reims. 

-. CH. DE RosMaDEcC, Biſhop of Tours... 

- Ferix, Biſhop and Earl of Chalons. - 
Dx GRIGNAN, Biſhop of Ulez. 

- D. vs Lieny, Biſhop of Meaux. 

- NicuoLas, Biſhop of Auxerre. 

” GaBRIEL, Biſhop of Autun. 
+ Maxc, Biſhop of Tarbe. | 
' ARMAND JonN, Biſhop aud Prince of Grenoble. | 
JvL1vs, . Biſhop of Tule. 
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XXII. Concluſion of this Treatiſe, 43 


A Table of Articles contained 
in this Treatiſe. 
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Approbations never before publiſhed. 


A Second Brief of our Holy Father the POPE, 


upon-the EXPOSITION as now publiſh- 
ed with an Advertiſment. | | 


Enerabilis Frater, Salutem © Apoſtolicam Benedifio- 

nem, Accepimus libellum de Catholice fide: Expoſitione, 

quem pia, eleganti, ſapientique ad Hgereticos in viam ſalutis 
reducendos, oratione auttum reddi nobis curavit Fraternitas 
tua, Et quidem libenti animo confirmamus uberes laudes quas 
tibi de praclaro opere merito tribuimus, & ſuſceptas ſpes co- 
piofi fruftds exinde in Ecclefam profefturi, Quamquam a 
preſtantiſſima diſciplina, qua egregiam DELP HINI indolem 
continenter excolis, auſpicari imprimis juvat ingentia Catho- 
lice Religionts incrementa: magna enim cum nomintis tuz [aus 
de in abſolutum religiof ſimi ac ſapientiſſimi Principis exem- 
plar in dies 36 8 ipſum inſtitui, conſt antis fame teſtimonio 
undique comprobari intelligimus, Ex quo opportunam, inter 
tot Chriſtiane Reipublice mala & pericula, graviſimi curis 
noſt ris ſolatium haurimus : quas etiam non parum levant novg, 
exque preclare filialis obſervantie ſignificationes, quas literis 
ſeptima Junii ad nvs datis confignaſti, in quitus priſcum illum 
ſanforum Galliz Epiſcoporum ſpiritum, ſenſuſque aperte depre» 
hendimus. Que vero viciſim fit erga te voluntas noſtra, & 
quo in pretio habeamus perſpettas virtutes tuas, Precipuis, 
ubi ſe offerat occaſio, Pontificia benevolentig documentis, tc- 
ſtatum tibi facere non omittemas, Venerabilis Frater, cut in- 
- terim Apoſtolicam Benedittonem peramanter impertimur, Da- 


tum Rome apud Sanitam Mariam Majorem, ſub annulo Piſ- 


catoris, die X11. Julii M. DC.LXXIX. Pontificatas noſtri 
anno 111. MaRIiUs SPINULA. 


And endorſed : Penerabili FratriJacoBoBENIGNO 
Epiſcopo Condomen. 


Extrait 


Er 
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Extrait - des Actes de TAfſemblee Generale dy 
_ Clerge de Francede M. DC. LXXXII. concer- 
nant 1a Religion, Monſcigneur | Archeveſque 
de Paris Preſident. 


Imprimez en la meſine annce chez Leonard Imprimeur du 
Clerge: Titre, Memoire contenant les differentes Metho- 
des dont on peut ſe ſervir tres-utilement pour la conver- 
fron de ceux qui font profeſſion de la Religion pretendue 
Reformee ; dreſle dans cette Aſſemblee, & envoye. par 
toutes les Provinces avec Favertiſſement Paſtoral de 
FEgliſe Gallicane: 


' A dixieme Methode eſt celle de M. Þ Eveſque de Meaux, 
cy-devant Eveſque de Condom, dans fon Livre intitu= 

le, Expoſition de la DofQrine de I'Eglife Catholique: par - 
laquelle, en demeſlant fur chaque article ce qui eſt precise- 
ment: de la Foy de ce qui wen eft pas, il fait voir qu'il uy 
a rien dans noſtre creance qui puiſſe choquer un eſprit raiſon 
wable, a moins que de prendre ponr noſtre creance des abus 
de quelques particuliers que nous condamnons, ou des erreurs 
qu '0n nous impate tres-fauſſement, ou des explications de quel- 


ques Dofteurs , qui ne ſont pas reeeites ni autorises de 


CPgliſe. 


The 


The Second Brief of our Holy Father 


POPE INNOCENT XL 


| Enerable Brother, Health and Apoſtolical Benedi- 
\ / &tion. + We have received the little Treatiſe of the 
Expoſition of the Catholic Faith , together with 
that Pious, Elegant, and Judicious Diſcourſe, fo proper to 
recal Heretics into the way of Salvation, which you have 
added to it, and taken care to ſend Us. And We do wil- 
lingly reiterate thoſe great Praiſes We have deſervedly gi- 
ven you, for this Excellent Work, and the Hopes We have 
of the great Fruit the Church will daily reap thereby. But 
above all, We expe the greateſt Advancement of the Ca- 
tholic Religion trom your continual Application to cultj- 
vate the happy Genius of the Dauphin of France : For We 
hear from all Parts, by the conſtant Teſtimony of Fame, 
of the wonderful Progreſs of this Prince, who by your 
Care, and to your Glory, becomes daily a perfe& Model of 
Piety and Wiſdom : Which gives Us great Conſolation, and 
very ſeaſonable, amidſt the weighty Cares with which We 
are afflicted, conſidering the Evils ſuffered by the Catholic 
Church, and the Dangers with which ſhe is threatned : To 
the eaſing of which Cares you have alſo contributed, by the 
Tlluſtrious Teſtimony you have given Us of your Filial 
Obedience, in your Letter of the Seventh of June, in which 
We clearly difcover that ancient Spirit and thoſe Senti- 
ments with which the Holy Biſhops of the Ga/ican Church 
were formerly endowed. For Our parts, We can aſſure 
you, Venerable Brother, that when Occaſion ſhall offer it 
ſelf, you ſhall find, by the moſt particular Marks of Our 
Good-will, the Aﬀe&ion We have for you, and the Eſteem 
We have conceived of your eminent Vertues. And in the 


MICAn 


mean time We do moſt afftetionately give you Our Apoſto- 
lical Benediction. Given at Rowe, at St. Mary Major, un- 
| der the Fiſher's Ring, the Twelfth of July, M.DC.LXXIX. 
and the Third of Our Pontificate. | 

EE Signed MARIUS SPINUL A. 


And endorſed, 7o Our Venerable Brother, JAMES 
BENIGNE Bifhop of Condom, ; 


—_— —_ PRI 
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Extrafted out of the As of the General Aſſembly 
of the Clergy of France, in the Tear 1682. 
concerning Religion ; the Right Reverend the 


Lord Archbiſhop of Paris being Preſident. 


© Printed the ſame Year by Leovard, Printer to the Clergy, 


Entituled, 4 Memorial containing the different Methods 
which may be very profitably made uſe of for the Conver-_ 
fron of thoſe who profeſs the Pretended Reform'd Religion ; 
drawn up by this Aſſembly, and ſent throughout all Pro- 
vinces, together with a Paſtoral Advertiſement of the 
Gallican Church. 


He Tenth Method is that of the Biſhop of Meaux, 
formerly Biſhop of Condom, in his Book intituled, 


An Expoſition of the Doftrine of the Cathalic Church: 1n 


which, by ſeparating upon every Article what is preciſely 
of Faith, from that which is not, he ſhews, there is nothing 
in our Belief which can offend Men of Reaſon, unleſs the 
will take, in ſtead of our DoCtrines, the Abuſes of ſome. 
Particulars, whom we condemn, or the Errors falſly impu- 
ted to us, or the Explications of ſome Doors, which are 
neither received nor authoriſed by the Church, 


AN 


tb 9X A 


46"; 
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El A fo 
ADVERTISEMENT 


This Preſent Edition. 


\ NE would have thought, thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd 
\ Religion, in reading this Treatiſe, ſhould at leaſt have 
Y granted, The Doctrine of the Church was faithfully ex+ 
pounded in it, The leaſt they could have alloweda Biſhop, 
was to have underſtood his own Religion, and to have ſpoke without 
diguile, 1n a Matter, where to diflemble wauld be a Crime. But never- 
theleſs, it has fallen our otherwiſe. 'T'his Treatiſe, whilſt a Manuſcript, 
was made uſe of to inſtruct ſeveral particular Perſons, and many Copies 
of it were diſperſed. Upon which the fincerer part of the pretendly 
Reform'd were almoſt every where heard to fay, That if it were ap- 
prov'd, it would in reality take away great difticulties ; But that the 
Author durſt never publiſh it, and if he ſhould, he would not eſcape the _ 
Cenſure of all thoſe of his Communion, particularly that of Rome, 
which would not frame it ſelf to his Maxims. After ſome time, never- 
theleſs, this Book, thus condemned to a perpetual obſcurity, appeared 
uſhered -in with the Approbation of ſeveral Biſhops ; And the Author, 
who knew very well he had only expreſſed init the Mind of the Coun- 
Ci] of Trent, apprehended not thoſe Cenfures threatned by the Reformers. 
It was not certainly probable the Catholic Faith ſhould be betray'd, 
in {tead of being expounded, by a Biſhop ; who, after having preached 
the Goſpel all his Life-time, without the leaft ſuſpicion of his Doctrine, 
had been newly called to inſtruct a Prince, whom the greateſt King in 
the World, and the moſt zealous Defender of the Religion of his An- 
ceſtor, -caules to be educated in ſuch a manner, that he may be one 
day one of its principal Supports. But theſe Gentlemen of the Pretend- 
ed Reformation ccaſed not to perſevere in their firſt Opinion. - They 
expected every moment when Catholics ſhould oppoſe this Book, and 
Rome 1t felt condemn it. | 
[Phe occaſion of this their imagination was, that the major Fart, who 
| a <NO\W 


ma -> An Advertiſement, 
1X 616 | 


know nothing of our DoCtrine, but as repreſented to them by their Mi- 

niſters under the moſt hideous Ideas, know it not agatn when ſhown m 

its natural Dreſs. So that it wasno hard task to repreſent the Author of 

the Expolition to them, as one who molified the Sentiments of his Religi- 

a and ſought out proper and qualifying Moderations to content all 
arties, 

There has appeared two Anſwers to this Treatiſe. 'The Author of 
the firſt would not diſcover his Name, and till he himſelf be pleaſed to 
declare it, we will not reveal the Secret. It 15 enough to us, that this 

M. Claude, de Work was approved by the Miniſters of Charenton, and ſent to the Au- | 
Langle, Daille, thor of the Expoſition by the late M. Conrart, one endowed with all that 
| | & Alix. Catholics could deſire in a Man, excepting a better Religion. The 
þ other Anfwer was written by M. N»guer a Miniſter, who 13 amongſt 
them of great repute, and has the eſteem of an able Divine. They 
| | both pretended the Expoſition was contrary to the Decittons of the 
| An p 3. 112, Council of Trent, They bath affirm the very Deſign it ſelf, of Ex- 
\_. 113,124, 137,pounding the DoCtrine of the Council, to be.prohibited by the Pope : 
Oc. and they both take care to fay, that M. de Condom do's only mince and 
Nog. P- 63,94: extenuate the Doctrine of his Religion. As they repreſent him, one 
95, 103, 119. would think that he relents, that he 1s coming over ro them, that he a-- 


| oo Pe bandonsthe Sentiments of his own Church, and embraces thoſe of the 

Nog. 9 : oo - Prerended Refornr'd. In fine, His'Treatiſe agrees not with that Profeſſion 
| | An; Avert.p. of Faith which the Roman Church propoſes to all thoſe who are of her 
ERC Communion, and they repreſent him at defiance with every Article. 


Rep. Þ. 3- If we believe the 4nonyms, this Prelate 1s come to a fair Compoſition. 
' An p.137.. about bi 4-46" gr He is willing to content himſelf with fuch a 
| Nog.-p.94 Reality of the Body of FESUS. CHRIST in the Sacrament as the Pre- 
| An, Avert. p. tended Refornrd themſelves believe. When he treats of the Invocati- 
þ 25,26,27, 28, on of Safnts, He endeavours to mitigate and extenuate this aac ip of the Re- 


29. man Church, both as to her Tenets and Practice. Together with the 
| on Avert, P* Veneration of Saints, he ſoftens that of Images, as alſo the Articles of Sats- 


Et hs.o6 fattion, Sacrifice of the Maſs, aud the Pope's Authority. As for Images, 

|. An Avertp.24: he ts aftamed of the Exceſs to which the Dofrine as well s the Prattice has 

' | An.p. 65. PÞeen carried. The 4nonymus, who reprefents him as if he had changed the 

An. p. 114. Council of Trents Expoſition in the Article of Satisfaction, will needs 

| have it, that this change in the Expr-ſſim proceeds from an Alteration which 

be introduces in the DoArine. In hne, he repreſents him as one who 1s 

- 90IDg over tO the Sentiments of the New Reformation; or, to uſe his 

|-=-2.210; own Expreſſion, !.ke the Dove which returns to the Ark, not finding where 

to reſt his foot. | 

An. p.104,368, He not only lays to his charge particular Opinions about the Merits 

of Good Works, and the Authority of the Pope ; but ſeems ready, if 

we would conform our ſelves to the Doctrine of the Expoſition, to ad- 
mit the two Articles which ſo much perplex thoſe of his Communion. 


'T here 


An Advertiſement. 
There is nothing generally more frequently repeated in his Book, 
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An. Avert. Pp. 


than the Reproaches he caſts upon the Author of the Expoſition, for 23,26: Rep. p- 
deferting the Communion of the Church of Rome, he wiſhes all thoſe of M. 3, &c- 
de Condem's Communion would reduce themſelves to the Moderations An: AVert: 
in this Book, and write conformably to its ſenſe. This would (fays he FP: 3% 


a little after) be a happy beginning - of a Reformation, which might 
have much more happy Conlequences. _ | | 
Nay more, he takes an advantage from theſe pretended Alleviations. 
Theſe Softnings of M. de Condom (fays he) areſofar from giving us an 
zl Opinion of our Reformation, they confirm us that good and moderate Perſons 
themſelves condemn (at leaſt a preat deal) that we do, and by conſequence in 
ſome meaſure acknowledge a Reformation to be uſeful and neceſſary. 
He ſhould have concluded quite otherwiſe. For a Reformation, 
ſuch as theirs is, which tends to a change in Doctrine, ought not to 
regard thoſe things which are condemned already by common conſent. 
But the Pretended Reform'd are willing to perſwade themſelves, the 
Honeſt and moderate Perſons 1n Communion with Rome, amongſt which 
number they allow M. de Condema place, in many things abandon the 


Sentiments of their Church , and come over as much as they can 
to the New Reformation. 


An p.85._ 


Thus you ſee what they are made believe by this ſtrange manner of - 


mit-repreſenting the Catholic DaEtrine. Being accuſtomed to that 
hideous and terrible Form in which their Miniſters repreſent it in their 
Palpits, they imagine thoſe Catholics who lay it open in its natural 
Purity, diſguiſe and alter it: The more juſtly we repreſent it as it 18, 
the leſs are they acquainted with it ; and they imagine we are going 0- 
ver to them, when we only diſabuſe them of their talſe Preoccupations. 

*T'is true, they ſay not always the fame thing. The Anonymus, who 
accuſes M. de Condom of making fuch conſiderable Alterations in the 
Doctrine of the Church, tells us, ths Expoſition has nothing new in it, 
but a dextrous and delicate turn , aud, in fine, nothing but apparent 
qualifying, which Conſiſting only in ſome Expreſſions , or in things of ſmall 


P.6t, 62; 


conſequence , gives no body any ſatisfation, and only raiſes new Difficulties, 


7n ſtead of refolving old. 
So that he ſeems to beſorry for having repreſented the Expoſition 
As a Book which made an alteration in the Faith of the Church in 


all 1ts principal Points, not only in the Expreſſions, but in the 
rine. : 


Let him take it which way he pleaſes. It he continue to think a 


Book, fo truly Catholic as the Expoſition , contrary to ſo many im- | 


porrant Points of the Roman Faith , he ſhows himlelf never to have 
had any thing bur falſe Idea's of its Do&rine. And if it be true, that 
by ſweetning only the Expreſſions, or retrenching , as he ſays, matters 
of {mall conſequence , the Catholic DoEtrine ſeems to him ſo much 

"We? more 


A; 


An. þ.3. 


———— 


An Advertiſement. 


more tra&able, he will in the end find the Grounds of it were better 
than he imagined. 

But the truth of the matter is, M. de Condom has not betrayed his 
Conſcience, nor dilembled the Faith of the Church, in which the 
Holy Ghoſt -has placed him Biſhop; And the Pretended Reform'd 
could not perſwade themſelves that a Doctrine which already appears 
les ſtrange by the ſole Expoſition of it, and that an Expoſition 1o plain, 
ſo eafie, and fo ſhort, ſhould be that Doctrine which their Miniſters 
repreſented to them full of Blaſphemy and Idolitrous. 

We ought, no doubt, to give God thanks for ſuch a diſpoſition , 
becauſe although it ſhew in them a ſtrange prejudice againft us, yet it 
gives us hopes they will look upon our Tenets: with a more equal 
remper, when once they are fatished that the. Doctrine of this Tirea- 
tife, which ſeems to them already more pleafing , is the pure Doctrine 
of the Church. So that we are fo far from being angry at them 
for making ſo great a difficulty to believe us when we propoſe our 
Faith to them, that we are obliged in Charity to give them Lights 6 
clear andevident,that they may not hercafter doubt bur it was faithfully 
expounded to them. "Phe thing ſhews it ſelf, and we need but tell 
them how this Treatiſe of the Expoſition, which they believe 1s con- 
trary not only to the common Tenets of the Doftors of the Roman Church, 
but-alſo to the words and DoArine of the Council, 18 approved by the whole 
Church; and that after having received divers 'Teltimonies of Appro- 
bation from Rome, as well as from other places, it has at laſt been 
approved by the Pope himſelf in the moſt expreſs and moſt Authentick 
manner that could be expected. 

This Book had no ſooner appeared in publick, but the good repute 
it had throughout France was teſtihed to the Author by Letters from 
all forts of People, from Lay-Perfons, Eccleſtaſticks, Religious, and 
Doctors, but eſpecially from the moſt Learned Prelates of the Church, 
whoſe "Teſtimonies he could even then have produced, had the Subject 
been ever ſo little dubious or new. 

But becauſe the Pretended' Reform'd are apt to believe us in France 
to have particular thoughts and Tenets which approach nearer theirs in 
matters of Faith, than the reſt of the Church, and particularly than 
Rome : It is convenient we ſhould let them ſee how matters were there 
carried 0n. | PE 

As ſoon as this Treatiſe was come forth, Cardinal Bouzlon ſent*it to 
Cardinal Bona, deſiring him to cxamine it with the utmoſt Rigour. 
Letters could no ſooner retufn from Rome to Parr, but there came alſo 
from this Learned and Holy Cardinal, whoſe Memory will be perpe- 
tuated in the. Church with eternal Benedictions, that honourable 
approbation of his, which you will find in the ſequel among the reſt 
that we ſhall ſpeak of, _ 

IE 


An Advereiſement:. 

The Book was Printed the firſt time about the end of the year 1677. 
And this Cardinals anſwer 1s dated the 2:6. Jenuary, 167%. 

Cardinal Sigiſmond, whoſe death the whole Church doth ſtill regret, 
writ no leſs favourably concerning it, to M. L*Abbe . de. Dangeau. He 
tells us exprefly, that M. de Condom has ſpoken.very well of the Popes 
Authority ; and whereas this Abbot had written him word, that ſome 
ſcrupulous perſons here apprehended left this Expoſition: ſhould be look- - 


ed upon at Romz?, as one of thoſe Explications of the Council prohibited 
by Pope Pins IV, he ſhews how ill grounded this ſcruple 1s. He adds, 


that he found the Maſter of the Sacred Palace, the Secretary, and the 


Conſulters'of the Congregation delP Indice, all the Cardinals-that com- 
role it, and in particular the Learned Cardinal Brancas Preſident of it 
of the ſame opinion, and that they did all of them-highly applaud this 
Tab of the Expoſition. 'T'his Letter bears date the 5th. of April, 
I672. 

TheReverend Father Hyacinth Libel; a famous Divine, . whoſe Me» 
rits and great Learning..raiſed him ſhortly after to the Dignity of 
Archbiſhop of Avign9:,. was at that time Maſter of the Sacred Palace. 
His Letter of the 262, of April, 1672. Written to his E. the Car- 
dinal Sigiſmond, ſhews what eſteem he had of this Book ; for he tells 
him, there 1s not fo much as the ſhadow of a fault in it, and that if the 
Author deſire it ſhould be Printed at Rome, he will give all the neceſſary Per- - 
miſſions, without altering the leaſt tittle in it. 

In effect M..P Abbe Nazari, famous for the Fournal des Scavans which 
he writes with ſo much elegance and exactnels, was at that time about an 
Italian Verſion. of it, which his E. the Cardinal 4Eftrees cauſed to be 
reviewed, -and did himſelf peruſe ſome of the Principal parts, that it 
might be entirely conformable to the original. 

'The Book had been already done into Engliſh by the late Abbot 
Montague, whoſe zeal and vertue- 1s known to .the whole World, and 
there wanted not ſeveral Teſtimonies to ſhew that this Verſion was 
well received by all the Catholics of England. This Tranſlation was 
Printed in the Year 1672; and in the Year 1675. 1t was put into 
Iriſh, and Printed at Rom? by the Printers of the Congregation de 
Propaganda Fide, Ns | 

'The Author of this Verſion, Reverend Fathet Porter, of the Holy 
Order of St. Francs, and Superiour of the Convent of St. Ifidorus, had 
ſome time beforeordered a Book called Securs Evangelica to be Printed at 
Rome it ſelf, in which a great part of this Treatiſe of the Expoſition was 
inferted, to prove the Tenets of the Church, when faithfully expound- 


ed, are ſo far from ruining the Foundations of Faith, that they eſtabliſh 


In the mean time the T:alzan Verſion went on with an exa&tneſs which 


became a Subject of that importance, where one Word ill rendred, would 


ſpoil 


'Congregation.. 
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ow the whole Work ; and the Reverend Father Capsſacchi, Maſter of 


the Sacred Palace, Licenſed it to be Printed in the Year 1675, asappears 
by his Anfiver of the 27th. of Fune following, to M. de Condow?'s Letter 
of thanks for it. : | 
This Prelate, after having heard from ſeveral parts of Germany, how 
this Treatiſe had been well approved of there, received a more ample 
Teſtimony of it ina Letter of the 27th of April, 1673, from the Biſhop 
and Prince of Paderborn, then Coadjutor, and at preſent Biſhop of Munſter ; 
in which-that Prelate, whoſe name bears with it his Elogzum, fays, that 
he took care this work ſhould be turned into Latin, that it might be 
made common every where, and eſpecially in Germany : but the ſucceed- 
ing Wars, or ſome other occupations having hindred the pertormance 


of it, rhe Biſhop of Caſtory, Apoſtelical Vicar in the United Provinces, 


was deſirous that a Latin Verſton, which the Author himſelt had exa- 
mined, might be made publick, and accordingly it was Printed at A4nt- 
werp inthe Year 1678. 

Nor long after,. in: the ſame Year, by the fame Biihop's order, this 
Treatiſe was again Printed at Antwerp in Datch, with the Approbation 
of the Ordinary, and the Doctors in thoſe Parts, ſo very profitable did 
this Prelate, who compoſes fuch excellent things himſelt, judge this to be 
for theInſtruEtion of his People. 

The Biſhop of Strasbourgh, who, notwithſtanding the miſeries of War, 
was no lefs careful of his Flock, refolved, about the fame time, to pro- 
cure that this Book might be turned into High Dutch, and Publiſhed 
witha Paſtoral Letter to all thofe of his Dioceſs; and having advertiſed 
the Poſe of his Deſign, his Holineſs cauſed him to be informed, Thar 


he knew the Book long before ; and that a he had heard from all Parts it was 


the occaſion of many Converſions, ſo the Tranſlation of it could not but be ad= 
vantageous to hy People. 

About this time the Irzal;an Verſion was finiſhed with all the exactneſs 
and elegancy poſhble. Monheur P Abbe Nazari dedicated it to the Car- 


dinals of the Congregation de ho” wang Fide, by whoſe Order it was 


printed in the fame Year 1678. by the Printers belonging to that 


In the Front of this Verſion was placed Cardinal Bona's Letter, the 


Capy- of whichwas found. at Rome, in the Hands of his Secretrary, as 


a+d the Approbation of M. P Abbe Rzcci, Confultor of the Holy Othce ; 
of Reverend. Father M. Laurence Brancati de Laurea, Religious of the 
the Order of St. Frazcs, Conſultor and Qualifcator of the Holy Office, 
and Bibliothecarian of the Vatican; and of M. P Abbe Gradi, Confultor 


of the Congregation det? Indice, and Bibliothicarian of the Vatican : that 


is, by the chief Men in Rome for Piety and Learning. 


This Book: was'prefented to the Pope, as the Latin Tranſlation had 
been befare:; - And he/had the goodneſs to order. M. Abbe de St Luke to 


write to the Author, and to let him know that he was ſatisfied with 
"We 


- 
Ne ide Hah 3 


and that a Catholic too, who writ againſt this Expoſition of M. de Condom. . 


An Advertiſement. ”—_ 621 
it ; which he alſo repeated ſeveral times to- the French Embaſſador. 
'The Author, who thought he had nothing more to wiſh for, after 

ſach an Approbation, gave, with a profound Reſpe, his-moſt humble 
Thanks to the Pope, 1n a Letter dated Nov. 2.2. 1678. In anſwer to 
which, he receiveda Breve from his Holineſs of the Fourth of Fan. 1679. 
which contains ſuch an expreſs approbation of this Book, that it cannot 
be hereafter doubted, but it maintains the pure Do&trine of the Church, 
and of the Apoſtolick See. 

After this Approbation, I needed not to have mentioned any others; 
but I was willing to ſhew how. this Book, which was threatned by the 
Miniſters with ſuch oppoſition m the Church, and which they imagined 
was ſo contrary to her common Derine, has naturally (as I may fay) paſſed 
through all the degrees of Approbation, till it came to that of the Pope. 
himſelf, which confirms all the reſt. 

Thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, may at preſent ſee how 
_ they were impoſed upon, when they were told, The Perſon was known, An.Avert.p.23, 


It would certainly be a oniggy thing, this good Catholic, unknown toall 
all others of that Religion, ſhould make the Enemies of the Church his 
.only Confidents in a Work which he deſigned againſt a Biſhop of his - 
own Communion. But this Imaginary Writer makes the World ſtay too 
long, and the Pretended Refornid are too credulous, if they ſuffer 
themſelves hereafter to be amuſed by ſuch like Promiſes. 

Thus one of the neceſſary Queſtions to be anſwered in vindication of 
the Expoſition is entirely diſpatch'd. We necd not now go about to - 
refute thoſe Minitters who held the Doctrine of the Expoſition not to be 
that of the Church. Time and Truth 95s refuted their allegati- - 


ons, that no room is left for a Reply. 
M. Noguier would frſt hear the Oracle of Ron ſpeak, before he would 


admit M. de Condom to have rightly explicated the Catholic Faith, IT give p, 41. 
"0 credit (ſays he) to theſe Approbations, which theſe Biſhops give im Wri>. 
ting. Other Doflors want not the like Approbations, and after all, the Oracle 
of Rome muſt ſpeak in matters of Faith. The Anonymus was of the ſame 
Mind, and both of them ſuppoſed nothing more could be ſaid in this - 
matter againſt M. 4 Condom, it once this Oracle had but ſpoken. This 
Oracle has now ſpoken ; this Oracle, I fay, which the whole Catholic 
Church hearkened to with ſo much reſpect in the very origine of Chri- 
{tianity ; and the Anſwer it has given, has ſhe 'n, that what this Prelate . 
has {aid, has nothing new, or to be ſuſpe&ted in it, nothing, in a word, . 
which is not receiv'd throughout. the whole Church. 

 Nay,. this Queſtion being anſwered, all the others are in a manner in» 
fenſibly diſpatchr. 

M. de Condom held, the Catholic Doctrine was never rightly. under- 

ſtood by the pretended Refornt'd ; and that the Authors of their Separa- 


tion 
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An.v. 36. 


.Nog. p. 83. 


Expo. p. 12. 


Ibid. p. 13. 
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diſpenſe with themſelves it they ſearc 
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-tion had magnified the Objects to render them odious. What he ſaid, 
. appears now molt certain, ſeeing it 15 manifeſt on rhe one {1de,: the Ex- 
poſition propoſes to them the Catholic Faith, in its purity; and on the 
. other, that it appeared leſs {trange to them'than they thought it was. 


But if they find their Pretended Reformers, to the end they might 


. animate them againft that Church, in which their Anceſtors ſerved God, 


and in which they thenielves received Baptiſm, were forced to fly to 
thoſe Calumnies which we ſee nuw arg not maintainable, how can they 

4 not a new? And why are they 
not afraid to perfiſt in a Schiſm, which is manifeſtly founded upon tale 


Principles, in even the moſt principal points ? 


They beliey'd, for example, they had good grounds to ſeparate from 
tne Church, under pretence, that whillt ſhe taught the merit of good 
Works, ſhe deſtroy'd Free Juſtihcation, and that Confidence which a 


Chriſtian ought to have in FESUS CHRISTonly. 


Their breach was principally founded upon this Article. "The Ane- 
ym thinks it enough to ſay, The Article concerning Juſtification 1 one all 


. of the chief, that gave occaſion to the Refermation. But M. Noguiers ſpeaks 
.more plainly. Theſe (ſays he) who were the Authors of our Reformation 
. had reaſon to propoſe the Article of Fuſtificationgas the moſt principal of all the 


reſt, and the moſt Eſſential Foundation of their ſeparating. At preſent then, 


Jeeing M. de Condom tells them, together with the whole Church, that ſhe 


believes we cannot have Life, but in Feſus Chriſt, in whom alone ſhe puts all 


.ber Hope: That ſhe asks all things, hopes all things, and gives thanks for all 


things, through our Lord FESUS CHRIST: and in fine, that ſhe places all 


| . . . - : ; | : 
Expoſ, P. 13. Þthe hopes of Salvation in him : What would they have more : 


'The Church tells us, That all our Sins are pardon'd by pure Mercy through 
FESUS CHRIST, That we owe that Fuſtice which i inus, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
eo hy free undeſerved liberality ; and that all our good Works which mwe do, 


are ſo many $f: of his.Grace, The. Author of this Expoſition, who 
teaches this 
teaches it as the clear and manifeſt Doctrine of the Council of Trent ; 


o&rine, do's not teach it as his own ; God forbid. He 
3 J 


and the Pope approves his Book. After this {hall it be again faid, Thar 
the Council of Trent, and the Roman Church overthrow Free Juſtifica- 
rion, and that truſt which the Faithful ought to repoſe in FESUS 
CHRIST alone? Is not this unſufferable? And it we ſhould hold our 
'T'ongues ? wouldnot the Stones cry aloud, and proclaim us injur'd ? 

It muſt be alſo granted, as it was taken notice of in the Expoſition, 
that thoſe Diſputes which" the Pretended Refornrd have raiſed upon ſo 
capital a Point, are almoſt brought to nothing, not to fay wholly refuted. 
No body will doubt of it, it they conſider what the 410nymus has writ 
concerning the Merit of Good Works with the approbation of four 
Miniſters of Charenton. We acknowledge (fays he) as in Fuſtice *we muſt, 
that M. de Condom, and theſe of the Roman Church, who hold he moſt 
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Orthodox Opinions concerning Grace, expreſs themſelves almuſt in all things 
as we do. We agree with them in the main. But fince he promiſed us fo 
much Jultice, he' ought to have acknowledged, that M. de Condom , 
whom he makes here to be of a particular Sef&t, has not ſaid one 
word concerning the merit of: Good Works, which is not taken from 
the Council. He faid, Eternal Life ought to be propoſed to the Children Expoſ. p. 11. 
of God, both as a Grace which i mercifully promiſed to them by the means of '*+ 15 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, and as a Recompence which u faithfully rendred 
to their Good Works, and to their merits, in vertue of that Promiſe. He 
ſaid, That Merits are the gifts of God, He ſaid, We can do nothing of our 
ſelves, but that we can do all things with him who ſtrengthens us, and that 

our whole Confidence s in FESUS CHRIST. And the reſt, which you 
may ſee in their proper place. By this means it is he has fatished the 
'Pretended Reform'd, and made them ſay, they agree with him in the 

main, Seeing therefore theſe Propoſitions are taken word by word from 

the Council, they cannot hereafter but acknowledge the Principal 

Subject of their complaints to be taken away, by the ſole propoſing the 

Decrees and proper Terms of a Council1o much hated and blamed 

amongſt them. 

What is it offends them moſt in the Satisfa&tions which the Church 

exacts from the Faithfu], but only that they think Catholics look upon 

thoſe of FESUS CHRIST as ene? Will they deny their Cate- 

chiſms, and Confeſſions of Faith, to be grounded upon this foundati - 

on ? What will they now ſay, when the Author of the Expoſition 

tells them, with the whole Church,: That Feſus Chriſt, God .and Man , 

was ſolely capable by the infinite Dignity of his Perſon, to offer up to God a 

Sufficient SatifaQion for our Sins : That thy SatisfaFtion is infinite 3 That our 

Saviour has Payed the entire Price of our Redemption ; That nothing rs wanting 

to thi Price, ſeeing it w infinite ; and that the Puniſhments reſerv'd, ſuffered 

in Pennance, come not from any defe# in the Payment, but from a certain 

Order, which he has eſtabliſhed to reſtrain us, by juſt fears, and by a ſaving 

Diſcipline ? Theſe and all thoſe otherExpreffions which make the Anc- 

»ymus ſay, this Author Extenuates the Doftrine of Satisfaction , and 

returns like the Dove to the Ark,are the pure DoCtrines of the Church, and 

of the Council of Trent, acknowledged for ſuch by the Pope himſelf. 

Why therefore will they make People believe the Church looks upon 
. thatas an aid to the SatisfaCtions of Feſus Chriſt, which ſhe propoſes as 

a means only” to apply it? And with what ſecurity of Conſcience 

could the Pretended Reforn'd, upon ſuch falſe ſuppoſitions, viclate 

that Holy Unity, which FESUS CHRIST has ſo much recommended 
to his Church ? 
— They look upon our Sacrifice of the Altar with Horror, as if 
FESUS CHRIST were again put to Death upon it. What has the Au- Expoſ.p.29. 
thor of the Expoſition done to diminiſh this horror fo unjuſt, but only 30. 
| -D repreſented * 


Expol. p.144 
&. leq. 


||| - Expoſ.p.6. 
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repreſented the DoEtrine of the Church faithfully ? He has told them 


this Sacrifice is of ſuch a nature, as it admits only a myſtical and 
Spwitual Death of our adorable Victim, who remains always impaſlible 
and immortal ; and is fo far from diminiſhing the infinite Perte&tion 
of the Sacrifice of the Croſs, It s eſtabliſhed only to celebrate the remem- 
brance of it, and to apply theVertue. "The Anonymus aſſures us. upon this 
account, that M. de Condom, minces the Do&trine of the_ Catholic 


Nog. p. 286:-Church : And M. Nogwier allo affures us, he has not expoſed the "Truth. 
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And yet he has only followed the DoEtrine of the Council, whoſe pro- 
per Terms he has made uſe of ; and the whole Church approves -his 
Expoſition. Who do's not therefore perceive how this Doctrine 
appears to the Pretended Reform*d more moderate and agreeable, on- 
ly becauſe they do not find thoſe Monſters in it, which they imagine 
to themſelves ? | 

The Anonymus himſelf tells us, The Article of Invocation of Saints u one 
of the moſt Eſſential in Religion. It is alſo one of thoſe, wherein M. de 
Condom ſeems to him chiefly ro ſoften the Doftrine of his Church; for he 
accuſes him of it no leſs than three times. But what has M. de Condom 
faid ? the ſame the Catechiſm of the Council of Trent ſaid, the ſame the 
Council it ſelf, and the Confetlion of Faith drawn from it has faid, 
and the fame which all Catholics ſay : That the Saints offer their Pray- 
ers for us ; Is what the Confeſſion of Faith fays: That they offer them by 
FESUS CHRIST; Is what the Council fays : Ina word, 'T hat we pray 
to them with the ſame Mind we pray to our *Brerhren, who are upon 


' Earth with tis, that uw, to Pray with us, and for th, to our Common Maſter, 
n the name of our Common Mediator, who is Feſus Chriſt. Behold what M. 


de Condom has Extracted out of the Council, out of the Catechiſm, 
and out of all the publick Acts of the Church, the reaſon his Doctrine 
has been ſo much approved. | 

This anſwer is ſufficient to ruine the very Grounds of that horror, 
which the Pretended Reform'd have conceived againſt our Doctrine. 

Their Catechiſm accuſes us of Idolatry, becauſe, by that recourſe we have 
to Saints, we place one part of our Truſt in them, and give to them what God 
has reſerv'd to himſelf. | 

But onthe contrary, it appears, that when we pray to Saints, we 
Pray to them only to pray for us; a kind of Prayer, which by its 
own Nature, is ſo far from being reſerved to himſelf by God, who isan 
independent Being, that it can never be addrefsd to him. 

And if this form of Prayer, Pray for us, diminiſhed the truſt we have 
in God, it would be noleſs condemnableto uſe it to the living, than 
to the dead; and St. Paul would not have faidſo often Brethren Pray for 
u5. "The whole Scripture is full of Prayers of this Nature. 

But (fays their Confeſſion of Faith) this is to overthrow the Me- 
diationof F, C. who commands 45 to retire our ſelves in private, and to pray 

| ; fo 
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to his Father im hs Name. How can any one imagine this, ſeeing nei- 
ther the Saints, who are in Heaven,nor the Faithful upon Earth, make 
interceſſions by and through themſelves, or in ther own Names; bur | 
only in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, as all Catholics teach with the _. 
Council? nes | Nog 

Thus the Catholic Church has only to declare, as ſhe do's, her 
intention never was to demand any thing of the Saints, but their 
humble Prayers in the name of Feſus. Chri/2, of like Nature With thoſe 
the Faithful offes up for one another upon Earth ; theſe few Words 
will convince for ever the pretendedly Refornrd, of having born her a 
molt unjult hatred. . 

But M. Neguzer declares, Let M: de Condom ſay what he will , he will _ | 
never be perſwaded, the Roman Church has no other intention (when ſhe tells Nog. P. 54: 
as, it us Profitable to invocate the Saints) but that we ſhould ask them * 
the aſſiſtance of their Prayers, as we do thoſe of the Faithful, who live a- 
mongſt us, But what will he ſay, now he ſees the Roman Church ſo 
vilibly approve what M. de Condom bad in effect only gathered from 
the Univerſal belief of thoſe in Communion with her ? But why then, adds 
M. Noguier, Do Catholics ask not only the Prayers, but the Aid, Protefion , Nog. P. 57+ 
and Succour of the bleſſed Virgin, and of the Saints? As if that were not 
a kind of Aid, Succour , and Prote&ion, to recommend the miſerable 
to him, who alone can comfort them. Such is the protection we 
may receive from the Blefled Virgin and from the Saints. It is not a 
{mall Succour to be aided by their Prayers, ſeeing they are at theſame 
time fo- humble, 16 pleaſing, and 1ſo efficacious. But why ſhould, we 
argue about words, where the thing is ſo evident ? The Expoſition 
produces to theſe Miniſters moſt certain Teſtimonies, by which it is - 
manifeſt, that im what Terms ſoever the Prayers we offer to the Saints be Expol. p. 6, 
couched, the Intention of the Church, and of the Faithful always reduces 
them to- thi Form, PRAY FOR US. No matter for that, the\Miniſters 
will never believe ir. "Fhey muſt then raze out of- their Catechiſm,and 
their Confeſſion of Faith, theſe accuſations of Idolatry, with which 
they are filled; rhey mult retrench in their Sermons. ſo many bloody 
Invectives, which have no other Grounds, and this they cannot reſolve 
on ; and let us make what Declarations we can of our Minds, they will 
neither believe the. Council, nor its Catechiſm, nor our Confeſhzon of 
Faith, nor the Biſhops, nor the Pope himſelf. 

It is not neceſſary to repeat here what 1s faid in the 'Expoſition as ExP- p 6. 7. 
to other objections, and principally as to that where they accuſe the 
Church of attributing-ro Saints a Divine Knowledge and Power, whilſt 
- the teaches, they can neither know nor do any thing of themſelves. 

But the accuſation of Idolatry has another Foundation, which they ,, a. , . 
accuſe 'M. de Condom to have palliated as well as the others. And -1r Rep y A 
6 , . : . Þ. OF» 
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ww _ Palliations, but to expoſe faithfully the meaning of the 
urch. | 
There needs no more than this to make the very Suſpition of Idolatry 
to vaniſh, according to the Principles of the Pretended Reform'd ; and 
they need only in this compare the DoCtrine of their own Catechiſm 
with that of the Council of Trent, repreſented in the Expoſition. 
Their Catechiſm upon this Commandment. Thou ſhalt not make to 


thy ſelf any Graven Image, Asks whether God forbids the making of. any 


Image ? And the anſwer is, No, but that God forbids only the making of a- 
ny Image whereby to 32:18 God or to adore it. Behold the two things 
which they think forbidden in this Precept of the Decalogue. 

od ao not pretend to 
repreſent God, and that, if they ſee in ſome Pi&ures God the Father 


Painted in that form which he was pleaſed fo often to appear in to his 


Prophets, we pretend no more to derogate from his Inviſible and 
Spiritual Nature, than he himſelf when he exibited himſelf under that 
form. The Council explicates ſuthciently to them upon this account, 
that we pretend not thereby to repreſent or expreſs the Divinity, or to give it 
any Colours ; and I think I ſhould do them an injury in proceeding to a 
clearer Proof. 

Let us paſs to the Second part of their Doctrine, and let us Learn 
from their Catechiſms what form of Adoration i condemned. To Proftrate 
ones ſelf, ſays the Anſwer, before an Image, to pray to it, to bow the Knee 
before it, or ſhew ſome other ſign of reverence, as if God exhibited himſelf 
there to us. This is in effect the Errour of the Gentiles, and the 
proper Character of Idolarry. But they who believe, withthe Coun- 
Cil, That Images have neither Divinity nor Vertue in them, for which they 
ought to be reverenced, and who place all the benefit, in their recalling 
the Originals to our remembrance, do not believe that God in them 
exhibits himſelf to them. It is not therefore Idolatry, by the conſent of 
the Pretended Reform'd, and according to the proper Dehnition of 
their Catechiſm. 

The Anonmus ſeems to have been ſenſible of this Truth m that 
place, where objecting this commandment of the Decalogue, he fays, 
that God forbids ro make Images, and to vhs or them. He is in the right. 
'The words of the Precept are expreſs, and the Images there ſpoken of 
are thoſe which are forbidden to be made as well as to be worſhipped. 
That is to fay, according to the explication of his Catechiſm, thoſe 
which are made to repreſent God, and thoſe which are made to ſhow him 
preſent, and which are worſhipped with the fame intention as full of 
his Divinity. We neither make nor ſuffer any of this nature. Wedo 
not Worſhip Images ; God forbid : But we make uſe of Images, to 
put us in mind of the Originals. Our Council, fo odious ty the Pre- 
tended Refornid Church, teaches us no other uſe of them ; Is this _ 
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enough to make them ſay, as that Church doth in her own Confeflion 


y Thi 


of Faith, that all ſorts of Idolatry are in vogue in the Roman Church? Is it Art. 28, 
for this her Diſcipline calls. us 1dolaters, and our Religion Tdolarry? Diſc.art.1 1.13. 
Without doubt they repreſent to themſelves other things than our Art. iv. 2. 


DoCtrine, when they give us the name of Gentiles: They believe we 
follow their abominable Errors, and that we believe as they did,. that 
God ſhews himſelf to us in thoſe Images. 

Had it not been for theſe mortal Prejudices, had it not been for 
theſe horrid Idea's which they frame to themſelves of the ſentiments of 
the Church, Chriſtians could never have imagined it fo deteſtable a 
crinie to kiſs the Croſs in remembrance of him who bore our Iniqui- 
ties upon the wood, nor that ſo {imple and natural a manifeſtation of 
thoſe ſentiments of tenderneſs, which that Pious Object- excites in our 
hearts ought to make us regarded asif we Adored Baa!, or the Golden 
Calves of Samaria. 

During this ſtrange preoccupation of the Pretended Reform'd, this 
Treatiſe of the Expoſition might well appear to them (which really 
in effect it did) a Book full of Artifice, which did nothing but extc- 
nuate the Sentiments of Catholics. But now when they ſee clearly all 
the Artifice of this Book is to ſeparate the DoCtrines which 'they have 
1mputed to the Church, from thoſe which ſhe profeſſes, that all the 
mitigations he makes in Doctrine, is that he has taken off that hideous 
Maſque which the Miniſters had put upon it : Let them confeſs this 
Church was not worthy of ſo much horror, as they had for her, and 
that at leaſt ſhe deſerves to be heard. 

Neither the Pope, nor the See Apoſtolic ought to be hereafter ac- 
cuſed of diminiſhing that adoration which 1s due to God, nor that 


confidence which a Chriſtian og. to eſtabliſh in his fole goodneſs 


through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, {ince they ſee, without farther ſearch, 
this Treatiſe of the Expoſition, which is made only to explicate theſe 
two 'Truths, has received at Rome and from the Pope himſelf fo Au- 
thentic an Approbation. | 

After this they will certainly be aſhamed of that Title which they 
give the Pope. No one can think on it without horror, nor hear 
without aſtoniſhment, that the Pretended Reforn'd, who boaſt to fol- 
low Scripture word for word, when the Apoſtle St. Fohn, who has alone 
named Antichriſt, tells us three or four times that Antichriſt is he who 
denies that Feſus Cory is come in fleſh, dare fo much as think that 
he,who teaches fo fully the Myſtery of Feſus Chriſt, that 1s to fay, 
his Divinity, his Incarnation, the Levrehmdance of his Merits, the 


neceſſity of his Grace, and that abſolute confidence we muſt have in it, 


ſhould nevertheleſs be that Antichriſt diſcribed by the Apoſtle. 
Bur it is objected again{t the Popes, that they are that wicked Perſon 
that man of Iniquity who has ſeated himſelf in the Temple of God ; an 
| - him 
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himſelf adored as God ;, They. who confeſs themſelves not only mortal 
' men, but finners, who pray every day with the reſt of the Faithful, 
Forgive us our offences, and who never approach the Altar without 
* Confefling of their fins,and without ſaying in the moſt effential part of 
the. Holy Sacrifice, they hope for eternal life, noe by their own Merits, 
but through the Bounty of God in the Name of our Lord Feſns Chriſt. 

*T'is true, they maintain that Primacy which Feſas Chriſt has given 
them in the Perſon of St. Peter ; but it is by That they advance the 
Work of Fefus Chriſt himſelf, the Work of Charity and Concord, 
which would never have been perfe&tly accompliſhed, it the Univerſal 
Church and all the Epi/copa! Order had not one Head of Eccleſiaſtical 
Government upon Earth, to make the Members ' act in concurrence, 
and acrolnlith in the whole Body the Myſtery of Unity ſo much 
recommended by the Son of God. It is juſt.is much as nothing to 
anſwer, that the Church has her true Head 1n Heaven, who Unites 
| her by animating her with his Holy Spirit : Who doubts of it! But who 
do's not know this Holy Spirit, who diſpoſes all things with as much 
. \weetneſs as efficacy, knows alſo how to prepare exterior means propor- 

--tionable:to his deſigns? The Holy Ghoſt both teaches and governs us 
interiorly : Therefore he eſtabliſhes Paſtors and teachers to ACt exteri- 
.orly. The Holy Ghoſt Unites the Body of the Church and the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Government : Therefore it is he places at the head a common 
Father, anda Principal Diſpenfer,who may Govern the whole Family 
of Feſus Chriſt, We call here to witneſs the Conſciences of thoſe of 
the Pretended Refornid Religion. -In this unfortunate age, when fo 
many wicked Sects endeavour by little and little to undermine the 
Foundations of Chriſtianity, and believe it enough only to name Feſus 
Chriſt to introduce indifferency in Religion, and manifeſt impiety into 
the Boſom of the Church, Who ſees not the neceſlity of a Paſtor, who 
may watch over his flock, and, authorized from above, encite all others 
whoſe vigilance might {lacken? Let them in reality tell us, if itbe not 
'the Socintans, the Anabaptiſts, the Independents, thoſe who under the 
name of Chriſtian Liberty would eſtabliſh indifferency in Religions,and 
1o many other pernicious Sedts, which they condemn as well as we, who 
Hy with the greateſt impetuoſity againſt St. Peters Chair, and cry loudeſt 
that his Authofity 1s Tyrannical ? I do not wonder; at it: Thoſe who . 
would divide the Church, or ſurpriſe her, fear nothing more than to 
"fee her March againſt them like a well ranged Army under one Head. 
Let us not raiſe a quarrel with 'any, let us only refle&t whence come 
"thoſe Books, wherein theſe dangerous Licenſes, and Antichriſtian Doc- 
*trines are taught : Atleaft none can deny bur the Sce of Rome, by the 
very Conſtitution of it, is incompatible with theſe Novelties .; and if we 
could not khow'by the Gofpel that the Primacy of this See is neceſſary 
for 'us, Experience it ſelf would convince us of it. Moreover, we muft 

nor 
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not be aſtoniſhed it this Author of the Expoſition , who plzces the 
eſſential Authoriry of this See in - thoſe things wherein all Catholic 
> Schools agree, hath been approved without dithculty. The Chair of 

St, Peter ſtands in need of no diſputing ; what all Catholics acknow- 
ledge without conteſtation, ſuffices ro maintain that Power which was 
given to it for edification, and not for deſtruction. "The Pretended 
Reforn''d ſhould hereatter give way no more to thoſe vain Phantoms 
with which they are trighted. What do's it profit them to ſearch in 
Hiſtories for the Vices of Popes ? When, it what they meer with there 
ſhould be true, do's the Vices of Men deſtroy the Inſtitution of Feſus 
Chriſt, and the Priviledge of St. Peter ? Shall the Church riſe in Re- 
bellion againſt a Power which maintains her Unity, under pretence that 
ſome have abus'd it ? Chriltians are acculfomed to reaſon upon higher 
and more true Principles, and know that God 1s able to maintain his 


Works in the mid{t of all the Evils which accompany humane Frailty. - 


We do then mp thoſe of the Pretended Reforn''d Religion, by 


that Charity, which is God himſelf, by the Name of Chriftian, which 


1s common to us both, not to Judge of the Dotrine of our Church, by 
what they hear in their Sermons or Read in their Books, where many 
times the heat of diſpute, and Prevention (not to mention any other) 
make things to be frequently otherwiſe repreſented then they are ; but to 
hearken to this Expoſition of the Catholic DoCtrine. Ir is a work 1n 
reality, which conſifts not ſo much in diſputing, as in explicating clear- 


ly our Belief ; In which to ſee how plainly the Author has proceeded, ., 


we need only 'con{1der his deſign. 
He promiſed inthe very. beginning, ; 
I. Tofropoſe the true 'Tenets of the Catholic Church, and to di/- 
tinguiſh them from thoſe which are falſely imputed to her. 
2. Tothe end no one ſhould doubt but that he faithfully propoſed 


£; Exp, Pi Ts BY > ns 


the true Sentiments of the Church, he promiſed to take them from the - 


Council of Trent, where the Church has ſpoken dect{ively upon the 
things in queſtion. ; 

3. He promiſed to propoſe to the Pretended Reform'd not all points 
in general, but thoſe which canſed the greateſt ſeperation betwixt them and 
w, and to ſpeak properly, thoſe which they made the occaſion of 
their breach. | OED 

4. He promiſed that what he ſaid, to make the Deciſions of the Council 


more intelligible, ſhould be approved of in the Church, and-manifeſtly conform- 
able to the DofArine of the ſame Council, 
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All this is plain and juſt. And, in the firſt place, no body can think 


it ſtrange, we ſhould diſtinguiſh the-Churches 'Tenets from thoſe which 


are falſely imputed to her. When Perſons are animated beyond meaſure, . 
for want of a right underſtanding, and when ſtrange prejudices move 
great diſputes, there is nothing more natural, nothing more charitable, . 
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then to explicate matters clearly. "The Holy Fathers praCtiſed a way 
fraudleſs and calm like this, to ſet men right again. Whillt the Arians and 
Semi=Arians decryed the Symbol of Nice, and the Conſubſtantiality of the 
Son, by the falſe Idea's they fixed upon them, St. Athanaſius and Sr, Hilari- 
45, the two molt illuſtrious defenders of the Nicene Faith, repreſented to 
them the true Senſe of the Councils : And Sr. Hilarius ſaid to them : Let us 
beth together condemn falſe Interpretations, but not deſtroy the certainty of Faith- 
The Word Conſubſtantial may be miſunderſtood : Let us reſolve how we may 
rightly underſtand it-We may lay down the true ſtate of Faith betwixt usgif we do 
12t overthrow what has been righth eſtabliſhed, but remove miſ-underſtandings, 

Tt is Charity it ſelf which dictates ſuch words, and ſuggelts ſuch means 
to reunite our minds, We may ſay the ſame to theſe of the Pretended 
Reform'd Religion : If the Merit 6f Good Works, if Prayers addrefled 
ro Saints, if the Euchariſt, if the humble ſatisfa&tions of Penitents,who en- 
deavour to appeaſe the wrath of God 1n voluntarily revenging upon 
themſelves by Laborious Exerciſes his offended Juſtice, 1f the Terms we 
uſe ofa Tradition which claims its Origin from the firſt Ages, far want of 
being rightly underſtood offend you; 'I'he Author of the Expoſition of- 
fers himſelf to give you the plain and natural explication of them, which 
the Church has always faithfully conſerv*d. He fays nothing of his own, he 
alledges not particular Authors; and to the end he may not be ſuſpected 
of changing the Tenets of the Church, he uſes the proper 'Terms of the - 
Coun Trent, where ſhe has explicated her ſelf upon theſe matters in 
gueſtion : what can there be more rational ? 

This wasthe Second thing he promiſed, and he has in this only follow. 
ed the Example of the Pretended Reforn'd.They complain as well as we, 
their DocEtrines are not rightly underſtood ; and the means they propoſe 
to come to a true knowkdg of them, 15 not different from that which M. 
de Condom makes uſe of. Their Synod of Dort requires that none judge of 
the Faith of their Churches from Calunmies picked up here and there,or paſſages 
of particular Authors, which are often falſely cited, or - wreſted to a ſenſe con- 
trary to their Intentions ;, but from the Confeſſions cf Faith of their Churches,and 
from the the Declaration of their Orthodox Doftrine unanimouſly made in this 
Synod. | 

The Faith then of a Church muſt be learnt from its publick Definiti- 
ons, and not from Private Authors,who may be falſely quoted, miſ-under- 
ſtood, and may alfo' themſelves miſ-explicate the Sentiments ef their 
Religion. Upon whichaccount it will be only neceſfary, that, to expound 
ours to the Pretended Reform'd, we produce the Deciſions of the Coun- 
cil of Trent. : 

I know the very name of this Council offends thoſe of the Reforma- 
tion, and the Anonymus often ſhews his ill humour againſt it. Burt what 
do his Inveftives avail him ? We go not here about to juſtihe the Council. 
It ſuffices for rhis Author of the Expoſition, that t dangins” of hy 
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Council is Univerfally received, without Conteſtation , through the 031 
whole Catholic Church, and that ſhe admits of no other Deciſions, in 
theſe matters of Controverſie, but of this Council. 
The Pretended Reform'd have always endeavoured to have theſe 
Deciſions thought ambiguous, and the Anonymns reproaches us alfo with 
_ .their being capable of a double or triple Senſe. "Thoſe. who bave not read an, p. 11, 12, 
this Ceuncil,unleſs it were in the Invectives of rheir Miniſters,and in the 
Hiſtory of Fra. Par, the declared Enemy of ir, believe them ſuch : Bur 
one word will Satishe them. . It is very true there was ſome Points the 
' Council would not decide, and they were thoſe concerning which there 
Was no ſettled Tradition, and which were diſputed of inthe Schools; Ir 
was but Reaſonabie they ſhould be left undecided : But for thoſe it has 
decided, it has ſpoken ſo preciſely, that amongſt ſo many Decrees of this 
Cauncil produced in-the Expoſition, the Anonymus could not find fo much 
as one,ini which there was this double or triple Senſe he objects againſt us. 
\. In effect, It is butreading them, and one ſhall ſee how they have nor 
any ambiguity, and that it s impoſſible for men to explicate themſelves 
more clearly. * | | 
We may put the Expolition it ſelf to the ſame Teſt, and judge by 
that, whether the Anonymus had reaſon to upbraid tha Author of this 
Expoſition with, thoſe rambling and general Terms in which (ſays he) he ,__ 
: 0 : Pp: 2.4 
 entanglingly wraps up the moſt difficult matters. | 
The third thing the Author of the Expoſition promiſed, was to treat 
of thoſe matters which gave occaſion to the Seperation. This is preciſely what V 
ought to be done, "There is no one who knows not that in diſputes there 
_.are always ſome ccrtain principal points upon which mens mindsare 
hxed. Ir is to theſe a perſon muſt apply himſelf who would make it has 
. buſineſs te' end or appeaſe thoſe Conteli Thus did: the Author of the 
. Expoſition, who inthe very beginning declared to the Pretended Re- 
+  fornid, that; he would expound to them thoſe Points from which they NE ING 
took the Subje&t of their Separation. And to ſhew it was a deliberateExpreſſ- 7 © 
on, he again declares the ſame at the latter end, that to keep himſelf fixed Expoſ. p. 43. 
to what ts principal, he omitted ſome queſtions which they of the Pretended 
' Reform'd Religion did not look upon as a lawful SubjeF of ſeparation. 
He has kept his word. moſt faithfully, and the Tirles alone of the 
Expoſition will make- it appear, how he has not omittedany one of 
.thole Principal Atricles. - a op oe gl | | 
So that rhe -Anomymu ſhould not have accuſed M. de Condom of having Avert. p. 22: 
ſome ſele Terms. to avoid the difficulties which give him the moſt trouble ; of 
leaving many queſtzons untouched, and making baſte to that of the Euchariſt, 
where he thought he could enlarge himſelf with leſs diſadvantage. T Repl. p. 168. 
_. -What an 4dea would he give us of this Book of the Expoſition ! But it 
deſtroys it ſelf... Every one ſees it was M. de Condom's bufinefs to enlarge 
himſelf upon that point of the Euchariſt, not becauſe he thought _F 
C - +0." 2-40 
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could do it with leſs diſadvantage, but becauſe this point is in reality the 

632 moſt difficult, and full of great queſtions. So- that it will appear he has 
treated theſe matters withleſs or. greater ſcope, according as they ap- 

d lefs or. more embroiling, not to him, bur to thoſe, for whom he 

writes. And if it be true that-he lays aſide theſe s or which give him 
the moſt trouble, it muſt be allow'd, thoſe whic give him the leaſt, are - 

in reality. thoſe which arethe moſt eflential, and thoſe m whichwhe Pre- 

rended Reform'd always.thought themſelves the moſt ſecure. He has 

treated of the worſhip due to God, of Prayers to Saints,of the Honor we 

render to them, as alto to'their Images and Reliques. 'He-has ſpoken of 

juſtifying Grace, of the Merit of Good Works,ot the neceſſity of Works 

of Satisfa&tion, of Purgatory, of Indulgences, of Sacramental;Confefſinn 

and Abſolution, of the Real Preſence of the Body and Blood of our Sa- 

viour inthe Euchariſt, of that Adoration w hich 1stherein due to him, of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and the Sacrifice of the Altar, of Communion under 

one Species, of the Authority of T radirion and that of the Church,of the 

Divine Inſtitution of the Popes Primacy, where he. has.in one word ex- 

Plained what 1s to be believed of Epiſcopacy. He has expounded all theſe 
difficulties,and there needs only a little honefty to grant he has been fo far 

from avoiding difficulties, as the Anomymus would have 1t thought, thar 

he has principally applycd himſelf to thoſe which the Pretended Reforni'd 

find the greateſt. The Anonymus tells us himſelf the Invocation of Saints is one 

of the moſt eſſential Articles of Religion ; and ar the ſame time he adds,chis 

p. 1, z5 one of thoſe upon which M. de Condom has been moſt prolix. W hat'points 
are more exactly treated in the Expoſition than thoſe of the Eucharift 
and the Sacrifice, that of Images, of Merit, of Good works, of Satisfa- 
Ction? and is it not in theſe the Pretended Reform'd find the greateſt diffi- 
calties ? In fine, we will ask even themſelyes, whether it be not true,that 
if they were ſatisfied in all thoſe points treated of in the Expoſition, they 
would not any.longer heſitate to embrace the Faithof the Church ? It is 

_ -therefore certain, the Author has treated all thoſe Capital points upon 

which both of us agree the "urn difficulties move. Nay more, 
he has always ſounded the dithiculty to rhe very bottom applying 
himſelf chiefly, according to his firſt promiſe, to thoſe parts where the Ca- 
tholic DoEtrine is accuſed to ſtrike at-the Foundations of Faith and Chrj. 
ftian Piety. It is not therefore to-avoid difficulties, he has left Ome queſti- 
ons untouched which are but Conſequences andfulkr Expheations of 
thoſe which he has handled ; or atleaſt, are ſuchas diſturb-no body : Bur, 
on the contrary, he has done it that he might apply himſelf with 
lefsdiſtration tothe chief difficulties upon which depend the Deciſion 

of our Controverſies. [o = : 

: /The Author of the Expoſition has been no leſs Faithful in performance 
_. Df hisfourthpronuſe, which was toaffirm notliing;to rhakerhe Councit 
XP-P- + better un » * tbhich © was 'not manifeſth' conformable to it, and ap- 
proved of in che Church, ” | The 
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"Tahe Anonymus looks upon theſe. words, and all the deſtwn of the Exg- 
poltion, as a Teſtimony which ſhows the DoRtrine of the Roman Church (tho An rep. p. 11 
explained jo clearly, and decided in the Coundil- of 'Trent) to benor yet-ſo clear, 
but that it. needs an explication,” OW i it | 

M. Noguier 1cemsallo to:draw the fame Conſequence, and-they have Nog. p. 39,40. 
both of them looked upon the Expoſition 45 an xplication which the © ; 
| obſcurity 6f the Council: ſtood in need of. ” 

- But we know how the obſcurity of a Deciſion, eſpectally in-matters of 
Faith, is not always that which make#* it be taken in a wrong ſence : it is 
a preoccupation of mind, the ardour of diſpute, thethear of Perſons en- 
gaged, which make them not underſtand one another, and often attribure 
to anadyerſary what he beheves the leaft. So that when the Author of the 
Expoſition propoſes the Deciſions of the Council of Trent to the Pre- 
tended Reform'd, and adds what may be uſeful to remove thoſe Impreſſi- 
ons which hinder them from underſtanding them aright, they ought not 
to conclude from thence that the Deciſions are Ambiguous, but only 
that notlung 1s ſo well digeſted, nor ſoclear but may be underſtood amils, 
when prejudice and paſhon interpoſe,. oO 

Fo what purpoſe then do 'M. Nognier and the Aimmuys objeR*tothe a. Pp. 10. 
Authorof the Expolitionthe Bull of Pope Pics LV. The defign of the Ex- Nog. p. 40+ 
poſition has nothing of thoſe Gloſſes and Commentaries which with great ; 
reaſon this Pope Condemned, For whar did thoſe Commentators and 
Gloſlars, eſpecially thoſe who have writ Gloffes upon the Laws? what 
did they for the moſt part bur fillthe margents with their own mnaginati- 
ons, which moſt cotnmonly ſerve only to corifound the Text, and which 
notwithſtanding they give. for the 'Text ir RIF? Let us-add, that, for 
the conſervation of- Unity, this Pope was _ not to permit eyery Do- 

Ctor to propoſe Deciſtons upon doubts which ucceeding tinteand vain fſub- 
rilries gre birth to. Nor has any thing' of this mature been done 


in the Expofition. It is onethity ;to interpret whats obſcurerand doubr- 
fy}, -another to'propels whati2 Uleary) and)to make ule wf-ir-ro remove 


Cafe irnpreifiors] The laſt ivwhicithe Avahor ofthe Expoſition, has en. 
deavoar'd precildy. And if he has added-ome of hisbwn Refledtion 
to the Decifionsof this Council,to make them more intelligible to theſe 


People who wellld yeverlook:upon chens withodt projudice; itis/beawnſe 
rhe preocewpatipn bled ſuc bs EEO SOOT, ) 
' But why (hoild ive fpealoany iozeg?l rhinknwkicksSirledr chowgh ? 
Wehave in ew workglven #-cermalt-figoholl'to's ighuenthe unders 
ſtatidings of 'th6ſe'whoare'the moſt-Zealolwito cnigincainthis ambiguity 
of the'Council.. They need: only read in-this Expoſition its Decrees 
whichare there produced, and convince themſelves by their.own eyes. - 

The moſt 177 pox nan thing here, is, that the Author of the Expoſition 
| was notdeceiv'd when he promiſed what he ſhould fay, for the better 

underſtanding of this Council, ſhould be manifeſtly of the ſame Spirit, 
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_ It. mult. not therefore be $i 
explained in this Work, are the {uhifing or the extenuating thoughts of 


5» TS & 


.narrowly, they. find, they give not ſcope enough to their InveCtives, they 


ed Church, by: che loſs of fo; great; a number.of her Children. Burt we 
cannot hinder oy ſclyes;frim hoping ſome great tte s towards the re- 
union of -Chriltiant,' under 2 Pope, who exerciſes {p pioully, and with fo 


petict a Zeal, free from Intereſt, che molt holy Function. in the World; 
gndunder.a [nem who prefers. before all the Conquelts that have en- 


larged his Kingdom, thoſe. that might. gain him his own Subjects to 
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SECT. I. 
The Deſign of this Treatiſe. 


Fter a-Conteſtation, for above an Age, with thoſe of the 
| Pretended Reform'd Religion ; Matters from whence 
they took the ground of their Separation ought to be 
ſuthiciently cleared, and their minds diſpoſed to a right 
conception of the Sentiments of the Catholic Church. 
So that to me nothing ſeems more proper, then to pro- 
ole her Tenets plainly, and ſimply, and to diſtinguiſh them right 
Fom thoſe which have been falſely imputed to her. - In effect, I have, 
>: ns ſeveral occaſions , taken notice, that the Averſion which theſe 
entlemen have to moſt of our Sentiments, is grounded upon ſome falſe 
Idea's, which they have formed to themſelves, concerning them ; or elle 
upon. ſome certain words, which are ſo offenſive to them, that they 
 tiramediately ſtop there, and never come fo far as to conſider the grounds 
| of things, Upon which account, I _ ght nothing could be more bee 
| | Ns | © _ Nenic 
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All Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity 


"neficial, then to explicate to them what the Church has defined in the 
Council of Trent concerning thoſe points, which keep them at fartheſt 
diſtant from us; without medling with that which they are accuſtomed. 
tro object either againlt particular Doctors, or againſt thoſe Tenets 
which are neither neceſſarily, nor univerſally received. For all Parties 
agree, and M. Daille himſelf is of this Opinion, that it 3s a very unrea- 
ſonable thing to attribute the Sentiments of particular Perſons to a whole body; 
and he adds, that no ſeparation ought to be but upon the account of 
Articles authenticly eſtabliſhed, to rhe belief and obſervance of which 
all Perſons are obliged. I will not meddle then with any thing but 
the Decrees of the Council of Trent ; becauſe in them the Church has 

iven her Deciſion upon theſe matters now in agitation : And what I 
Thall ſay for the better underſtanding of thoſe Decifions, ſhall be what 
is approved of in the Church, and ſhall manifeſtly appear conformable 
to the DoCEtrine of this Council. 

This Expoſition of our Doftrine will produce two good effeCts. The 
fr/t, that many diſputes will wholly vawſh, becauſe it will appear they 
are only grounded upon ſome erroneous explications of our belief. The 
Second, that thoſe diſputes, which remain, will not appear, according 
to.the Principles of the pretended Reform'd, fo Capital, as at firſt they 
endeavoured to Reprefent them; and that, according to the fame 
CTR, they contain nothing any ways injurious to the grounds of 
Fait 
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SECT. IL 


T hoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion acknowledg, That 
the Catholic Church embraces af the Fundamental Arti. 
cles of the Chriſtian Religion. 


A Nd to begin with the Fundamental and Principal Articles of Faith ; 

-&. theſe Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd Religion muſt of 
neceſſity acknowledg they are believed and profeſſed in the Catholic 
Church. WE, 

' If they. will havethem to conſiſt in believing we muſt adore one only 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and rhat:we muſt pur our tru 
in God alone, through his Son; who became man, was. Crucified, and 
role again for us; they know in their Conſciences we profeſs this 
Doctrine : And if they add thoſe other Articles which are comprehended 
in the Apoſtles Creed; they do not doubr alſo. bur we receive them all 
without exception, and have a pure and true knowledge of them. 

__ M. Daillebas writa Treatiſe, intituled Faith founded upon the Scriptures 
wm which after having expoſed all the Articles of Faith bets How 
I retcn 
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acknowledged to be profeſt by the Romaniſts. 
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Pretended Reforn'd Churches, he tellsus, they are beyond all coneſtarion'; 5 


that the Roman Church profeſſes to belixzve them ; that in reality they do not 
hold all our Opinions, but that we hold all their Articles of Faith. 

This Miniſter then cannot, unlefs he deſtroy his own Faith, deny bui 
that we believe all-the Principal Articles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
 Buttho? M. Daille had not granted thus much, the thing is manife {t 
1n it ſelf, andall the world knows, that we believe all thoſe Articles 
which Proteſtants call Fundamental ; fo that ſincerity itſelf demands 
oy ſhould without diſpute grant, us not to have really reje&ted any 
of them. 

"The Pretended Reform'd, who ſee the advantages we may draw from 
this acknowledgment, are defirous to deprive us of them, by ſaying that 
we deſtroy thoſe Articles, by interpoling others contrary to them. This 
15 what they endeavour to perſwade by Conſequences fin from our 
Doctrine but the ſame M. Daille(whoſe authority I alledge once more, 
not ſo much to convince them by the "Teſtimony of one of their moſt 
Learned Miniſters, as becauſe what he fays is in it ſelf evident) tells 
them whar they ought to think of ſach kind of Conſequences, ſuppoſing 
11] ones might be drawn from our DoCtrine. See what he writes 1n his 
Letrer to M. Monglat, upon account of his Apology. Altho' the Opinion 
of the Lutherans as well as that of Rome do's, according to us , infer the 


deſtruftion of the Humanity of JESUS CHRIST), yet this Conſequence 


cannot be attributed to them without Calumny, ſeeing they do formally rejeFt it. 

There is nothing more eflential to the Chriſtian Religion, then the 
reality of the Human Nature in JESUS CHRIST: And yet tho? 
the Lutherans hold a Do&rine, from whence is inferr*d the deftrudtion 
of this Capital verity, by Conſequences, which the Pretended Reform'd 
judge evident ; yet they have not ſcrupled to offer to Communicate with 
them ; becauſe their Opinion has no Poyſon in it, as M. Daille tells us in 
his Apology ; And their National Synode, held at Carenton 163 1, admits 
them to the Holy Table, upon this ground, that they agree in the principal 
and Fundamental points of Religion. It is then a certain Maxint eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them, that they muſt not in theſe Caſes look upon the Conſe- 
quences, Which may be drawn from a DoCtrine, but purely upon what 
he propoſes and acknowledges, who teaches it. | 

So that when they infer by Conſequences, which they pretend to 
draw from our DoEtrine, that we do not ſufficiently acknowledge that 
Soveraign Glory which is due to God, nor the qua uy of Saviour and 
Mediator in JESUS CHRIST, nor the infinite value of his 
Sacrifice, nor the ſuperabundant Plenitude- of his Merits: We ma 
defend our ſelves without difficulty from ſuch Conſequences, by this 
ſhort anſiver of M. Daille, and tell them that the Catholic Church diſa- 
yowing them, they cannot be imputed to her without Calummy. 

But I will go yet further, and ſhow theſe Gentlemen of the Pre- 
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Religious Wor ſhip terminates in God alone. 


tended Reform'd Religion, by the ſole Expoſition of our DoEtrine, that 
the Catholic Church is ſo far from ruining the Fundamental Articles of 
Faith, either dire&ly or indire&tly ; that on the contrary ſhe eſtabliſhes 
them after ſo ſolid and evident a manner, that no one can queſtion her 
right underſtanding of them without great injuſtice. 


—_— 
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SE CT. II. 


Religious Wor ſhip is Terminated in Ged alone. 


TO begin with that Adoration which isdue to God alone ; the Ca- 
thalick Church teaches us, that it conſiſts principally in believing 
he is the Creator and Lord of all things, and in adhering to him 
with all the Powers of our Soul, by Faith, Hope and Charity, as to 
him alone who can render us happy by the Communication of an inf 
nite Good, which is himſelf. 

This interior Adoration , which we render to God in Spirit and in 
"Truth, has 1ts exterior marks; of which the principal 1s Sacrifice, 
which cannot be offered to any but to God ; becauſe a Sacrifice is efta- 
bliſhed to make a publick acknowledgment, and a ſolemn proteſtation of 
Gods Soveraignity, and our abſolute dependance. 

The farhe Church teaches us, that all Religious worſhip ought to ter- 
minate in God as its neceſſary end; and that it the Honor which She 
renders to the Bleſſed Virgin, and to the Saints may,-in ſome lence, be 
called Religious, it is for its neceſſary Relation to God. | | 

But belive we explicate any farther in what this Honor conſiſts, it 
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will not beunuſeful to take notice, how thoſe of the Pretended Refor- 


mation (obliged by the ſtrength of truth) begin to acknowledge the 


_ cuſtomot Praying to Saints, and Honoring their Reliques was eſtabliſhed 


even in the fourth Age of the Church. Monſieur Daille rants thu 
much, 1n that Book he publiſhed againſt the Tradition of the Larin 
Church about the object of Religious Worſhip, and accuſes St. Baſil, St. 


Ambroſe, St. Hierome, St. Fohn Chryſoſtome,. St. Auguſtin, and many more 


of thoſe famous Lightsof Antiquity who lived in that Age, and: above 


all St. Gregory Nazianzen, who 1s called the © Divine by excellence, of 


having altered, in this point, the Doctrine of the three foregoing Ages. 
But it will not appear very liKely,, that M. Daille ſhould underſtand the 
Sentiments-of the Fathers of the firſtrhree Ages, better then thoſe who 
gathered, as] may fay , the ſucceſſion of their DoEtrine after their 
deaths ; and'this will be fo much the lefs credible, becauſe the Fathers 
of the fourth Age were fo far from perceiving they introduced any No- 
velty in that Worſhip, that this Miniſter, on thecontrary, has quoted 
ſeveral expreſs Texts, by which he ſhows clearly, they pretended in 
Praying to Saints, to follow the example of their Predeceflors. - at 
- Wi 
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without any farther examination what might be the Sentiments of the - 
Fathers of the three firſt Ages, I will content my felf with what M. 
Daille is pleaſed to grant, allowing us ſo many great men who taught 
the Churchin the fourth Age. For tho? he has taken upon him twelve 
hundred Years after their deaths, to give them in derifion the name of 
a kind of Se&;, calling them Reliquariſts, that is to fay , Relique-hono- 
rers; yetT hope thoſe of his Communion will have more reſpect for 
theſe great Men. They dare not at leaſt accuſe them of falling into 
Ldolatry, by praying to Saints, or of deſtroying that truſt which Chri- 
{tians ought to put in FESUS CHRIST: and it is to be hoped hence- 
forwards they will not reproach theſe things to us when they conlider 
they cannot do it without accuſing art the ſame time thele excellent 
Men, whoſe ay and Learning they profeſs a reverence for, as 
well as we. But ſeeing our deſign is here to expound our Belief , 


rather then to ſhow who were the defenders of it , we muſt con=- 
tinue our Explication.. 


[ wa 
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SECT. IV. 
Invocation of Saints, 


THE Church in teaching, it is profitable to pray to Saints, teaches 
us to pray to them in the fame Spirit of Charity, and according to 
the ſame order of Fraternal Society, which moves us todemand affiſtance 
of our brethren living upon Earth ; and the Catechiſm of the Council © Rom 2277 
of Trent concludes, from this DoCtrine,. that if the quality of Media- * 08 
ror, which the Scripture gives to FESUS CHRIST, received any pre- nu OvOGs 
Judice from the Intercefſion made to the Saints, who Reign with God _ 
it would receive no leſs from the Intercefſion made to the faithful who 
live with us. 
_ "This Catechiſm ſhows us clearly the extream difference betwixt our 
manner of imploring God's aſſiſtance, and that of imploring the aid of Pr 4. *i2. 
Saints : For (faith it) we-pray to God, either to give us good things, or to 9's orandus 
deliver us from evil ; but becauſe the Saints are more acceptable to him then far? 
we are, we beg of them to undertake our Cauſe, and to obtain for -us thoſe 
things we ſtand in need of. From whence it comes to paſs, that we uſe tio 
very different forms of Prayer ;, for-to God the proper manner of ſpeaking 15 to 
Jay, HAVE PITT ON US, HEAR OUR PRATER; whereas we only de- 
fire the Saints TO PRAY FOR US. From whence we ought to under- 
ſtand, thatin what Terms ſoever thoſe prayers, which we addreſs to 
Saints, are couched, the intention of the Church, and of her faithfu] 
rj them always to this form, as the Catechiſm preſently after ia: 
conhrms. ; | 


But 
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** Tavocation of Saints. 
Seſf: 25. Dec. But it is good to confider the words of the Council it ſelf, which 


preſcribing to Biſhops how they ought to ſpeak of the Invocation of 
Saints, obliges tiem to teach, that rhe Saints whe reign with JESUS 
CHRIST',offer up to God their Prayers for Men ;, that it is good and profitable 
to invocate them after an humble manner, and to have recourſe to their Prayers, 
Aid, and Aſſiſtance, to obtain of God his Benefits through our Lord TESUS 
CHRIST his Sn, who is our ſole Saviour and Redeemer. After which the 
Council condemns thoſe who teach a contrary DoCtrine. We ſee then, 
to Inyocate the Saints, according to the ſenſe of this Council, is to have 
recourſe to their Prayers for obtaining Benefits from God through FESUS 
CHRIST. $0 that in reality we do not obtain thoſe Benefits, which we 
receive by the interceſfion of the Saints, otherwiſe then through FESUS 
CHRBTand 1n his Name ; ſeeing theſe Saints themſelves pray in no 
other manner then through FESUS CHRIST, and are not heard but in 
his Name. 'T'his is the Faith of the Church, which the Council of Trene 
has clearly explicated in few words. After which we cannot imagine 
that any one ſhould accuſe us of forſaking FESUS CHRIST, when we 
beſeech his Members, who are alſo ours ; his Children, who are our 
Brethren, and his Saints, who are our Firſt-fruits, to pray wirh us, 
and for us to our common Maſter , in the name oF our common 
Mediator. | 
The fame Council explicates clearly and in few words, what is the 
mtention of the Church, when ſhe then up to God the dreadful facrifice 
to Honor the memory of his Saints. T'his Honor which we render 
them in Sacrificing, conliſts in naming them in the prayers we offer up 
to God, as his Bihful ſervants; and in rendring hua thanks for the 
Vi&tories which they have gained, and in humbly beſeeching him that 
he would youchfafe to favour us by their intercetfion. St. Auguſtin has 
told us twelve hundred Years ago, that we ought not to think any 
ſacrifices were offered to the Holy Martyrs, altho* the practice of the U- 
niverfal Church in that time was to offer Sacrifice upon their holy bodies, 
and at their Memories; that is to fay, before thoſe places where their 
precious Reliques were conſery'd. This Father has moreover added, that 
they made a Commemoration of the Martyrs at the Holy Altar,in the Celebration 
of the Sacrifice, not to pray for them as they do for other perſons who are dead ; 
but rather, that they might pray for us. I relate the ſentiments of this Hol 
Biſhop, becauſe the Council of Trene makes uſe of his very words 
almoſt to teach the Faithful, that the Church does not offer Sacrifice to the 
Saints, but to God alone, who has crowned them ; that the Prieſt alſo does not 
addreſs himſelf to St. Peter and St. Paul, ſaying, I OFFER UP T O 
YOU THIS SACRIFICE; but rendring thanks to God for their 
Viftories, he demands their aſſiſtance, to the End thoſe whoſe Memory we cele= 
brate upon Earth, would vouchſafe to pray for us in Heaven, Aﬀer this 
manner it isWe Honor the Saints, that we may obtain the os. * | 
0 
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God by their Interceſſion; and the Principal of thofe Graces we hope 
to obtain, i that of imitating them : 'T'o which we are excited by the 
conlideration of their admirable Examples, and by the Honor which 
we render in the Preſence of God to their happy Memories. 

Thoſe who will rightly conGider the DoE&rine we have propofed, will 

be obliged to grant us, that as wedo not rob Ged of any of thoſe perfeti- 
ons peculiar to his infinite Efſence : So we do not attribute to Creatures 
_ of thoſe qualities, or operations proper to God alone : Which 
diſtingutſherh us ſo fully from Idolaters, that we cannot comprehend 
Why ſuch a T'ttle ſhould be given us. 
And when theſe Gentlemen of the pretended Reformation object; 
that by Addrefſing our Prayers to the Saints, and Honoring them all 
the World over as preſent, we attribute to them a certain kind of Im- 
menſity, or at leaſt the knowledg of the Secrets of Hearts which God 
has nevertheleſs reſerved to himſelf,as it appears by ſo many Teſtimonies 
of Scripture ; they do not ſufficiently refle&t upon our Doctrine. For, 
in fine, without examining what grounds may be had to attribute to 
the Saints ſome certain degree of. knowledg as to thoſe things which are 
acted amongſt us, or alſo ot our ſecret thoughts, it 1s. manifeſt that to 
fay a Creature may have the knowledg of theſe things, by a light 
communicated to him by God, is not to elevate a Creature above his 
Condition. The Example of the Prophets juſtify this clearly, God 
having not diſdained to diſcover future things to them, tho* they appear 
much more particularly reſerved tohisown knowledge. | 

Moreover, never any Catholic yet: thought the Saints knew our 
neceſlities by their own Power, no nor the defires which move” us to 
Addreis our ſecret Prayers to them. The Church contents her ſelf to 
teach, with all Antiquity, theſe Prayers to be very profitable to fuch 
who make them, whether it be the Saints know them by the miniſtry 
and. communication: of Angels, . who, according to the Teſtimony of 
Scripture, know what paſſes amongft us, being eſtabliſhed by Gods 
Order, as adminiſtring Spirits, ro Co-operate with us in the work of 
our Salvation ; whether it be that God himſelf makes known to them 
our deſires by a particular Revelation ; or laſtly, whether it be that he 
diſcovers: the ſecret to them in. his divine Efſence in-which all truth is 
comprized. So.that the Churckhas:nor decided any thing about. theſe 
pn EO which God: might be: pleaſed ro make uſe of for that 
Pe boa ws 

But let theſe meansbe what they will, it 1$always certain theChurch 
do's not attribute to the Creature any. of- the divine perieCtions, as the 
1dolaters did'; ſeeing She permits us not to acknowledge, even in the 
greateſt Saints, any degree of Excellency which do's not proceed from 
God; nor any acceptablenefs in his.Sight, bur by their vertues; nor 
auy: vertue, which-is not a- gitt- of. bis Grace 3. nor. any ———— of 
Ky human 
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human affairs, but what is communicated tothem z nor any Power to 


aſſiſt us, but by their Prayers; nor, in fine, any felicity, but by a 
ſubmiſſion anda perfe& conformity to his Divine will. | 

It is therefore true, that by examining what are our interior ſentſ- 
ments concerning the Saints, it will be found we do not raiſe them above 
the condition of Creatures; and from thence one ought to judge of what 
nature that exterior Honor is, which we render them ; exterior ve- 
—_ being eſtabliſhed to teſtifie the interior ſentiments of the 

ind. 

But becauſe this Honor, which the Church renders to the Saints, ap- 
pears principally before their Images and holy Reliques, it will be pro- 
per to explicate her belief concerning them. NEED : 


' 


———_. 
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SECT: V. 
Images and Reliques. 


AS for Images, the Council of Trent forbids us exprefly to believe any 


Divinity or vertue in them, for which they ought to be reverenced ; To 
demand any favour of them, or to put any truſt in them, and ordains that 
all the honour which is given tothem ſhould be referred to the Saints 
themſelves who are Repreſented by them. | 
-  Alltheſe words of the Council are like ſo many Characters to diſtin- 
guiſh us from Idolaters, ſecing we are fo far from believing with them 
any Divinity annexed to the Images.; that we do notattribute to them 
any other vertue but that of exciting in us the remembrance of thoſe 
ay Repreſent, | ; 

he Honor we render Images is grounded upon this. No Man g 
for example, can deny but that when we look upon the figure 


of JESUS CHRIST Crucified, it excites in us a more lively 


remembrance of him, ho loved us ſo as to deliver himſelf up to Death for us. 


'While this Image being preſent before our Eyes, cauſes ſo pretious a re- 


membrance in our Souls, we are moved to teſtiie by ſome” exterior 
ſigns, how far our Gratitude bears us ; and by humbling our ſelves be- 
fore the Image, we ſhow what is our ſubmiſſion to our Saviour. So that 
to ſpeak preciſely, and according to the: Eccleſiaſtical ſtile, when we 
Honor the Image of an Apoſtle or a Martyr , our 1atcntion 1s not ſo 
much to Honor the Image, as to Honor the Apoſtle or the Martyr #n preſence 
of the Image. Thus the Roman Pontifical tells us, and the Council of 
Trent expreſſes the fame thing, when it ſays, that the Honor we ,render to 
Images, has ſuch a reference to thoſe they Repreſtnt ; That by the means of - 
thoſe Images which we Kiſs, and before which we Kneel, we adore JESUS 
CHRIST), and Honor the Saints, whoſe Types they are. | 

In fine, one may know with what Intention the Church FRonces 
| | Mages, 


Images and Reliques. 


Images, by that Honor which ſhe Renders to the Croſs and to the 
Bible. All the World ſees very well, that before the Croſs ſhe adores 


him who bore our Iniquities upon the wood; and that if her children bow 1 7! >. 


the head before' the Bible,it they riſe up out of reſpe&t when it is carried 
before them, and if they kiſs it Reverently, all this Honor is referred 
to the Eternal Verity which it propoſeth to us. 

They muſt have bur little Juſtice who treat with the term of Idolatry 
that Religious ſentiment which moves us to uncover our heads, and bow 
them Gre the Image of the Croſs, in remembrance of him who was 
crucified for the Love of us ; and it would be too much blindneſs not to 
perceive the exceſſive difference betwixt thoſe who put their truſt in Idols, 
out: of an opinion that ſome Divinity, or ſome vertue-was, as | may 
fay, tied to them, and thoſe who declare, as we do, that they will 
not make uſe of Images, but to raiſe their minds towards Heaven, to 
the end they may there Honor FESUS CHRIST or his Saints, and in the 
Saints God himſelf, who is the Author of all SanCtity and Grace. . 

After the fame manner we ought to underſtand that Honor which 
we pay-to Reliques, following the Example, of the Primitive Church ; 
and if our Adverſaries would but Conſider that we look upon the Bodies 
of Saints, as having been Victims offered up to God either by Martyr- 
dom or by Penance, they would not think the Honor which we pay 
them upon this account, could alienate us from that which we render to 
God himſelf. 

We may fay in general, That if they would but conſider how the 
affections which we bear to any one propagartes it ſelf, without being 
divided, to his Children, to his friends, and after that, by ſeveral 


degrees, to the repreſentation of him, to any remains of him, and to | 


any thing which renews in us his Remembrance; If they did but con- 
ceive that Honor has the like progreſſion, ſeeing Honor is nothing elſe 
but Love mixed with Refpe&t and Fear in fine, If they would but 
conhider, that all the exterior Worſhip of the Catholic Church has its 
ſource in God himſelf, and returns back again to him : "They would 
_ ever believe this Worſhip, which he himſelf alone animates, could 
. excite his Tealouſie. They would, on the centrary, ſee, that if God, 

as jealous as he is of the love of Men, does not look upon us as dividing 
our ſelves betwixt him and Creatures, when we love our Neighbour 
for the love of him ; The fame God, tho jcalous of the Honor which 
his Faithful pay him, cannot look upon them as dividing that Worſhip 
which 1s due to him alone, when out of reſpe&t to him, they Honor 
thoſe whom he has Honored. | | 

Is it true, Nevertheleſs, that ſeeing the ſenſible marks of Reverence 
are not all of them abſolutely neceſſary, the Church might without the 
leaſt alteration in her DoCtrine, extend theſe exterior Practices more or 
lefs, according to the different OS of times, places, or occur- 


Yences,,. 
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10 | Tuſtificationt. 
rences, being defirous that her children ſhould not be {laviſhly ſubje& 
ro ſenſible things, but only excited, and, as it were, advertiſed by thaw 
means to fly to God, and to offer up to him in Spirit and in Truth that 
Rational Service which he expects from: his Creatures. 

One may ſee by this DoGtrine with what Truth I affirmed, that a 
great part of our Controverſies would vaniſh by the ſole underſtanding 
of the Terms, if theſe Points were but diſcufled with Charity. And it 
our Adverfaries would but with Moderation conſtder the foregoing Ex- 
plications, which comprehend the expreſs Doctrine af the Council of 
Trent, they would ceaſe to accuſe us of injuring the Mediation of FE- 
SUS CHRIST, of invocating the Saints, and adoring Images. after a 
manner which is peculiar to God alone. It is true, that ſeeing, in one 
ſenſe, Adoration, Invocation, and the Name of Mediator are only pro- 
per to God and FESUS CHRIST, 1t 1s no hard matter to milapply theſe 
Terms, whereby to render our Doctrine odious. But if they be ttrictly 
kept to that ſenſe in which we uſe them, theſe Objections and Accufati- 
ons will loſe their force ; and if any other leſs important Ditfculties re- 
main to theſe Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, Sincerity 
will oblige them to acknowledge they are fatisficd as to. the principal 
Subje&t of their Complaints. 

urthermore, there is nothing ſo unjuſt as to accuſe the Church of 

placing all her Piety in theſe Devotions to the Saints, ſeeing, as we have 

Sef. 29, Dec. de already obſerved, the Council of Trent contents it ſelf to teach the Faith- 
invoc, &c, ful, That this Practice is good and beneficial, without ſaying any more of 
jt. So that the Intention of the Church is only to condemn thoſe who 

reject this Practice, either out of Diſreſpe&t or Error. She is obliged to 

cendemn them, becauſe ſhe is obliged not to ſuffer any PraCtice which 

is beneficial to Salvation to be deſpiſed, nor a DoGtrine authoriſed by 

Antiquity to be condemned by Novelliſts. 


ens wy 
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SECT. VL 
Tuſtification. 


He Doctrine of Juſtification will ſhew yet more clearly how many 

& Dithculties may be ended by a plain Expoſition of our Sentiments. 
Thoſe who are never lo little yerſed in the Hiſtory of the Pretended 

' Reformation, arefnot ignorant how the firſt Authors propos'd this Ar- 
ticle to all the World as the Principal of all the reſt, and as the moſt 
eſſential Cauſe of their Separation : So that this is the moſt neceſlary 


to be well underſtoad. | 
Conc. T id. Se We believe, in the firit place, "That our Sins ave freely forgiven us by 
WK. c. 9. the Divive Mercy, for FESUS CHRIST's ſake. 'Thele are the exprets 


Terms 


Tuſtification 11% 

Terms of the Council of Trent. which adds, that we are [aid to be juſtia 
fied gratis, becauſe none of thoſe afts which Preceed Juſtification, whether they 1hid.c. 8. 
be Faith or Good Works, can merit this Grace. | 

Seeing the Scripture explicates the remiſſion of Sins, by ſometimes 
telling us that God covers them, and ſometimes that he rakes them away, and 
blots them out by the Grace of his Holy Spirit, which makes us new Creatures ;, _ p 
We believe, that to form a perfeCt Idea of the Juſtification of a Sinner, *** *' #2 © 77 
we muſt joyn together both theſe Expreſſions. For which Reaſon we 
believe our fins not only to be covered, but alfo entirely waſhed away b 
the Blood of FESUS CHRIST, and by the Grace of Regeneration ; which 
is ſo far from obſcuring or leſſening that Idea which we ought to have 
of the Merit of this Blood,on the contrary it heightens and augments it. 

So that the Juſtice of FESUS CHRIST is not only imputed, but at 
ally Communicated to the Faithful, by the operation of the Holy Spirit ; 
inſfomuch that they are not only reputed, but rendred juſt by his Grace. 

If that Righteouſneſs which is in us were only ſuch in the Eyes of 
Men, it would not be the work of the Holy Ghoſt : It is then a 
Righteouſneſs and that before God, ſeeing it is God himfelf who pro- 
duces it in us, by pouring forth his Charity in our. Hearts. 

Nevertheleſs it is too true, that zhe fleſh Rebels againſt the Spirit, and Gal. 5. 17. 
the Spirit apainſt the fleſh, and that we all cage 1n many things, So that, Jam. 3+ 2. 
tho' our Juſtice be truly ſuch, by the infuſion of his Charity, yer it is 
not perfect Juſtice ; becauſe of the Combar of Concupiſence : Infomuch 
that the continual {ighings of a Soul, penitent for her offences, is the 
moſt neceſſary Duty of a Chriſtian righteouſneſs, which obliges us to 
confeſs humbly with St. Auguſtine, that our juſtice in this life conſiſts 
rather in the Remiſſion of Sin, than in the perfe&tion of Vertues. 


LO — 


SECT. VII. 


Merits of Good Works 


S tothe Merit of Good works, the Catholic Church teacheth us, 
that eternal life ought to be propoſed to the Children of God, both as a 
Grace, which is mercifully promiſed to them by the Mediation of our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST, and as 4 recompence which is faithfully rendred to their 
ood Works, and Merits, in vertue of this Promiſe, "Theſe are the proper 
Form of the Council of Trexze, But leſt human Pride ſhould flatter ir 
ſelf with an opinion of a prefumptuous merit, the fame Council teach- 7:2. 
eth us, that al the price and value of a Chriſtians works proceeds from 
the ſanfifying Grace which is given us grats in the Name of FESUS 
CHRIST, and that it-is an effe&t of the continual Influence of this Divine 
Head upon its Members. | | | 
Really the Precepts, Exhortations, Pronuſes, Threatnings, and 
C2 Reproaches 


Seft. Ge C. 16s 


"6s 


Seſſ.6,c, 16. 


Merits of Good Works 


Reproaches of the Goſpel, ſhew clearly enough, we muft work out our 
Salvation by the Co-operation of our Wills together with the Grace of 
God afliſting us: But it is one of our Firſt Principles, That the Free- 
will can a&t nothing conducing to Eternal Happineſs, but as it is moved 
andelevated by the Holy Gholt. 

So that the Church knowing it is this Divine Spirit which works in 
us by his Graces all the Good we do, ſhe is obliged to believe the 
Good Works of the Faithful are very acceptable to God, and of great 
conſideration before him : And it isjuſt ſhe ſhould make uſe of the word 
Merit, with all Chriſtian Antiquity, whereby ſhe may Principally de- 
note the value, the price, and the dignity of thoſe Works which we 
perform through Grace. But ſeeing all their SanCtity comes from God, 
who produces them in us, the ſame Church has in the Council of Trent 
received theſe words of St. Auguſtin, as a DoEtrine of Catholic Faith , 
That God Crowns his own Gifts in crowning the Merits of his Servants. 

We beg of thoſe who love 'T ruth and Peace, that they would be plea- 
ſed here to read the words of this Council a little more at length, to 
the end they may once for all diſabuſe themſelves of thoſe falſe impreſſi- 
ons which have been given them concerningour DoCtrine. Although 
we ſee,fay the Fathers in this Council, that holy Writ eſteems Good works 


fo much, that JESUS CHRIST himſelf premiſes, a glaſs of cold water 


given to the poor ſhall not want its reward ;, and that the Apoſtle teſtifies how 
a moment of light pain endured in this world, ſhall produce an eternal weight 
of Glory : Nevertheleſs, God forbid a Chriſtian ſhould glory in himſelf, - and 
not in our Lord, whoſe Bounty is ſo great to all men, that he will have thoſe 
gifts which he beſtows upon them to be their merits. 

his Doctrine is diſperſed throughout the whole Council , which 
teacheth us in another Seſſion, "I hat we, who can do nothing of our ſelves, 
can do all things with him who ſtrengthens us, in ſuch ſort that man has nothing 
of which he may glory, nor for which he may confide in himſelf; but all his 
confidence, and all hy glory is in JESUS CHRIST), in whom we live, in 
whom we merit, in whom we ſatisfie, bringing forth fruits worthy af repentance, 
which draw their vertue from him, and by him are offered to hy Father, and 
accepted of by hs Father through him. W herefore we ask all things, we 
hope all things, we render thanks for all things, through our Lord 
FESUS CHRIST, We confeſs aloud we are not acceptable to God -but 
in andby him; and we. cannot comprehend why any other thought 
ſhould be attributed to us. We fo placeall the hopes of our Salvation 
in him, that wedayly make uſe of 167 words to God in the Sacrifice ; 
Vouchſafe, O God, to grant to us ſinners, thy ſervants, who hope in the multi- 
tude of thy mercies, ſome part and ſociety with the Bleſſed Apoſtles and Martyrs 
Into whoſe number we beſeech thee to be pleaſed to receive us, not looking upon 
our merits, but graciouſly pardoning us in the name of JESUS CHRI #h 


our Lord. 


, A Will 


Merits of Good Yorks, 


Will the Church never be able to perſwade her Children,. now be- 
come her Adverfaries,.neither by the Expoſition of her Faith, nor by the 
Deciſions of her Councils, nor by the Prayers in her Sacrifice, that her 
Belief is, ſhe can have no Life but in FESUS CHRIST, and that ſhe has 
no Hope but in him ? 'This Hope is ſo firm, it makes the Children of 


God, who walk faithfully in his ways, find 4 peace which ſurpaſſeth all phil, 4. 7. 


underſtanding, as the Apoltle tells us. But tho' this Hope be {tronger 
than the Promiſes and Menaces of the World, and ſuthcient to calm the 
Troubles of our Conſctences; yet it does not wholly extinguiſh Fear : 


For, tho' we. be aſtured God will never abandon us of his own accord,. 


yet we are never certain we ſhall not loſe him by our own fault, in re- 
Jecting his Inſpirations. He has been pleaſed by his ſaving Fear to m1- 
tigate that Confdence which he has infuſed into his Children, becauſe, 
as St. Auguſtin tells us, ſuch is our ley in this place of Temptati- 
ons and Dangers, that an abſolute Security would produce Tepidity and 
Pride in us; whereas this Fear, which, according to the Apoſtle's Com- 


mand, makes 1s work out our Salvation with trembling, renders us more Vi- Phil. 2, 12. 


Silant, and makes us relie with a more humble dependance upon him.,. 


f 


who works in us by hi Grace, both to will, and to do, according to his good 1h; 1 3. 


pleaſure, as the ſame St. Paul expreſſes it. 

Thus you have ſeen what is moſt neceſfary in the Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
cation; and our Adverſaries would be very unreaſonable, if they ſhould 
not confeſs,that this Doctrine ſuffices. to teach Chriſtians they are obliged 


to refer all the Glory of their Salvarion. ro God through F ESUS. 


CHRIST. 
If the Miniſters after this ſhould go about to move Queſtions about 
 Subtilties, it is good to advertiſe them, "That it becomes them not now 
to be ſo ſcrupulous in our behalfs, after baving granted what they 
have done to the Lutherans, and their own Brethren, concerning Prede- 
{tination and Grace. This their Conduct towards them, ought to have 


taught them in this matter to reduce themſelves to what is abſolutely 


neceſſary for the Eſtabliſhment of the Foundations of Chriſtian Piety. 

But if they could but once refolve to prefix theſe Limits to them» 
ſelves, they would be preſently fatished, and they would ceaſe to accuſe 
us. of annuiling the Grace of God, by attributing all to our Good 
Works; ſeeing we have ſhown them in ſuch clear Terms of the Council 
of Trent, theſe three Points, fo deciſive as to this Mattet ; That our Sins 


ate pardoned us out of pure Mercy, for the ſake of JESUS CHRIST ; That 


we are indebted for that Fuſtice which # in us by the Holy Ghoſt, to a Libera- 


lity gratis beſtowed upon us ; and, That all the Good Works we do, are but fo 
many 'Gifts of hs Grace. 


And indeed we muſt acknowledge, that the Learned of. their Party 
do not contend fo much of late about this Subject, as they did formerly ; 


and there are but few who do not now confeſs, there ought not ta have 


Satisfaftions, Purgatory, and Indulgences. 


been a Breach upon this Point. But if this important Difficulty about 
Juſtification, upon which their frſt Authors latd all their ftrefs, be nor 
looked upon now as Eſlential by the viſett Perſons amongft them, we 
leave them to think what _y ought to judge of their Separation, and 
what hopes there would be of an Union, it they would but overcome 
their Prejudice, and quit the Spirit of Contention. 


—— _— 


SECT. VII, 


Satisfattions, Purgatory, and Indulgences. 


WE muſt farther explicate after what manner we believe we can make 
SatisfaCtion to God through his Grace, to the end we may not 
leave any doubt upon this Matter uncleared. 

Catholics unanimouſly teach, That FESUS CHRIST, God and Man, 

was ſolely capable, through the infinite Dignity of his Perfon, to offer 
up to God a ſufficient Sarisfa&tion for our Sins. Bur having ſatisfied fti- 
perabundantly, he could apply this infinite Satisfa&tion after two man- 
ners : either by an entire Remiſſfion, without reſerving any Puniſhment ; 
or elſe by changing a greater Puniſhment into alefs, that is, an eternal 
Pain into a temporal. "This firſt manner. being more compleat, and more 
conformable to his Goodneſs, he makes uſe of it immediately 1h Baptiſm : 
but we believe he makes ufe of the fecond in the Pardon he grants to 
thoſe who fall after Baptiſm, being carried in ſome manner to 1t by the 
Ingratitude of thoſe who have abuſed his firſt Gifts ; ſo as they are to 
ſuffer ſome temporal Pain, tho” the eternal be remitted. 
It muſt not be hence concluded, That FESUS CHRIST has not fully 
fatisfied for us; but, on the contrary, 'That having obtained an abſolute 
Dominion over us, by the infinite Price he has given for our Salvation, 
he grants us Pardon, upon what Condition, what Law, or with what Re- 
{tri&tion it pleaſes him. | 

We ſhould be injurious and ungrateful to our Saviour , ſhould we 
dare to deny the infinite Value of his Merits, under pretenſe that when 
he pardons us the Sin of Adam, he does not at the ſame time free us from 
all the Conſequences of it, but leaves us ſtill ſubject to Death, and fo 
many other corporeal and ſpiritual Infirmities, which this Sin brought 
upon us. It ſufhces that FESUS CHRIST has once paid the Price by 
which we ſhall be one day entirely freed from the Evils which over- 
whelm us; it is our parts to embrace with hunulity and thankſgiving 
every part of his Benefits, by conſidering by what | vapors it pleaſes 
him to procure our Deliverance, according to that Order which his Wit- 
dom has eſtabliſhed for our good, and for a more clear manifeſtation of 
bis Bounty and Juſtice. —_= 

Upon the like account we ought not to think it ftrange, that he, who 


- _ 4 


Satisfations, Pargatory, &c. 


has ſhown us fo great Mercy in Baptiſm, ſhould be more ſevere towards 
us, after our having violated our Holy promiſes. Ir is juſt, yes and 
beneficial. to our Salvation, that God in remitting our Sin together 
. with the Eternal pain which wedeſerved for it, ſhould exa&t of us ſome 


Temporal Pain to retain us in our Duties ; leſt if we ſhould be too 


Geadly Freed from the Bonds of Juſtice, we ſhould abandon our ſelves 
to a temerarious Confidence, abufing the facility of a Pardon. 

Ir is then to fatisty: this Obligation, we are ſubjected to ſome painful 
Works, which we muſt accompliſh in the Spiric of Humility and 
Penance; and it was the neceffity of theſe ſatisfactory Works which 


obliged the Primitive Church to impoſe upon Penitents thoſe Pains 


called Canonical. 

When therefore ſhe impoſes upon Sinners painful and laborious works 
and they undergo them with Humility, this 1s called Satigfa&1on ; and 
when, regarding the fervour of the Penitents, or ſome other Good 
Works which ſhe has perſcribed them, ſhe. pardons ſome part of that 
Pain which is due to them, this is call'd Indulgence, 

The Council of Trent propoſes nothing elſe to be believed concerning 
Tndulgences, but that the power to grant them has been given to the Church, 
by FESUS CHRIST, and that the uſe of them s beneficial to Salvation z to 
which this Council adds, That this power ought to be retained, yet Never= 
theleſs uſed mith moderation, leſt Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline ſhould be weakned by 
an over-preat facility : Which ſhows the manner of granting Indulgences 
to regard Qifcipline. | 

Thoſe who depart this Life in Grace and Charity, but nevertheleſs 
indebted to the divine Juſtice ſome Pains which it referved, are to ſuffer 
them in the other Life. "This is what obliged all the Primitive Chriſti 
ans to offer up Prayers, Alms-deeds and Sacrifices, for the Faithful who 
departed in Peace and in the Communion of the Church, with an 
aflured Faith that they could be affiſted by theſe means. This is what 
the Council of Trent propoſes to our Beliet, touching the Souls detained 
1a Purgatory, Without determining in what their pains conſiſts, or 
many other ſuch like things ; concerning which this holy Council de- 
mands great moderation, blaming thoſe who divulge what 1s uncertain 
or ſuſpected. | 

Such is the innocent and holy Doctrine of the Catholic Church 
touching Satisfactions, which has been.amputed to her asſo great a crime. 
If after. this Explication, thoſe of the Pretended Refornr'd Religion 
accuſe us of injuring the Satisfa#ion of FESUS CHRIST, they mult have 
forgotten what we told tnem, that our B. Saviour paid the Full Price of our 
Redemption; that nothing is wanting in thy price, becauſe it is infinite 3 and 
how theſe remaining pains, of which we have ſpokzn, come nat from any defett 
in the Payment, b:t from a certain Order which he has eſtabliſhed to retain us 
in a ſaving diſcipline by juſt apprehenſions. 


Pit 


Conti, 
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as Indus, 


The Sacraments. 


"But if they alſo tell us, we believe we can of our ſelves ſatisfie for ſome 
'part of the Pain due to our Sins ; we can with confidence aſſure them, the 
contrary appears by the Maxims we have eſtabliſhed ; which Maxims 
make it clearly appear, that our Salvation is no other but a Work of 
Mercy and Grace ; that what we do by the Grace of God, is no leſs his 
V/ork, than what he does alone by his abſolute Power ; and, laſtly, that 
what we give to him, appertains no leſs to him, than what he glves to us. 
To which we muſt add, That what we call Satsfa#:on, following the 
Example of the Primitive Church, is, after all, nothing but the Appli- 
cation of the infinite Sat5fation of FESUS CHRIST. © 

This very Conſideration ought to appeaſe thoſe who are offended 
when we tell them, That God 1s ſo well f cnc with Fraternal Charity, 
and the Communion of Saints, that he frequently alſo accepts of thoſe 
Satisfactions which we offer up one for another. It ſeems theſe Men do 
not conceive how much all we are belongs to God, nor how all the 
Kindneſſes which his Bounty makes him have for the Faithful, the 
Members of FESUS CHRIST, are neceſſarily referred to this Divine 
Head. Bur certainly thoſe who have read and -conſ{idered how God 
himſelf inſpires his Servants with a defire to aMict themſelves with Faſt- 
ing, Hair-cloth, and Aſhes, not only for their own Sins, but alſo for the 
Sins of all the People, will not be aſtoniſhed if we ſay, "That being 
touched with the delight he has to gratifie his Friends, he mercifully ac 
cepts of rhe humble Sacrifice of their voluntary Mortifications, in abate- 
ment of thoſe Chaſtiſements he prepared for his People : which ſhews, 
that being fatished by theſe, he renders himſelf more mild rowards the 
others, by this means honoring his Son FESUS CHRIST in the Com- 
munion of his Members, andin the holy Society of his myſtical Body. 


i 
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SE CT, Dx; 
The Sacraments. 


He Order of Do&trine requires we ſhould now ſpeak of the Sacra- 

. ments, by which the Merits of FESUS CHRIST are applied to us. 

Seeing the apes we have concerning them, it we except the Eucha- 
0 


rift, are not ſo hot as the others; we will, in the firſt place, clear, in 
ſhorr, the chiefeſt Difficulties which are raiſed concerning the other, 
a_ reſerve the Euchariſt, as the moſt important of all the reſt, till the 
latt. 

The Sacraments of: the New Covenant are not ſacred Signs only, 
which repreſent Grace, -nor Seals which confirm it ; but the Inſtruments 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which ſerve to apply it to us, and which conter ir 
uron us by vertue of the-Words which are pronounced, and the exte- 
rior Action which is performed, upon condition we put not any Impedi- 
ment by our not being rightly diſpoſed. W hilt 
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.can be juſtifie 
Application.of the Merit o 


© Baptiſm. Confirmation. 
Whilſt God annexes ſo great Grace to.exterior Signs, which have not 


-of their on nature any proportion with ſo admirable an Effect, he 


ſhews us clearly, that beſides all we can do-interiorly of our felves*by 
our good Diſpoſitions, there muſt neceflarily intervene , before we 
L- a ſpecial Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and a peculiar 
gone Saviour, which is exhibited to us by 
the Sacraments. So that this DoEtrine cannot be rejected without in- 
Juring the Merits of FESUS CHRIST, and the Operation of his Divine 
Power in our.Regeneration. ES As. 
We acknowledge ſeven ſacred Signs or Ceremonies eſtabliſhed by 
FESUS .CHRIST,as the ordinary Means for the Sandtification and Perfe- 
.Ction of the New Man. Their Divine Inftitutton appears in the Holy 
Scripture, either by the expreſs Words of FESUS CHRIST, who eſta- 
bliſhed them, or by the Grace which, according to the fame Scripture, 
-13 annexed to them, and neceſlarily ſhews. a Divine-In{titution. 


Baptiſm. 


_ Seeing little Children- cannot ſupply the want of -Baptiſm by Acts of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, nor by:tke Vow to rece:ve this Sacrament; 
e believe, that, if rhey -do not really receive it, they do not in any 
'manner partake of the Grace -of Redemprion-; and therefore dying in 
Adam, they have not any part in FESUS CHRIST. 

It is. good to obſerve here how the Lutherans believe with the Catho- 
tic Church the abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm, and are aſtoniſhed with 


- Her, that ſuch a Truth ſhou!d be denied, which never any one before 


Calvin durit openly call in queſtion, it was fo firmly rooted in the Minds 
of all the Faithful. 


Nevertheleſs, the.Pretended -Reforn'd are not apperheniene volunta- 
rily to let their Childrendie like the:Children of Infidels, without bear- 


ing any Mark-of Chriſtianity , and without receiving any Grace, i 


their Deaths ſhould chance to prevent the Day of their Aſſembly. 


Confirmation. 


TheTmpoſition of Hands practiſed by the Holy Apoftles, to confirm 
the Faithful againſt Perſecutions, having its principal Effect in the inte- 
rior Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and the infalion of his Gifts, it ought 
not to have been rejected by our Adverfaries, under pretenſe the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcends now no more viſibly upon us. "Thus all Chriſtian 
Churches {ince the Apoſtles Times have Religiouſly retained it, making 


uſe alſo of holy Chriſm, to ſhew the Vertue of this Sacrament by a - 


more expreſs Repreſentation of the interior UnCtion of the Holy Ghoſt. 


D Penance, 
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Penance, and Sacramental Eonfe fron, &c. 


Penance, and Sacramental Confeſſion. 
We believe FESUS CHRIST has been pleaſed, that thoſe who have 


ſubmitted themſelves to the Aurhority of the Church by Baptiſm, and 


_ Matth. 18.18. 
Joh, 20. 23. 


themſelves tothe Judgment of the fame Church in the 'T'ribunal of Pe- 
nance, where ſhe exerciſes the power which is given her of remitting 
and retaining ins. TE 

The terms of that Commiſſion which is given to the Miniſters of the 
Church to abfolve from fin, are fo general, they cannot without te- 
merity be reſtrained to Public Sins ; and ſeeing, when they pronounce 
that Abſohution in the Name of FESUS CHRIST, they only follow the 
expreſs Terms of this Commitſſion, the Sentence is look'd upon as ren- 
dred by FESUS CHRIST himſelf, by whom they are eſtabliſhed Judges. It 
is this inviſible High Prieft who 1nteriorly abſolves the Penitent, whilſt 
the Prieſt Exteriorly exerctſes the Function. 

This Penitential Court of Judicature being fo neceffary acurb to 
Liberty, ſo plentiful a ſource of wiſe Admonitions, fo ſenſible a Con- 


who have fince violated the of th of the Goſpel, ſhould come and fubmir 


folation for Souls aMi&ed for their Sins, when their abſolution is not 


1 7Ac. 14. TH 


only declared in general Terms, as it 1s practiſed by the Miniſters, but 
when they are in reality abfolved by the Authority of FESUS CHRIST, 
after a particular examination, and knowledge of the Cafe : Wecannot 
believe our Adverfartes can look upon ſo many benefits without regretting 


their loſs, and without bring Garenone aſhamed of a Reformation which 
has caſt oft ſo ſaving and fo holy a Practiſe. 


 Extream Untlion. 
The Holy Ghoſt having, according to- the teſtimony of St. James, 
.annexed an expreſs pronute of remiffion of Sins, and comfort of the 


| ſick, to Extream Undction ; nothing ts wanting to make this Sacred 


846: ts; 6-3 
_ de Sac Extr. 
UNC. 


Math. 19. 5. 
Eph. 5. 32. 


' Ceremony a true Sacrament. It is only to be remarked, that, according 


to the Dorine of the Council of Trenr, the fick are more relieved in 
reſpe&t of the foul than of the body; and thar, as the ſpiritual Profit is 
always the principal object of the new law, fo it is that alſo which we 
ought abſolutely to-expect from this holy Union, if webe rightly dif- 

for it ; whereas the eaſe in ſickneſs is only granted with a reſpe&_ 
to our eternal Salvation, according tothe ſecret diſpoſitions. of Divine 
Providence, and the different degrees of preparation and faith which are 
found m the Receiver. 


Marriaze. 
When we confider how FESUS CHRIST has given anew form to 
Marriage, reducing this holy Society to two perſons immutably and in- 
d:Holbly united ; and vhen-xe fecrhis inſeparable Umongrhe f1:n of his 


eternal 
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ernal Union with his Church: We ſhall not have ny difficulty 


comprehend that the Marriage of the Faithful is accompanied by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and by Grace; and we ſhall praiſe the Divine bounty for 
having been thus pleaſed to Confecrate the origin of our birth. 


Orders, 


"The Impoſition of Hands, which the Adminſtrators of facred things 
receive, being accompanied with fo apparent a vertue of the H 
Ghoſt and ſo full an infuſjon of his Grace, it ought to be placed among 
the number of the Sacraments. And indeed we muſt acknowledge our 
Adverfaries do not abſolutely exclude the Conſecration of Miniſters, but @,,F acroy 
only exclude it from the number of the Sacraments which are common to art, 35, © 
the whole Church. . | | 


1 Tir. 4. 
2. Tim, 2, 
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SECT. X. 


Dofrine of the Church touching the Real Preſence of the 
Body and Blood of FESUS CHRIST 7» the Euchariſt, 
and the manner how the Church underſtands theſe Words, 
This is my Body. 

WE are come, you ſee, at laſt to the Queſtion of the Euchariſt, where 

it will be neceflary to explicate our Do&trine more fully, howe- 
= without exceeding too .much the Bounds we have preſcribed our 

VES. 

The Real Preſence of the Body and Blood of our Saviour is ſolidly 
eſtabliſhed by the Words of the Inſtitution, which we underſtand 
literally ; and there is no more reaſon to ask us, why we fix our ſelves 
to the proper and literal ſenſe, than there ito ask a Traveller why he 
follows the high Road. It is their parts, who have recourſe to the figu- 
rative ſenſe, and who take by-paths, to give a Reaſon for what they do. 
As for us, who find nothing in the words which FESUS CHRIST makes 
uſe of for the Inſtitution of this Myſtery obliging us to take them in a 
figurative ſenſe, we think that a ſufficient Reaſon to determine us to the 
literal. But we are yet more powerfully engaged, when -we come to 
conſider in this Myftery the Intention of the Son of God, which Lwill 
explicate after the Plaineft manner I amable, and that by Principles 
which I thiak our Adverfaries themſelves cannot deny. 

Tay then, Theſe words of our Saviour Take ear, this s my body given Matth. 16, 
for you, ſhews us, that as the ancient Jews did not n Spirit only unite Luc. 22. 
themſelves to the Immolation of the Victim which was offered for them, 
but that inreality they eat the ſacrificed Fleſb, which was to them a 
.mark of their partaking of that Oblation : Sv FESUS CHRIST becom- 
ig bimſelf our Victim, would have as really car of the fleſh of his 

h 2 


Sacrifice, 
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| Levit. 6. 30. 


Sacrifice, . to the end the a&tual Communication of this: Adorable: Fleſh 
might. be a. perpetual Teſtimony. to every one of. us in particular, . that 
it was for us he took it, and for us. he Immolared it. 

God had forbidden the. Fews to eat of the Sin-offering, to teachthem, 
that a true Expiation of their Crimes was not to be accompliſhed in the 
Law, nor by the Blood of Beaſts: all the People lay, as it were, under 
an InterdiCtion by this Prohibition, without being able to have any 
actual Participation of the Remiſſion of Sins... By a contrary Reaſon 
it was neceffary the Body of our Bleſſed Saviour, the true Hoſt Immo- 
lated for. Sin, ſhould be eaten by the Faithful, to ſhow them, by: this 


Eating, that the Remiffion of Sin was accompliſhed -in the New 'Teſta- 


: Ltvit, 17.11. 


Matth. 36, 18, 


ment. 

God alſo forbid the Children of 1/74e! to eat Blood ; and one of: the 
Reaſons for this Prohibition was, - Becauſe the Blood was given us for. the 
Expiation of our Souls. . But, on the contrary, our Bleſſed Saviour gives . 
us his Blood to drink, becaule it is ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins. | 

So that:the Eating of the Body and Blood of the Son of God is as 
real at the Holy Table,.as- the Grace, the Expiation of Sins, and the 
Participation of the Sacrifice of FESUS CHRIST is actual and real in 
the New Covenant. 

Nevertheleſs, ſecing he deſired to exerciſe our Faith in this Myſtery, 
and-at the fame time to--free us from.the horror of eating Fleſh, and 
drinking Blood in their proper Species. it- was convenient he ſhould 
give-us them clothed under another Species. But it the Conſiderations 
have obliged him to make us partake of the Fleſh of our. Victim after 
another manner than the Fews, he was not for that obliged to deprive 
us in the leaſt of theReality of his Subſtance. js 

It appears then, that FESUS CHRIST, .to accompliſh the ancient:Fi- 
pures, and to put usin-aCtual Poſſeſſion of - the Victim oftered for our 
Sins, had intention to give us-really his Body and Blood. Which is 
ſo evident, rhat our Adverfartes themſelves would have. us believe 
they. are-of the ſame opinion- with.us in this, prPrnnny repeating 
how- they deny- not the aCtual Prefence, nor the real Participation 
of the Body. and Blood in the Euchariſt. 'This .we will examine 
hereafter, where we-think it necefary to repreſent their; Sentiments, 
after we have. fiſhed the Explication of thoſe of -the Church. But in 
the mean time we will conclude, That if the. plainneſs of our: Sa- 
viours Words has forced them to acknowledge his expreſs intention 
was to give us In reality his Fleſh, when he faid, Thi 5 my Body, they 


' ought not to be aſtoniſhed, if we cannot conſent ta-underſtand theſe 


Words only. in Figure. 
In reality, it appears that the Son of God, who was ſo careful-to-ex- 
pan to his Apoſtles what he taught them under Parables and Figures, 
ving aid. nothing. here to. explicate himſelf, left theſe W ords.in the 


\ 
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Do this in remembrance of me. 


natural Signification, I: know theſe Gentlemen. pretend the Nature of 
the Thing explains it ſelf ſufficiently, becauſe we ſee. very. well, ſay 
they, what he preſents: us 1s nothing but Bread and Wine ; but this 
Reaſon vaniſhes, when we conſider, he who ſpeaks has an Authority 
which over-rules the Senſes, and a Power which has Dominion over 
Univerſal Nature. | 

'The Son of God has-no more difficulty to render his Body preſent in 
the Euchariſt, by ſaying, Thi z my Body, than to cure a Woman of her 
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lafrmity, by laying, Woman, thou art freed from thy Infirmity ; or to PTE-. L.vc. 13. 12. - 
ſerve the Life of a young Man, by faying to his Father, Tiy Son liveth 5; John 4. 50. 
or to forgive the Sins of a Man ſick of the Palſfie, by faying to him, Thy Marth. g. 2.- 


ſins are forgiven thee. 


So that we reſt preciſely upon his Words,not troubling our ſelves how 
he will execute what he has ſaid. He who do's what he will,by ſpeaking 
do's what he pleaſes ; and.it was more eafie for the Son of God to force 
the Laws of Nature to verifie his Word,than it is for us to accommodate 
our Underſtandings to theſe kind of violent Interpretations, which break 
the Lains of common Diſcourſe. RE 

'Theſe Laws of Diſcourte teach us; That a Sign which :-repreſents a 
thing naturally, receives often the Name of the Thing repreſented, -it 
being as it were its Nature to bring: the Id& of- the thing into the 
Mind. The ſame. alſo happens, tho' with ſome reſtriction, to inſtitu» 


ted Signs,- when they: are received, and Perſons accuſtomed to them. . 
 Butthat, [in eſtabhſhing a Sign, which has no relation to the thing, as 


for example, a Morſel of Bread to ſignifie the Body of a Man, the 
Name of the thing {ignified ſhould be given to it without any Expli- 
cation, . and before any Agreement, as FESUS CHRIST has done 1n his 
laſt Supper, is a thing unheard of, and of which we find no Example 
in Holy Writ, not to ſay in any Language. Neither do the Gentle- 
men of the Pretended Reforn'd Religion ſo fix themſelves to the Figu- 
rative Senſe, which they would give'to theſe Words of FESUS CHRIST, 


but that at' the ſame time they acknowledge, he had intention in pro» 
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nouncing.-them to- give us in reality his Body and Blood. 
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| S-E GC T. Xl. 
Explication of theſe Words, Do this 1nrremembrance of me. 
AFeer having propoſed the Sentiments-of- the Church, touching theſe 
£3 Words, Thx my Body, ve muſt explicate what ſhe thinks of thoſe 


others, which FESUS CHRIST added, - Do this in remembrance of me. It 
15 -manifeſt, the Intention of the Son of God: is to'oblige us by theſe 


Words to remember the Death which he has endured for our Salvation, 


and. St. Pau! concludes from theſeſame Words, That we declare ee Dearh 
n of 


a 


Lac. 22.19, 
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l Cor, 7:3 2 6, 
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Euchariff, 


of our Saviour in this Myſtery. But they muſt not perfwade themſelves, 
the Remembrance of our Saviour's Death excludes the Real Preſence of 
his Body : on the contrary, if they confider what we have lately expli- 
cated, they will clearly underſtand this Commemoration ro be grounded 
upon the Real Preſence. For as the Fews 1n eating of the Peace-Offer- 
ings remembred they had been Immolated for them ; in the fame man- 
ner, in eating of the Fleſh of FESUS CHRIST our Viftim, we ought 
to remember he died for us. "This very Fleſh then, eaten by the Faith- 
ful, not only renews in us the Memory of his Immolation, but confirms 
alſo the Reality of it to us. And we are ſo far from having reaſon to 
ſay, that this ſolemn Commemoration, which FESUS CHRIST ordains 
us to make, excludes the Preſence of his Body ; that, on the contrary, 
we ſee this tender Remembrance w hich he would have us to make at the 
Holy Table of .him, as Immolated for us, is grounded upon This ; That 
this very Fleſh ought to be there taken Really,-ſeetng in effeCt it is not 
poſlible for us ro forget it was for us he gave his Body in Sacrifice, when 
we ſee he daily gives us the fame V iEtim to ear. 

Muſt Chriltians, under pretenſe of Celebrating in the Lords Supper 
the Memory of the Paſhon of our Saviour, deprive this Pious Com- 
memoration of what it has moſt efficacious and tender in it? Ought 
they not to conſider, that FESUS CHRIST' do's not command them 
only to remember him, but to remember him in Eating of his Fleſh 
and Blood ? Conſider the Connexion and the Force of his Words. He 
do's not ſay imply, as thoſe of the Pretended Reformation ſeem to un- 
derſtand him, That the Bread and Wine of the Euchariſt ſhould be to 
us a Memorial of his Body and Blood; but he advertifes us, that m doing 
what he has preſerib'd, that is, in receiving his Body and; Blood, we 
ſhould remember him. What is there in reality more powerful tomake 
us remember him ? And if Children do ſo tenderly remember their Pa- 
rents, and their Bounties towards them, when they approach the 
Tombs where their Bodies are Interr'd; how ought our Remembrance 
and our Love to be excited, when we poſlels under theſe facred Vails, 
under this myſtical Sepulchre, this Living and Life-giving Fleſh, and 
this Blood yet flowing with his Love, and full of Spirit and Grace ? 
But if-our Adverſaries continue to tell us, 'T hat he who commands us to 
remember him, does not give us his proper Subſtance, we muſt, in fine, 
deſire them to agree amongſt themſelves. They profeſs, they deny not 


the Real Communication of the proper Subſtance of the Son of God 
in the Eucharift. If their Words are ſerious, if their Doctrine be nor 
an Illufon, they muſt neceflarily fay with us, The Remembrance does 
not exclude all kinds. of Preſence, but only that which ftrikes the 
Senſes. "Their Anſwer ſhall be ours, ſeeing thar, tho' we affirm FE- 
SUS CHRIST to be preſent, yet we acknowledge at the ſame time he 


And 


is not preſent after a ſenſible manner. 
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Calviniſts Fxpoſirion of the Real preſence 


And if it ſhould be demanded, how it comes to paſs, that believing 
as we do, the Senſes to have nothing to do in this Myſtery, we ſhould 
not believe it fufficient rhat FESUS CHRISTſhould be preſent by Faith : 
It is eafte to anſwer, and to clear this Equivocal Objetion. ſis one 
thing to ſay, the Son of God is preſent to us by Faith, and another 
thing to fay, we know by Faith that he is preſent. The firſt manner 
of ſpeaking, imports only a Moral Preſence ; but the ſecond fignihes 
to us a very Rcal one, becauſe our Faith is moſt Real; and this Real 
Preſence known by Faith, is ſuthcient to work all the torementioned 
Efte&ts in the Fu/t Man, who lives by Faith. 


SECT. Xt. 
Expoſition of the Calvinifts Do&rine concerning the Real 


Preſence. 


RY T to remove all Equivocations which Calviniſts make uſe of in this 

matter, and fhow,at the ſame time, how near they have approached 
to us, it will be convenient to add here the Expolition of their Sentuments, 
tho' 1 only undertook toexpliicate the DoErine of the Church. 

Their DoErine has two parts; the one ſpeaks of nothing but the 
Figure, and the other of nothing bur the Reality of the Body and Blood. 
We ſhall ſee cach of theſe parts in Order. 

They tell us firſt, This great Miracle of the Real Preſence, which 
we admit, is uſeleſs ; that it isenough for our Salvation, FESUS CHRIST 
died for us; that his Sacrifice is ſufficiently applied tous by Faith ; and 
that this Application is certified tous by the word ofGod. 'They add, 


'That-it this Word muſt be clothed with ſenſible Signa,th 1s enough to. 
l 


give ſimple Symbols, fuch as the Water of Baptiſm, withour any neceſſt- 
ty of fetching the Body and Blood of JESUS CHRIST from Heaven. 

There ſeems to be nothing more eafie than this manner of explating 
the Sacrament of the Lock Supper. Nevertheleſs, our Adverfaries 
themſelves do not think it ought to ſuffice them. They know fuch 
kind of imagmations made the Socinians deny the great Miracle of the 
Incarnation. God might have ſaved us, ſay theſe Heretics, without 16 
much difficulty ; he had nothing to do, but to Pardon our faults, and 
might have inftructed us ſufficiently, as well in Faith, as in Manners, 
by the Preaching and Examples of a Man full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
wathout any model making him a God. Bur the Calvmiſts, as well as 


we, fee the. weakneſs of this Argument, which appears firſt from its 
' not appertaining tous todeny or affirm Myſteries, according as they 
appear to us uſeful or unprofitable to our Salvation. God alone knows 
the Secret; and it is our bufineſsto render them uſeful and faving to us, 
 3Q believing them as he propeſes them, and in recciyiy his __—_ 
alver 
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treats of ſo at lengt 
'the Scriptures, that the Son of Cod has been pleaſed to teſtifie his Love 
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Calviniſts Expoſition of the Ral preſence, 


after the manner he beſtows tnem on us. Secondly, not to enter in» 


to the Queſtion,whether it was Poſſible for:God to ſave us by any other 


. means than the Incarnation, and Death of his Son, and not to meddle 
with thar — Diſpute, which the Pretended Refornyd oy co 
in:the Schools, it ſuffices we have learnt trom 


to us by incomprehenſible Effedts. This love has been the Cauſe of 
this ſo Real an Union,by which he was made Man. 'This Love moved 


.him to Immolate the ſame Body for us, as really as he united himſelf ro 


it. All theſe deſigns are conſecutive, .and this Love maintains'it ſelf 
in all things with the ſame vigour. So that, when it ſhall pleaſe him 


.to make each of his Children experience the goodneſs he has teſtified to 
 allin general, by giving himſelf to them in particular, he will find our 


A method to .accompliſh his Deſires, by no leſs efhcacious means, - than 
thoſe by which he had already accompliſhed our Salvation. Upon 
which account we muſt not be hereafter aſtoniſhed, if he give to each 


,of us the proper Subſtance of his Body.and Blood. He does it that he 


may imprint in our Hearts, that it was for us he took them, and for 
.us he offered them up in Sacrifice, That which preceeded, makes. all 
that follows credible to us.; the Order of his Myſteries diſpoſe us te 
believe all this ; and his expreſs word permits us not to doubt of it. 
Our Adverfaries faw very well, that fimple figures and ſigns of his 
Body and Blood would not content Chriftians, who are accuſtomed to 
the bounties of a God, who gives himſelf to us fo really. Wherefore 
they will not ſuffer us to accuſe them of denying a real and ſubſtantial 
Participation of FESUS CHRIST in their Supper. They athrm, .as 


Cat.Dim.53, Well as we, that he makes us there Partakers of bis proper Subſtance, 
-Conf. of Faith, they- tell us, that he nouriſhes and quickens us with the ſubſtance of his 


. art. 36, 


Cat. Dim, 
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-Body and Blood ; and judging it would nor be enough to ſhew us, -by 
ſome ſign, that we are Partakers of his Sacrifice, they ſay exprelly, that 
the Body of our Saviour, -which is given us in the laſt Supper, aſſures us of 
it: Words very remarkable, which we will examin by and by. | 
Behold then the Body and Blood of FESUS CHRIST preſent in our 
Myſteries, by the acknowledgement of the Catvini/ts ; For what 1s Com- 
municated according to its proper ſubſtance, muft be really preſent. It is 
true,. they explicate this Communication, by ſaying, it 1s in Spirit, and 
by Faith: butitis true alſo, they will have it Real. Andbecauſe it 1s 
impoſſible to make it intelligible how a Body, that is Communicated to 
us only in Spirit, and by Faith, can be Communicated to. us really, agd' 
1n its proper ſubſtance, therefore they have not been able to: continue 
firm in the two parts of a'Dodtrine fo contradictory, and they have 
been obliged to acknowledg two things which cannot be true, bur by 
ſuppoſing whar the Catholic Church teacheth. 
:F'he Frſt is, That JESUS CHRIST is given to us in the Euchariſt 


after. 
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after a manner which neither agrees with that of Baptiſm, nor the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, but is peculiar to this Myſtery. We ſhall 
ſee by and by the Conſequence of this Principle : Bur let us firſt fee how 
it 15 granted us by thoſe of the Pretended Reformation. 

I will not here alledg the Authority of any particular Author, but 
the proper words of their Catechiſm, where it explicates what concerns 
the laſt Supper. Ir do's not only tell us in expreſs terms, that FESUS 


CHRIST 6s given us in the Supper, in reality, and according to his 


proper Subſtance, but that, tho* he be truly Communicated to us, both by Bap- 
tiſm, and the Goſpel, yet nevertheleſs, it i only in part, aud not fully, From 
whence it follows, that he is given us inthe Lords Supper fully, and 
not 1n part. h | = 
"There is a vaſt difference betwixt receiving in part, and recetving 
fully. If then we receive FESUS CHRIST every where elſe in part, and 
it be only in the Lords Supper, we receive him fully; it follows by 
the conſent of our Adverfaries, that we muſt look out for a participati- 
on inthe laſt Supper which is proper only te this Myſtery, and which 
do's not agree with Baptiſm and Preaching ; bur at the ſame time it 
follows allo, that this participation is not annexed to Faith, becauſe 
Faith being generally diſperſed through all the Actions of a Chriſtian, 
is found in Preaching and in Baptiſm, as well as in the Lords Supper : 
In reality, it is remarkable, that what delire foeyer the Pretended 
Reformers had to render Baptiſm and Preaching equal to the laſt Sup- 
per, becauſe FESUS CHRIST is there truly Communicated to us, they 
durſt never affirm in their Catechiſms, that FESUS CHRIST 1s given 
us 1n his proper Subſtance, by Baptiſm and Preaching, as they ſay 
he 1s given in the Euchariſt. "They faw then, they could not avoid 
attributing to the Euchariſt a manner of poſlefſing FESUS CHRIST 
peculiar only to this Sacrament ; and that Faith, which is common to 
all the Actions of a Chriſtian, could not be this particular manner. 
But this peculiar manner of poſleſing FESUS CHRIST 1n the laſt Sup- 


-xer ought alſo to be Real, ſeeing it gives to the Faithful the proper 


{ubſtance of the Body and Blood of FESUS CHRIST. So that we muſt 
conclude, from what they grant us, there is in the Euchariſt a Real 
manner of receiving the Body and Blood of our Saviour, which is 
not performed by Faith ; and this is what the Catholic Church teaches. 

'The ſecond thing granted by the Pretended Reformers, is taken out 
of that Article which immediately follows that which I have already 
cited out of their Catechiſm ; which is, That the Body of our Lord JESUS 
for as much as it was once offered up in Sacrifice to reconcile us to God, 1 now 
given to aſſure us, we have apart in that Reconciliation. | 

It there be any Senſe in theſe Words,if they be not an uſeleſs ſound, 
and a vain amuſeraent, we ought to underſtand by them, that FESUS 
CHRIST do's not give us a Symbol only, but his proper Body. to aſſure 
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us We partake of his Sacrifice, and of the Reconciliation of Mankind. But 
it the reception of the Body of our Lord afſures us of our participation 
of the Fruits of his Death ; this participation of the Fruits mult neceſfari- 
ly be diſtinguiſhed from the reception of the Body, ſeeing one 1s the 
pledg of the other. From whence, to proceed, I fay, It our Adverfaries 
are forced to diſtinguiſh in the laſt Supper the participation of the Body 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, from the participarion of the Fruits of his Grace 
in his Sacrifice, they mult alſo neceflarily make a diſtinction between the 
participation of this Divine Body, and all kinds of Spiritual participati- 
on by Faith. 'Fhis latter participation will never furniſh them with 
two diſtin&t Actions, by one of which they receive the Body of our Sa- 
viour, and by the other, the benefit of this Sacrifice ; no Man being 
able to conceive what difference there is betwixt partaking by Faith of 
the Body of our Saviour, and partaking by Faith of the Fruit of his 
Death. They muſt therefore acknowledge, that beſides the Communi- 
on, by which we ſpiritually partake of the Body of our Saviour, and al- 
ſo of his Spirit,. by receiving the fruit of his Death ; there is alſo a Real 
Communion of the Body of the fame Saviour,. which is to us a certain 
Pledge of the others being aſſured to us, it we put no impediment to 
ſuch a Grace by an evil Diſpoſition. 'This is neceſlarily included in the 
Principles they admit, and they will never be able to explicate this 
Truth, with the leaſt ſhadow of Solidity, it they return not to the Sen- 
timents of the Church, 

Who will not here admire the force of Truth ? All the conſequen- 
ces which follow from the acknowledged Principles of our Adveriieies, 
are perfectly underſtood in the Sentiment of the Church-Catholic ; 
the moſt meanly inſtructed, without dithculty conceive, that in the Eu- 
charilt there 18a Communion with FESUS CHRIST, which 1s not to be 
tound any-where elfe. It is no difficulty for them to underſtand his Bo- 
dy 1s given us, to aſſure us we partake of his Sacrifice and of his Death. They 
diltinguiſh clearly betwixt theſe two neceflary manners of uniting our 
ſelves to FESUS CHRIST; the one, in receiving his proper Fleſh ; the 
other, 1n receiving his Spirit : the firſt of which is granted us, as a cer- 
tain Pledge of the Second. Bur ſeeing theſe things are inexplicable in the 
Sentiments of our Adverfaries, tho on theother hand they cannot deny 
them, we mult neceſſarily conclude, that Errour has thrown them in- 
to a manifeſt Contradiftion. 

I have been often aſtoniſhed they did not explicate their DoCtrine af- 
ter a more plain manner. Why did they not always, without ſo many 
Formalities, perſevere to ſay, that FESUS CHRIST having ſhed his 
Blood for us, repreſented to us this effuſion, by giving us two diſtinct 
ſigns of his Body and Blood ;. that he was pleafed indeed to give to theſe 
frgns the name of the thing it ſelf: that theſe Sacred Signs were Pledges to 


_ allure usof our partaking ofthe Fruit of his Death, and that we were 


ſpiritually 
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ſpiritually nouriſhed by the vertue of his Body and Blood ? After ſo many 


endeavours to prove that {igns often receive the names of the things ſig- 
ntfed, and that for this reaſon the {gn of the.Body might be called the 
Body, allthis connection of Doctrine obliges them naturally to fix there. 
To render theſe ſigns efticacious, it ſufhiced the Grace of Redemption 
was annexed to them, or rather, according to their Principles, that it 


was in-them confirmed to us. "They needed not have tormented them- 
ſelves, as they have done, to make us underftand we receive the proper 


Body of our Saviour, to aſſure us we partake of the Grace of his Death. 


They were well qr fatished to have the Water of Baptiſm a ſign of 


the Blood which waſheth us; and it never entred into their fancies to 
ſay, wethere received the proper ſubſtance of the Blood of our Bleſlcd 


Saviour, to afſure us his vertue is there diffuſed upon us. If they had 


argued after the-ſame manner as to the Euchariſt, their DoCtrine would 
have been leſs embroyled. But thoſe who invent and innovate, cannot 
expreſs all they have a mind to. They find certain truths, and maxims 
eſtabliſhed which incommode them, and force 2 violence upon rheir:Ima- 


Sinations. The Arians would gladly have refuſed our Bleſſed Saviour 
the name-of God, or the only Son of God. 'The Neſtorians did not 


admit, 'but with relu&tance, that kind of 1 know not what Unity of 
perſon in FESUS CHRIST, which we find in their Writings. 'The Pe 
{1zians, who denied: Original fin, would alſo willingly have denied thar 
Baptiſm was. given to little Children for the remithon of fins : for by 
that means they would have been freed from «the Argument which Cu- 
tholics drew from this proce to prove that Original defect. But, as 


T juſt now faid, thoſe who find ſome truths firmly eſtabliſhed, have nor 


the boldneſs, or rather impudence to overthrow all. Let the Calviniſts 
ingenuoully confeſs the truth ; they would have been well pleaſed to ac- 
knowledge in the Euchariſt the Body of our Blefled Saviour only figura- 
tively, and the ſole participation of his Spirit in effect, laying aſtde thoſe 
great words of Participation of his proper ſubſtance, and the many others 
which import a Real Preſence, and ſerve only to perplex them. It would 
have been more to their humour, to have acknowledged, in the Lords 
Supper, no other Communion with FESUS CHRIST, but what 1s alſo 
common to Preaching and to Baptiſm, withour telling us,- as they have 
done, that in- the Lords Supper he is received in plennituce, and every 
whereclſe only in part. But however this was their Inclination, yet the 


very force of the terms oppoſe them, our Bleſſed Saviour having faid fo 


preciſely of the Euchariſt, This is my Body, This is my Blood, which he 
never did of any other thing, norupon any other occaſion; what likelt- 
hood was there of rendring that common to all the Actions of a Chri- 
ſtian, which his ex;reſs word had annexed to one particular Sacrament ? 


. -And: farther, the whole order of-Divine. Providence, the connexion of 


Doftrine and Holy Myfterics, the intention of FESUS CHRIST 1n his 
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laſt Supper, the words themſelves which he uttered, and the impreſfion 
which they naturally form in the minds of the Faithful, giveus nothing 
but the Ideas of his Real preſence. Therefore it was neceſſary our 
Adverfaries ſhould find out ſome expreſſions, the ſound of which might, 
at leaſt, give us a confuſed Idea of this reality. When a man fixes 
himſelf either entirely upon Faith, as Catholics do ; or entirely upon 
Human Reaſon, as Infidels do ; it is eaſte for him to eſtabliſh a con- 
nected and uniform model of DoCtrine. But when a man goes about 
to make a compoſition of one and the other,he always fays ſomething 
which he would not fay, and afterwards falls into opinions, the ſole 
Contrarieties of which ſhew the Manifeſt falfity of them. 

This is what has happened to theſe Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd 
Religion ; and God has fo permitted it, to facilitate their return to Ca- 
tholic Unity. For, whereas their proper experience ſhews them, they 
muſt neceſſarily expreſs themſelves as we do, to ſpeak the Language of Truth ; 
ought they not to judge it neceſſary to think as we do, to underſtand it 
Right? If they obſerve in their own Belief many exprethons which have 
no ſenſe but according to our Tenets, is it not ſufficient to convince them, 
that Truth is not in its full perfeFion but amongſt us? And ought not thoſe 
unconnetted parts of Catholic Dorine, which are ſcattered here and there 
in their Catechiſms, but which, as I may fay, require to be United to 
the whole ; ought they not, I fay, to excite them to ſearch, in the 


Communion of the Church, a full and entire explication of the Myſtery of the 


Euchariſt > They would, no doubt, be brought to it, did not humane 
refletions trouble and perplex their Faith, which has too much depen- 
dence upon ſenſe. But having ſhewn what Fruit they ought to Reap 


from the Expoſition of their Dofrine, let us finiſh the Explication of our 
010n, 


S E CT, XII. 
Of Tranſubſtantiation and Adoration, and in what ſenſe 
the Euchariſt is ſaid to be a Sign. 


]! having been Convenient, as was ſaid before, that the Senſes ſhould 
not perceive any thing in this Myſtery of F aith, it was neceſſary 
nothing ſhould be changed, in reſpect of them, .ih the Bread and Wine 
of the Euchariſt. Upon which account, being we ſee the fame Species, 
and feel the ſame Effects as before in this Sacrament, we muſt not won- 
der, if the ſame name be given- to them ſometimes, and in ſome certain 
ſenſe. Yet notwithſtanding, Faith being attentive to His word, who 
performs what pleaſes him in Heaven a on Earth, acknowledges here 
no other Subſtance, but what is deſigned by the ſame word, that is to 
fay, the pro ger Body and Blood of Feſus Chriſt, into whuch the on 
| an 
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Sacrifice of the Maſs. 29 
and Wine are changed; this is what we call Tranſubſtantiation. 

However, that Real Verity which 1s 1interiorly contained in the 
Euchariſt, hinders not the exterior and ſenſible part trom being a ſign; 
bur a {ign of ſuch a Nature, that it is ſo far from excluding the Reali- 
ty of the thing fignified, it bears it neceſ{arily along with it, feeing 
that in effect, thele words, Thx #s my Body, pronounc'd upon that 
matter, which JESUS CHRIST himfelt made choice of, 1s to us a 
certain ſign that his Body is preſent, and tho the Symbols appear always 
the ſame to our Senſes, yet our Mind Judges otherwiſe of them, and 
not according to Senſe; becauſe a ſuperior Authority interpoſes; 
So that, whereas certain Species, and a certain ſequel or natural im 
preſfions on our Senfes, have been accuſtomed to deſign to us the 
ſubſtance of Brezd and Witt, the Authority of Him, in whom we 
believe, cauſes theſe ſame Species to begin to ſhew us another ſubſtance. 
For we giveear to him who ſaid, that thx, which we receive and cat, 
hi Body; and ſuch is the force of theſe words, as they hinder us fro 
referring thoſe exterior appearances to the ſubſtance of Bread, .and 
induce tis to refer them to the Body of JESUS CHRIST there preſent : 
Infomuch that the Preſence of ſuch an adorable Object being rendered 
certain tous by this ſign, weare not afraid to pay it our Adorations. 

I will not dwell ufon the point of Adoration, becauſe the moſt lear- 
ned and moſt intelligent of our Adverſaries have long {ince granted us; 
thoſe who are perſwaded of the Real preſence of FESUS CHRIST inthe 
Euchariſt ought to pay him in it their Adorations, 

In fine, being-once convinced, the all-powerful words of the Son of 
God Operate Whatever they declare, we believe that inthe laſt Supper, 
they had their effect as ſoon as they were pronounced by him ; and by 
a neceſſary Conſequence we acknowledg the Real Preſence of his Body. 
before our receiving of it. 
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'J He things-being ſuppoſed, there remains no: particular difficult% 
about the Sacrifice which we acknowledg in the Euchariſt, 

We have Obſerved two actions in this Myſtery, which ceaſe not 
to be diſtin, tho one of them has a Relation to the other. 'The firſt 
is the Conſecration, by which the Bread and. Wine are changed into 
the Body and Blood; and the ſecond is thereceiving, by which we 
partake of them. | 

In the Conſecration, the Body and the Blood are myſtically ſeparated . 
becauſe JESUS CHRIST faid ſeparately, This s my Body, thi s my Blood, 


which, includes a lively. and  efficatious Repreſentation of the violent 
Death ke ſuffered. 
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Sothat'the Son of iGod:is placed upon the-Holy Table, in vertue of 
theſe words, cloathed with thoſe figns which Repreſent his Death ; this 


is effeted by Conſecration; and this Religious action carries with it an 


acknowledgment of Gods Soveraignty,in as much as Feſus Chriſt there 
preſent, renews and perpetuates, in fome ſort, the Remembrance of 
his being Obedient, even to'the death of the Croſs : So that there is 
nothing wanting to render this a true Sacrifice. 

We cannot*doubt but this Action, as diftin&t from that of Commus- 
nicating, is of it ſelf acceptable to God, and makes him look upon us 
with a more propitious Eye, becauſe it Repreſents to him that voluntary 
Death which his beloved Son has ſuffered tor us Sinners, or rather places 
before his Eyes that very Son of his, under the {igns of this Death, 
by which his Wrath had been appeated. 

All Chriſtians will confeſs the fole Preſence of FESUS CHRIST to be 
a moſt Powerful Interceffion before God for all mankind ; according to 
the ſaying of the Apoltle, that Feſus Chriſt preſents himſelf and appears 
for us before the Face of God. Sothat we believe Feſus Chriſt being pre- 
ſent upon the Holy Table, under this Figure of Death, intercedes for 
us, and Repreſents continually :to his Farher that death which he has 
ſuffered for his Church. 

It is in'this Senſe weſay, Feſus Chriſt offers up himſelf to God for 
us in the/Eucharilt ; 1t 1s act this manner we conceive this Oblation 
renders God more propitious to us, and theretore we call this a Propt- 
tiatory Sacrifice. | 

When we conſider what it-is, Feſus Chriſt Operates in this Myſtery, 
and when weſee him by 'Faith preſent upon this Holy Table,together 
with theſe Signs of death, we Unite our ſelves to him 1n this Eſtate ; 
we preſent him to God, as our only Victim, and our ſole Propitiator 
by his Blood, confeſſing we have nothing .to offer up to God but 
Feſns Chriſt, and the infinite Merit of his Death. We Conſecrate all 


our Prayers by this Holy Oblation, and in preſenting Feſus Chriſt, to 


God, we learn at the ſame time, to offer up our ſelves ro the Divine 
Majeſty in him, and by him, as living Sacrihces. | 

his is the Sacrifice of Chriſtians, infinitely different from what was 
offered up in the Old Law : A Spiritual Sacriace becoming the New 
Covenant, in which the preſence of the Victim is only perceived by 
Faith ; in which the Word of Godis the Spiritual Sword which makes 
a Myſtical ſeperation betwixrt the :Body and the Blood; in which by 
conſequence the Blood /is only ſhed Myſtically, and in which Death 


_ only intervenes by Repreſentation : And' yet however a molt Real 


'Sacrifice, in as much as Feſus Chriſt 1s there truly contained, and 
preſented to his Father, under this Figure of Death : Bur a Comme- 
morative 'Sacrifice, which is ſo. far from taking away our adheſion ' to 
the Sactifice of the-Croſfs (as it:is:objefted to us) on the contrary, it 
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The Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
fixes usthe firmer to-it by all its circumſtances ; ſeeing it has not only an 
entire relation to it, but in reality,. has neither being nor ſubſiſtence bur 
by this relation, from whence it deriyeth all the Vertue contained in it. 
This isthe expreſs Doctrine of the Catholic Church in the Council 
of Trent, which teaches, that this Sacrifice is inſtituted only to repreſent 


- I » 
that which was once accompliſhed upon the Croſs; to perpetuate the memory of Seſſ. 22. 6.14 


3t to the end of the World; and to apply to us the ſaving Vertue of it for the 
remiſſion of thoſe ſins which we commit every day. So that the Church is ſo 
far from believing, that ſomething wants to perfe&t the Sacrifice of the 
Croſs; on the contrary, ſhe thinks it ſo perfect, and fo fully ſutheient, as - 
what 15 added, is only inſtituted ro celebrate the Memory, and apply 
its Vertue. ; 

By which the fame Church acknowledges, that all rhe merit of the 
Redeniption of Mankind depends upon the Death of the Son of God ; 
and it ought to be underſtood, from all we have already expounded, that 
when we ſay to God in the Celebration of the Divine Myſtery, We offer 
unto you this Holy Hoſt, we pretend not by this. Oblation, to make, - or 
preſent to God a new payment of the price of our Salvation, :but to offer 
up to him in our behalts, the Merits of our Blefled FESUS'there preſent, 
and the infinite price which he once paid for us upon the Croſs. 

The Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd Religion do not think 
they offend FESUS CHRIST, by offering him to God as preſent to their 
Faith ; and if they believed him to be really there, what repugnance 
could they have to offer him up as truly preſent ; So that the whole dit 
pute ought indeed to he reduced to the Real Preſence alone. 

From hence forwards, all thoſe falſe Ideas, which theſe Gentlemen of 
the Pretended Reform'd Reltgion form to themſelves of the Sacrifice 
which we offer, ought to be effaced. "They ought freely to acknow-- 
ledge Catholics pretend not to. make a new propitiation te appeaſe God 
a freſh, as if he had not been ſufficiently ſatished by the Sacrifice of the 
Croſs; or to make ſome addition to the Price of our Salvation, as if it 
were imperfe&t. All theſe things have no place in our Doctrine ; be- 
cauſe all that is here done, is intended by way of Interceſſion and Appli- 

cation, as we have now explicatcd. 
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Fter this Explication, thoſe mighty Obje&tions drawn from the. 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and ſo much enforced againſt us, will appear 

to have little reaſon in them : and it is in vain our Adverſaries ſtrive to 
proye, from the ſentiments of the Apoſtle, that we annul the Sacrifice 
of the Croſs. . But becauſe the beſt way to prove that two DoQtrines are 
nor . 
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560: not oppoſite to one another,is to ſhew, by explicating them, that no Pro- 


poſitions of the one 1s contrary to the Propoſitions of the other , I think 
I am bound in this place to propoſe in ſhort the Doftrine of this Epiiltle. 

The Apoſtle intends in this Epiſtle to teach us, that a ſinner could 
not avoid Death, but by ſubſtituting ſome one in his place to die for 
him ; that whilſt Men ſubſtituted only Bealits to be killed in their places, 
their Sacrihces operated nothing, but a publick acknowledgment of 
their having deſerved Death ; and that, ſecing the Divine Juſtice could 
not be ſatished by ſo unequal an exchange,they begun again every aay to 
ſly new Victims; which was a certain mark of the inſutficiency af thar 
ſubſtitution : But that, ſince FESUS CHRIST had vouchfafed to die for 
Sinners, God being farisfied, by the free Oblation of ſo worthy a Perſon 
ſubſtituting himſelf, he had nothing more to exadt for the price of our 
Redemption. From whence the Apoſtle concludes, we ought not only 
to offer up no more Victims after FESUS CHRIST, but that FESUS 
CHRIST himfaf ought to be but once offered up to Death for us. 

Let the Reader then, who is ſolicitous for his Souls Salvation, and a 
lover of Truth, refle& a little upon what we have ſaid concerning the 
manner how JESUS CHRIST offers up himſelf ro God for us in the Eu- 
chariſt; I am certain, he will not find any Propolition contrary to thoſe 
1 have here related from the Apoſtle ; or which weakens his Argument ; 
{o that nothing can be objected to us, but his filence upon this point. 
But thoſe who would but conſider the wiſe diftributzon which God 
makes of his ſecrets in the ſeveral Books of Scripture, would not oblige 
us to receive, {rom the ſole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, all our inſtructions 
concerning a matter which was not neceſſary to the Subject of thar 
Epiſtle.; ſeeing the Apoſtle intends to explicate in it, the perfection of 
the Sacrifice A the Croſs, and not the diflerent manners which God has 
anſtituted to apply it to us. 

And to remove all Ejuivocation, if we take the word Offer in the 
ſenſe it is made uſe of in this Epiſtle, as implying the aCtual Death of the 
Victim, we will publickly confeſs, that JESUS CHRIST is now no 
more offered up, neither in the Euchariſt, nor any where elſe. But be- 
cauſe this word has a larger fſignification in other places of Scripture, 
where it is often ſaid, We offer up to God what we preſent before him ; 
the Church, which forms her Language, and her Do&trine not from the 
ſole Epiſtle tothe Hebrews, but from the whole Body of the Holy Scrip- 
rure, is not afraid to fay, that JESUS CHRIST offers up himſelf to 
God wherever he appears before his Face upon our behalf, and that by 
conſequence, he offers up himſelf in the Eucharitt, according to the 
Holy Fathers expreons. 

Now to imagine this manner, of JESUS CHRIST's, preſenting him- 
ſelf to God, ſhould injure the Sacrifice of the Croſs, is what cannot in 


2ny kind be ſuppoſed without overthrowing the whole Scripture, and 


particularly 
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particularly this Epiſtle, which is ſo vehemently hoc ag againſt us. For 
it muſt, by the ſame reaſon, be concluded, that when FESUS CHRIST 


offered up himſelf to God, In entring into the World, to ſubſtitute him- Hes: 10. 5- 
felf in place of thoſe Victims which coald not pleaſe him, he injured that Heb. 9. 24. 


Action by which he offered up htmſelt upon the Crols ; that when he 


continues to appear before God for us, he weakens that Oblation by which Fes. 9. 2.6. 
he/appeared once, by the immolation of himſelf, and that not ceaſing to inter- Heb. 7. 25+ 


2de for us, he accuſes of inſufficiency that interceſſion which he made in 


dying with ſo many tears, and ſuch an exclamation. Heb. 5.7. 


All this would be ridiculous. We muſt therefore underſtand, that 
FESUS CHRIST, who once offer2d up himſelt to be the humble Vidtim 
of the Divine Juſtice, do's not ceaſe to offer up himſelf always for us; 
that the infinite perfection of the Sacrifice of the Croſs confilts in this, 
that whatſoever preceded it, as well as what follows it, has an entire re- 
ference to it : that as what preceded it, was a preparation to 1t; fo that 
which follows it, is the conſummarion. and application of it ; that in 
reality the payment of the price of our Redemption is no more reitera- 
ted, becauſe tt was fully diſcharg'd the firſt time ; but that what applys 
that Redemption to us, continues without ceafang ; laſtly, that we muſt 
make a diſtinCtion betwixt the things which are reiterated as imperfect, 
and thofe which are continued as perfect and neceſlary. 


rn eno—ed—<————_ 


SECT. XVI. 
Reſieitions upon the preceding Doftrine. 
E conjure all thoſe of the Pretexuded Reformation, to. make ſome 
a. lirtle Reflection upon what has been ſaid concerning the Eucha- 
rilt; | 

The Doctrine of the Real Preſence has been the neceſſary foundation 
of it. 'This Foundation is impugned by the Calvini/ts, There is no- 
thing appears more important than this in our Controverſies ; ſeeing the 
Quellion is concerning the Real Preſence of FESUS CHRIST himſelf. 
There is nothing our Adverfaries find more difficult to believe. And 

there is nothing in which we are ſo directly oppoſite, as in this. 

In moſt other Diſputes, when theſe Gentlemen hear us with calmneſs, 
they find the difficulties vaniſh, and that they are more offended with 
words, than with the things themſelves. On the contrary, upon this ſub- 
ject we agree more about the manner of ſpeaking ; becauſe both ſides uſe 
the words of Real Participation, and the like : Bur the fuller we explicate 


our ſelves, the more we find our ſelves oppoſed ; becauſe our Adverſa- 
ries do not receive all the Conſequences of thoſe truths which they admit, 


—__ diſcouraged (as I faid) by the difficulties which Senſe and Human 
y This 


n find in theſe conſequences. 
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This is therefore, to ſay truly, the moſt difficult of our Controver« 
ſies, and that in which weare moſt oppoſite to one another. 

Nevertheleſs God has permitted the Latherans ſhould adhere to the 
belief of the Real Preſence as well as we : And he has alſo permitted 
the Calviniſts ſhould declare this Doctrine to have no Poyſon in it ; that 
it do's not ſubvert the foundations of Salvation and Faith ; and that it 
ought not to break Communion: betwixt Brethren. 

Let thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, who think ſeriouſly of 
their Salvation, render themſelves here attentive to that Order , which 
the Divine Providence makes uſe of to bring them inſenſ{ibly nearer ro 
us and Truth. One may either entirely diffipate all the other grounds of 
their complaints, or ., leaſt reduce them to very few Heads, with a 
little explication. In this where we cannot hope. to Con{uer by this 
Method, they have themſelves removed the Chief difficulty, by de- 
claring this DoCtrine to contain nothing in it contrary to Salvation, or to 
the fundamentais of Religion, | 

Tr is true, the Lutherans, tho' they concur with us in the ground of 
the Reality, yet admit not all the Conſequences of it. "They put Bread: 
together with the Body of FESUS CHRIST ; ſome of them reject the 
Adoration; and they ſeem to acknowledge the Real Preſence only in 
the Act of Receiving. Bur all the ſubtility of the Miniſters can never 
perſwade ingenuous and underſtanding Perſons, but that, it they main- 
tain the Real Preſence, which is the moſt important and the moſt 
difficult Point, they ought alſo to maintain the” Reſt. 

Moreover, the fame Providence,. which labours Secretly for our 
nearer Union, and lays the Foundations of Reconciliation and of peace 
in the midſt of Bitterneſs and Diſputes, has farther Saree the 
Calviniſts to allow, that ſuppoſing theſe words, Thu # my Body, ought 
£0 be taken in a literal ſenſe,C atholics do reaſon better and more Confe- 


quently than the Lutherans. 


- If I relate nor the Paſſages which have been > often cited on this 
account, I ho'e I ſhall eaſily be excuſed, becaufe all thoſe, who are not 


_ obſtinate, will grant us withour difficulty, that the Real Preſence be- 


ing ſuppoſed, our Do&trine is that which moſt naturally follows. 

It is then an eſtabliſhed Truth, that our DoCtrine in this Point 
contains nothing but the Real Preſence rightly. underſtood. But we 
muſt not ſtop there ; and we beſeech the Pretended Reform'd tocon{ider, 
we make uſe of no other things to explicate'the Sacrifice of the Eucha- 
riſt , but only ſuch as are neceflarily included in this reality of Preſence. 
If. it ſhould be asked us after this, how it comes then to paſs the 
7 utherans, who believe the Real Preſence, ſhould neverthelels reject 
the Sacrifice, which is according -to us, only a Conſequence of it : Our 
Anſwer is in one-word, that this Do&rine mult be' numbred amongft 


te other Conſequences of the Real Preſence, which theſe Lutherans 


have 
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have not underſtood, and which we have penetrated much better than 
they, as the Calviniſts themſelves Conteſs. 

If our explications perſwade theſe laſt, that our DoCtrine about the 
Sacrifice is included in that of the Real Preſence, they ought to ſee 
clearly that this mighty Diſpute of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, which has 
filled ſo many Volumes, and occaſioned ſo many Invectives, ought 
from henceforwards to be retrenched from the body of their Contro- 


verſies, becauſe this Point has not now any particular difficulty, and 


(which is much more important) becauſe this Sacrifice, againlt which 
they have ſo great repugnance, is no other but a neceſſary Conſequence 
and a natural explication ofa Doctrine, which, according to them, has 
20 venom in it, Let them now Examine themſelves, and after this, try 
before God whether they have ſo much Reaſon, as they imagine, to 
withdraw themſelves from thoſe Altars, where their Gre-Fathere Ye= 
ceived the Bread of life. 


S:K.C:L.XVE; 


Communion under both kinds. 


'T Here remains one. other Conſequence of this Doctrine to be exa" 


mined, which is,that FESUS CHRIST being really preſent in the 
Sacrament, the grace and Benediction is not annexed to the ſenſible 
Species, but to the proper ſubſtance of his Fleſh, which is living, and 
lite-giving, becauſe of the; Diwinity which.is Unired to it. -Upon which 
account, all thoſe 'wha. believe' the Real prefence, ought not to have 
any difhculty to Communicate under. one ſole Species,” becauſe they 


there receiye all that is efſential to this Sacrament, together with a 


plenitude fo ſecure, becauſe there being now no Real ſeparation be- 
twixt the Body and the Blood, (as bath Fan {a1d) we receive entirely, 
and without diviſion him, who 1s ſolely capable to fatiate us. 

'This is the ſolid foundation, -upon which-the Church, interpreting 
the Precept of Communion has declared, we may receive the- SanCtift- 
cation, which this Sacrament carries with it, under one ſole ſpecies ; 
and it ſhe have reduced her Children to this fole ſpecies, it was not 
out of diſeſteem of the other ; ſeeing, on.the contrary, ſhe did it to 
hinder thoſe Irreverences,which the confuſion and negligence of. people 
had occaſioned, in theſe latter ages,reſerving to her-ſelf, the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of Communion under both kinds, according as it ſhould become 
more advantagious to Peace and: Unity. : 

_ Catholic Divines have made it appear to thoſe of the Pretended 
Reformation, how they themſelves have made uſe of ſeveral ſuch like 
Interpretations, in what belongs to the uſe of the Sacrament ; but 
above all they had reaſon to remark this which is taken out of the 12 
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12 Chap. of their Diſcipline, Title of the Lords Supper, Art. 7. where 
we find theſe words: The Bread of the Lords Supper -ought to be adminiſtred 
to thoſe who cannot drink Wine, upon their making proteſtation, that it u not 
out of contempt, and endeavouring what they can poſſibly, ty obviate all Scar= 
dat even-by approaching the Cup as neer their Mouths as they are able. They 
have judged, by this regulation that both ſpecies were not, by the ig- 
ſtitutton -of FESUS CHRIST, effential tro the Communion : herws 
they ought to have abſolutely refuſed the Sacrament to thoſe, who _ 
could not receive it whole and entire, and not te give it them after 2 
manner contrary to that which FESUS CHRIST had commanded ; in 
which caſe their diſability would have been their excuſe. But our Ad- 
verfaries conceived it would be an-excefhive rigour, not to allow at leaft 
one of the ſpecies to thoſe, who-:could not receive the other ; and as 
this condeſcendence has no ground 4n Scripture, they muſt acknowledge 
with us, the words, by which FESUS CHRIST propoſes to us the two 
ſpecies, are liable to ſome Interpretation, and that this Interpretation 
ought to bedeclared by the Authority of the Church. 


# 


But it might ſeem as if this Article-of their Diſcipline, which was made 
in the Synod of Poztiers held in the year 1560, had been reformed by 
the Synod of Vertueil held in the year 1567. where it is faid the company 
7s not of opinion, the Bread ſhould be adminiſired to thoſe who would not re- 
ceive the Cup. Theſe two Synods nevertheleſs are no ways oppoſite. 
That of Fertueil ſpeaks only of thaſe who avill not receive the Cu : And 

that of Poztiers of thoſe only zho:camot. In effect, notwiihilado the 
Synod of Vertueil, this Article remains in their Diſcipline, and has been 
alſo approved by a latter Synod than that of Verruei!, by the Synod of 
la Rechell in 1571, where this Article was review'd, and put into that 
ſtate in which it now 1s. 

But ſuppoſing the Synod&/of the Pretended Reform'd Religion had 
differed i their Sentiments, it would only follow that the matter in 
queſtion regards not Faith, and that it is of the number of thoſe, which 
are at the Churches diſpoſal according to their own Principles. 


——_ 


SECT. XVII 
The written aud unwritten Word. 


THERE remains nothing more now, but to explicate what Catho- 
jon ligs believe touching the Ward of God, and the Authority of the 
ur 


 FESUS-CHRIST having laid the Foundation. of his Church by Preach- 
ing, the unwritten Word was the firſt Rule of Chriſtianity ; and when 

e Writings of the New Teſtament were added, this.unwritten Word did 
not-upon that account loſe 1ts Authority ; which makes. us Teceive with 
equal veneration all that was ever taught by the Apoltles, whether by 
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Writing, or by word of Mouth, as St. Paul himſelf has expreſly de- * Thef: 2. I 


clared. And it is a molt certain fign, a DoEtrine comes from the Apo- 
files, when it is univerſally embraced by all Chriftian Churches, with- 
out any poſſibility of ſhewing its beginning. We cannot chuſe but re- 
ceive all that is eftabliſhed after this manner, with the ſubmiſſion due 
to Divine Authority; and we are perſwaded thoſe of the Pretended 
Reformation, who are not obſtinate, are in the bottom of their Hearts 
.of rhe ſame Opinion; it being impoſſible to believe a Doctrine, re- 
ceived from the beginning of the Church, can flow from any other 
ſource than that of the Apoſtles. Wherefore our Adverſaries ought 
not to wonder if we, who are carcful to gather together all our Fathers 
have left us, ſhould conſerve the Depofirum of Tradition as well as that 
of the Scriptures. 


—_—S_ 
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SECT. XDX. 
The Authority of the Church. 
He Church being eſtabliſhed by God to be the Guardian of Scrip” 


ture and Tradition, we receive the Canonical Scriptures from her3 
and let our Advetlaries fay what they will, we doubt not but it 1s her 
Authority which principally determines them to. reverence as Divine 
Books, the Canticle of Canticles, which has ſofew vilible marks of a Pro- 
phetical Inſpiration ; the Epiſtle of St. Fames, which Luther rejected; 
and that of.St. Fude, which might appear ſuſpe&ted becauſe of ſome A- 
pocryphal Books cited in it. In fine, it can only be from this Autho- 
rity they receive the whole Body of Scripture, which all Chriſtians ac- 
cept as Divine, before their reading of it has made them ſenſible of the 
Spirit of God in it. - : 


Being then inſeparably ibound, as we are, to the Holy Authority of 


the Church, by means of the Scriptures which we receive from her 
Hands, we learn Tradition alſo from her and by the means of Tradti- 
tion we learn the true ſenſe of Scripture. Upon which account the 
Church profeſles, ſhe tells us nothing from her ſelf, and that ſhe in- 
vents nothing new in .her DoCtrine : ſhe do's nothing but declare the 
Divine Revelation, by the Interior Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
K.given to her as her Teacher. 

That Diſpute, which was raiſed: in the very time of the Apoſtles, 


upon account of the Ceremonies of the Law, ſhews clearly, that the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt, explicates himſelf by the Church; and their Acts have b: 
zhe Method by which that firſt Conteſt wasdecided, taught all ft box d 
ing Ages, by what Authority all other Differences are to be ended. So 
that as often as there ſhall happen any Diſputes to cauſe a Divition a- 
pn the Faichful, the Church will interpoſe her APs 490 er 

Paſtors 


671 


be Authority of the Church. 


672 Paſtors aflembled will fay after the Apoſtles, It has ſeemed good to the 
its. 15.28. Holy Ghoſt, and to us. And when ſhe has ſpoken, her Children will be 
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taught, they ought not to begin azain to examine thoſe Articles once 
ſo reſolved on ; but are bound humbly to receive her Deciſions. In this 
we ſhall follow the example of St. Paul and Silas, who carried this firſt 
Sentence of the Apoſtles to the Faithful, and were fo far from permit- 
ting a new Diſcuſhon of what had been decided, that on the contrary, 
They went from place to place, teaching them to obſerve the Ordinances of the 
Apoſtles. 

Thus it is the Children of God acquieſce in the Judgment of the 
Church, believing that from ner Mouth they hear the Oracle of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and upon account of this belief it is, that after having 
ſaid in our Creed, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, we add immediately, The 
Holy Catholic Church ; by which we oblige our ſelves to acknowledge an 
infallible and perpetual Verity in the Univerſal Church, becauſe this 
very Church which we believe exiſtentin all Ages, would ceaſe to be 
the Church, if ſhe ceaſed to teach the truth revealed by God. . So 
that thoſe *yho apprehend leſt ſhe ſhould abuſe her Power to eſtabliſh 
a Lie, have no Faith in him by whom ſhe is governed. 

And it our Adverſaries would but look upon theſe things in a more 
mild and candid manner, they would be obliged ro acknowledge, the 


_Catholic Church is ſo far from making her felt Miſtreſs of her Faith , 


as they have accuſed her, that, on the Contrary, ſhe has done what ſhe 
could to bind, and deprive her ſelf of all the Means of Innovation , 
feeing ſhe not only fibmits her ſelf to the Holy Scriptures, but to 
the end ſhe might "# ever baniſh all arbitrary Interpretations, which 
make Mens Imaginations pals for Scripture, the has obliged her ſelf to 
Interpret them, in what relates to Faith and Manners, according to 
the ſenſe of the Holy Fathers; from which ſhe profeſleth never to de- 
part, declaring in all her Councils, and (in.all the Profeſſions of Faith 
ſhe has publiſhed) That ſhe do's not receive any Doctrine which 15 not. 
conformable to the Tradition of all preceeding Ages. 

Moreover, if our Adverfaries conſult their Conſciences, they will 
find the Name of the Church has more Authority over them, than 
they dare avouch in their Diſputes : And I do not think there is any 
one prudent Man amongſt them, who finding himſelt the only Perſon 
of a Perſwaſion, thg, it appeared to him never fo evident, but would 
abhor that Singularity ; ſo true it is,that Men have need in theſe Mat- 
ters to be ſupported in their Tenets, by the Authority of ſome Society 
that is of the ſame Opinion with them. And for this Reaſon, God, 
who created us, and who knows what is moſt proper for us, hath 
ordained for our good, that all Particulars ſhould be ſubject to the 
Authority of his Church, which, of all other Authorities, 1s without 


doubt the beſt eſtabliſhed. IneffeR, it is eftabliſhed not only by, that * 
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Teſtimony, which God himfelf gives of it in the Holy Scriptures,bur 
allo by the marks of his divine Protection, which are no lefs viſible in 


the inviolable and perpetual ſubſiſtence of ir, than in its miraculous 
Eftabliſhment. 


A——————— 


SECT. XX. 


The Sentiments of thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, 
concerning the Authority of the Church, | 


His Supream Authority of the Church is ſo neceſſary to regulate 
the Uiſrevces, which ariſe in matters of Faith, and about the 
Senſe of Scripture, that our Adverfarics themſelves, after having decri- 
ed it, as an unſupportable Tyranny, have been ar laft obliged to eſta- 
bliſh it amongſt themſelves. 

When thoſe who are called Independents, declared openly, that each 
one of the Faithful ought to follow the light of his own Conſcience , 
without fubmitting his Judgment to the Authority of any Body, or 
Eccleſiaſtical Afſembly, and upon this ground refuſed to fubmit to any 
Synods ; That of Charenton held 164.4. Cenfured this DoEtrine upon 
the ſame Reaſons, and for the ſame Inconveniencies, for which we reject 
it. 'ThisSynod obſerves 1n the firſt place, that this Error of the Inde- 
gendents conſiſts in this, that they teach, Every Church ought to be 


governed by her proper Laws, without a dependance upon any Perſon in 


Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and without any Obligation to acknowledge the Authority 
of Conferences and Synods for her regulation and condu. After which this 
Synod determines, that ths Se# 5 as prejudiciat--to the State as to the 
Church, that it opens a door to all forts of Irregularities and Extravagancies ; 
that it takes away all the means of applying any remedy to it ; and that if it 
rook place, there might be as many Religions framed as Pariſhes or particular 
Aſſemblies. Theſe laſt words ſhew it 1s Principally in matters of Faith, 
this Synod would eſtabliſh a Dependance ; ſeeing the greateſt Inconveni- 
ence into which it obſerves the faithful would fall by an Independence 
1s, that there might chance to be as many Religions formed as Pariſhes. Ever 

Church then (according to the Do&rine of this Synod) and ack 
more every private Perſon, muſt neceſſarily depend, in what concerns 
matters of Fairh,*upon fome other ſaperior Authoriry, which reſides in 
ſome Aftembly, or in ſome Body ; to which Authority all the Faithful 
ſubmit their Judgments. For the Independents do not refuſe to fubmit 
to the Word of God, according as they think it ought ro be underſtood ; 
nor to accept the Deciſions of Synods, when, after having examined 
them, they judge them reaſonable. What they refuſe to do, 15 to 
fubmit their Judgments to that of any Aſſembly for its ſake ;. becauſe our 


Adverſarics have taught them, that every Aſſembly, even that of the 
: Univerſal 
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Univerſal Church, is a Society of Men ſubject to Error, and to which, 
by conſequence, a Chriſtian ought not to ſubmit his Judgment ; that 
ſubmiſſion being only due to God. From this preteni1on of the Inde- 
pendents it is, thoſe Inconveniencies follow, which the Synod of Charen-- 
ton ſo well obſerved. For let a Man make what profeihion he pleaſeth 
to ſubmit himſelf to the Word of God, it every one think he has a right 
to Interpret tt according to his own Senſe, andagainlt the 'T'eners of the 
Church declared in her lat Sentence, this Pretenſion will open a door ta 
all «forts of Extravagancies ; it mill take away all the means of applying a 
remedy ; becauſe the Dect{1on of the Church is not a Remedy to thoſe, 
who think themſelves not obliged to fubmur to 1t; in fine, it gives way 
to the framing as many Religions, not only as there are Pariſhes, but alſo 
as there are Perſons. 

To avoid theſe Inconveniencies, from whence the ruine of Chriſtiant- 
ty would follow, the Synod of Charenton finds her ſelf obliged to eſta- 
bliſh 2 Dependence in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and that even in Points of 
Faith; but this dependence will never hinder thoſe pernicious Canſe- 

uences which they deſired to prevent, if they do not, with us, eſtabliſh 

is Maxim, That every particular Church, and much more every par- 

ticular Perſon amongſt the Faithful, ought to believe themſelves oblig'd 
ro ſubmit their private Judgment to the Authority of the Chureh. 

Thus we ſee in the Fifth Chapter of the Diſcipline, of the Pretended 
Refornrd Religion, . under the T'itle of Con/iſtories, Art 31. that going 
about to preſcribe a Means to end Debates, which might ariſe upon any 
Point of DofArine or Dijcipline, &c. they ordain firit the Confiſtory (hall 
endeavour to appeaſe the whole without noiſe, and with all the ſweetneſs of the 
Word of Ged ; and after having eſtabliſhed a Conliſtory, a Conference, 
and a Provincial . Synod, as fo many different degrees of Juriſdiction, 
coming at laſt toa National:Synod, above which, amongſt them, there 
1s no Authority, they ſpeak of it in theſe terms. There the entire and fi- 
zal Reſolution ſhall be given by the Word of God, to which if they refuſe to ac- 
quieſce in every Point, and with an expreſs diſavowing of their Errors, they 
ſhall be cut off from the Church. Tt is manifeſt thoſe of the Pretended Re- 
formation do, not attribute the Authority of this laſt Sentence to the 
Word of God taken in it ſelf, and without dependence upon the Au- 
thority of the Church; for tho* this Word was made uſe of in'their firſt 
Judgments, yet notwithſtanding they pernutted an Appeal. It 1s then 
this Word as Interpreted by the Soveraign "Tribunal of the Church, 
which gives this final Reſolution, to which whoſoever refuſes ro ſubmit in 
every Point, altho? he boaſt he is Authorized by the Word of God, is no 
more reputed but asa Prophane Perſon who corrupts andabuſles it. | 

But the Form of thoſe Letters of Deputation which were addreſs'd 
to the Synod of Vier? in the year 1517, to be obſerved by the Pro- 
vinces when they were to ſend their Deputies to a National Synod, has 

| ye 
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Anthority of the Church accoraing t0 Proteſtants. 

yet ſomething more expreſs; it is in theſe terms. We promiſe before God 
to ſubmit our ſelves to all that ſhall be concluded and refotued of in your holy 
Aſſemblies, to obey them, and put them im execution to our utmoſt power, be= 
ng perſwaded, as we are, that God will preſide in it, and lead you by his He 
by Spirit #nto all Truth and Equity, by the Rule of by Word, Here the Point 
15 not about receiving the Reſolution of a Synod, after they have found 
it to ſpeak according to Scripture ; they ſubmit to it there even before 
it is aflembled ; and they do it becauſe they are perſwaded the Holy Ghoſt 
will preſide in it. Tf this Perſuaſion be only founded upon a Human 
Prefmption, can a Man in Conſcience promiſe before God to ſubmit to all 
that ſhall be there concluded and reſolved of, to obey, and execute them to the 
utmoſt of his power ? And if this Perſuaſion has its foundation 1n a certain 
belief of the Affiſtance which the Holy Ghoſt gives to the Church in 
her final Deci{zons, Catholics themſelves require no more. 

So that the Proceedings of our Adverfaries ſhew them to agree with 
Uusin this Supreme Authority, without which it is impoſlible ever to put 
an end to any Difficulty in Religion; and tho, whilſt they were deſt- 


, rousto caſt off the yoak of Obedience, they denied the Faithful to be 
obliged to ſubmit their Judgments to that of the Church, yet the ne- 


ceſlity of eſtabliſhing an Order, has ſince forced them to grant what 
their firſt Undertakings had made them deny. 

'They have gone yet much further in the National Synod held at St. 
Foy in the year 1578. There was ſome overture made of a Reconcile- 
ment with the Lutherans, by means of a general Form of a Profeſſion of 
Faith common to all their Churches, which was propoſed to be drawn up. 
Thoſe of this Kingdom were invited to fend to an Aſſembly, which was 
to be held upon this account, Verrnous Perſons, authoriſed by all the ſaid 
Churches, with an ample Procuration, 'TO TREAT, AGREE UPON, 
AND DECIDE ALL POINT'S OF DOCTRINE, and other Matters 
concerning that Union, Upon this Propoſal, ſee in what rerms the Reto- 
lution of the Synod of St. Foy was couched. The National Synod of this 
Kingdom, after having given God thanks for ſuch an overture and commer.- 
dd the care, diligence, and good advice of the forementioned perſons convoca- 
ted, and APPROVING THE REMEDIES WHICH THEY 
HAVE SUGGESTED, that is to fay, principally that of framing a 
new Confetfion of Faith, and to give power to ſome certain Perfons 
to. compoſe 1t, has ordained, That if the Copy of the above named Confeſſion 
of. Faith be ſent in time, it ſhall be examined in each Provincial Synod, or 
otherwiſe, according to the convenience of each Province; and in the mean 
time has deputed four Miniſters, the moſt experienced in thoſe Affairs, to whom 
expreſs charge has been given to be preſent at the place and day appointed, 
with the Letters and full Procurations of a!l the Miniſters, and Elders, De- 
puties of the Provinces of this Kingdom, ds alſo of the Lord Viſcount 'T'urenne, 


to do all things above ſaid : yea ev2n, in the caſe that MEANS COULD 
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"The Authority of the Holy See of Rome, Ge. 
NOT BE FOUND OUT TO EXAMINE IN EVERY PRO- 
VINCE THE SAID CONFESSION, #t ſhould be referred to their 
Prudence and ſound Fudgment to agree and CONCLUDE all the points 
which ſhall be brought into deliberation, as wel FOR DOCTRINE, @« for 
other matters concerning the Benefit,Union, and Peace of all the Churches, Tt 


was to this, in fine, that this'ſeeming tenderneſs of Conſcience of theſe 
Pretended Reformers tended. How often have they reproched to us, 


' as a weakneſs, that ſubmiſſion which we pay to the Deciſions of the 


Church, which, ſay they, is nothing elſe but a company of Men liable 
to Error? and yet nevertheleſs, being aſſembled in a Body in a Natio- 


nal Synod, which repreſented all the Churches of the Pretended Re- 


formed in France, they are not afraid, by mutual conſent, to leave their 
Faith to the Arbitration of four 'Men, with fo abſolute an abandoning 
of their own Sentiments, that they gave them full power to change the 
very Confeſſion of Faith it ſelf, which mc do at this very day propoſe 


to the whole Chriſtian W orld as a Confeſſion of Faith, which contain- 


eth nothing but the pure Word of God, and for which, as they ſaid 
in preſenting it to our Kings, an infinite number of People were ready 
to ſhed their Blood. I leave the prudent Reader to make his refle&ti- 
ons upon the Decree of this Synod ; and ſhall ina few words finiſh the 
Explication of the-Churches Tenets. 


LO IT 
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SE CT. XXI, 
The Authority of the Holy See of Rome, and of Epiſcopacy. 


HE Son of God, being deſirous his Church ſhould be one, and fo- 
lidly built upon Unity, harh eſtabliſhed and inſtituted the Prima- 

cy of St. Peter to maintain and cement it. Upon which account, we 
acknowledg this Primacy in the Succeſſors of the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
to whom, for this cauſe, we owe that Obedience and Submiſſion, 
+ 229 the Holy Councils and Fathers have always taught the Faith- 
ul. ; 

As for thoſe things, which we know are diſputed of in the Schools, 
tho” the Miniſters continually alledge them to render this Power odious, 
it is not neceſſary we ſpeak of them here, ſeeing they are not Articles 
of the Cotholic Faith. Ir is ſufhcient we 5:7 phys 2 Head eſtabliſhed 
by God to condu&t his whole flock in his Paths ; which thoſe who love 


Concord amongſt Brethren, and Eccleſiaſtical Unanimity, will molt 

willingly acknowledg. | 
And certainly if the Authors of the Pretended Reformation had loved 
Unity, they would neither have aboliſhed Epiſcopal Government, which 
was eſtabliſhed by FESUS CHRIST himſelf, and which we find in force 
even in the times of the Apolties ; nor have deſpiſed the ENTRY ok 
| t. Peter's 


Concluſion of this Treatiſe. 


St. Peter's Chair, which has fo folida Foundation in the Goſpel, and 
ſo evident a fuccefſion in Tradition ; but they would rather have 
carefully conſerved Epiſcopal Authority, which eſtabliſheth unity in 
particular Churches, and the Primacy of St. Peter's Chair, which is the 
common Center of all Catholic Unity. 


——————_——_— 


SECT. XXII. 
Concluſion of this Treatiſe. 


"JiHs 1s the Expoſition of the Catholic Doctrine, in which, that I 
might tye my ſelf to the moſt Principal, I have left ſome queſtions 
untouched, which thoſe of the Pretended Refornvd Religion do not 
look upon as lawful marter for a Separation. I hope thoſe of their 
Communion, who ſhall impartially examine all the parts of this 'Trea- 
tife, will be better diſpoſed by the reading of it, to giveear to thoſe 
proofs upon which the Faith of the Church is eſtabliſhed, and will in 
the mean time acknowledg many of our Controverſies may be ended 
by a ſincere explication of our "Tenets; that her DoCtrine is Holy, and 
that, according to their own Principles, no one of her Articles de- 
ſtroys the grounds of Salvation. 

It any one ſhould think fit to anſwer this Treatiſe, he is deſired to conſider, 
that to accompliſh his intent, he muſt not undertake to refute. the 
Doctrine contained in it, ſeeing my Deſign was only to propoſe it, 
without going about to prove 1t; and that if in ſome Places I have 
hinted at ſome of the reaſons which eſtabliſh it, it is becauſe the know- 
: ledg of the Principal reaſons of a Do&trine, is often a neceſlary part of 

it's Explication. 

It would alſo be a quiing of the deſign of this T reatiſe,to examine 
the different methods, which Catholic Divines make uſe of to eſtabliſh 
or explicate the Doctrine of the Council of Trent, and the different 
Conſequences, which particular Do&tors have drawn from it. To 
urge any thing ſolid againft this Treatiſe,and which may come home to 
the Point ; it muſt be proved that the Churches Faith is not here faith- 
fully expounded, and that by ads which the ſame Church has obliged 
her ſelf to receive; or elſe it muſt be ſhown, that this Explication 
leaves all the Objections in their full force, and all the Diſputes untouch- 


ed ; or in fine,it muſt be preciſely ſhown in what this Doctrine ſubverts 
the Foundations of Faith. | | 
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( 44 ) 
Letters and Approbations mentioned in the Advertiſement. 


ATLetter of his Eminence to the Card. BONA of bappy Memory, to 
his Eminence the Card. de BUILLON. 


O ricevuto il libro di Monſignor Veſcovo di Condom, che V.E. ff 6 degnata 
inviarmi, e 51 come Conoſce la qualita del favore, e mene pregio, cofi rendo 

alla ſua gentilezza infinite gratie « per il dono e per il penſfiero che ſi prende di ac- 
creſcere ta min Libraria, L'ho letto con attentione particolare, e perche V., E, mi 
accenna che alcuni Io accuſano di qualche mancamento, ho woluto particolarmente 
oſſervare in che poteſſe eſſer ripreſo. Ma realmente non 50 trovarci ſe non materia 
ar grandiſſima lode, perche ſenza entrare nelle queſtions ſpinoſe delle cont roverſie , 
con una maniera ingegnoſa, facile, e famigliare, e con metodo, per cos: aire, geo- 
metrica da certiprincipii communi © approvati convince 1 Calvenifii, e li neceſſita 
s confeſſare Ia werita della Fede Cattolica. Ajjicuro V. E. di haver lo letto con 
1a indicibile ſodisfattione ; ne mi margviglio che gli habbino trovato 4 dire,perche 
zutte Ie Opere grandi, e che ſormontano tl ordinario, ſempre hanno contraaittori. 
Pince pero finalmente la verita, e dafrutti ſi connoſce Ia qualita dellalbero, Me 
me rallegro con Þ Autore, il quale ha dato ſaggiodel ſuo gran talento con queſia 
opera, e potra con molte altre ſervire lodevolmente a Sauta Chieſa, Roma 19, 
Gennaro 1672, ; 


A Letter from his Eminence the Cardinal SIGISMOND CHIGI, of 
happy Memory, to the Abbot of Dangeau. 


ICEVEL con la jua lettera ill Libro delln Eſpoſitione della Dottrina Cattolica 
ael Veſcovo di Condom, molto eruditore molto utile per convetire gl heri- 
rice pit con le ive ragioni, che con Paſprezza del diſcorſos Parlai al Paare, 
Maſtro ai $. Palazzo, & al Segretario del Congregatione aell Inaice, e conobbi 
veramente, che non viera ftato chi haveſſe a queſti Padri parlato in disfavore del 
medeſimo. Anxi li trouvai pirni di eftimatione per il medeſima: Or 
havendo poi parlato conque(ſti Signori Cardinali della Congregatione , tro- 
vai fra glaltri il Signor Cardinale Brancaccio molto inclinato apregiarlo, e 
»nolto propenſr a lodarne I Autore. Onde to tengo certo che qua ancora Monſignor 
di Condom o'tenga quella lode, che e dovuta alla ſua fatica & alla ſua dottrins. 
Reſto per tanto obligato alla ſun gentilezza che mi ha adato modo ai. ammirar Is 
mediſima ; mentre mi pare che  Autore ſtringa bene i ſuoi argomenti, e moſtri 
chiaro # punti nei quali i diviſt diſcordano della Chieza ; ne credo che ill modo che. 
tien F Autore, fia da condannarſi nell eſplicatione di qualche Dettrina inſegnats 
dal Concilio di Trento, eſſendo praticato da molti Scrittori & eſſendo da Iu 
maneggiato molto regolatamente ; in oltre che.  Autore non ha havuto in mente 
d'interpretare i dogmi di quel Concilio ; ma ſolo importar(s nel ſno libro eſplicats 
Pepe gl hevitica refino convinti, & in chiaro di tutto quello che Ia Santa Chieſa 
gl obliga di credere, Dell autorita del Papa, ne parlabene, e conil dovuto riſpetio 
Aella Sede Romana ogni volta che parla del capo wiſibile della Chieſa; onae torno , 
tre chenon capace che di lode, Roma 5, Apr, 1672s 
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A Letter from the Rev. Father HY ACINTHUS LIBELLI, at that 


time Maſter of the Sacred Palace, and now A. B. of Avignon, to the 
Card. SIGISMOND CHIGT. 


H? letto ill Libre del Sig. di Condom continente I Eſpofitione della Dottring del. 
la Chieſa. Devo infinite gratie &V.E, che mi habbia fatte conſumare, 
quattro hore di tempo $1 wvirtuoſamente, e con tanto mio diletro, Mi e piacciuto 

ſopra modo, e per Þ Argomento ſingolare, eper le prove, che a quello corrtſpondono 
La Dottrina @ tutte ſana ne vha ombra di mancamento. Ne per me 50 quelly che 
poſſu: opporiſf ; e ſe  Antore deſiderers che (i riſtampi in Romn, da me otterra 
rorte le facelts che gli ſaranno neceſſarie ad effetto che ſi riſtampiſenſa mutarne ne 
pure una parols, L Autore che ha molto ingegno ſi e ſervito in queſia operetia del 
giuditio, perche laciate aa parte le diſpute, che ſogliono queſs ſempre accreſcer le 

diſcordie, trovandofi di rare chi wvoglia cedere le prerogative del ingegno al com-- 
pagno, ha trovato un al;ro*modo pit facile di trattar co Calviniſii dal quale puo 

ſperarſfi maggior frutto. Perche ogni volta che perdin quel orrore a noſtri dogm: 
che hanno ſucchiato col latte, a noi pin volentieri £accoſtano, e poſta in malafede 

la doitrina che hanno appreſa da loro Maſtri di cui la maſſima principale eeſſere i 

noltri degmi orrenai & increaili, fi pongono con minor paſſion d'animo a cercar Ia 
werita Cattoliea, che 2 quello a che devono eſortarſi acciocche rineghino gh errori,. 
perche, come Y. E. diſcorreva Patro giorno, In verita Cattolica wince appreſſo 
ogn huomo prudente riconoſciuta a petto dell” Ereſia ogni wolta che ſia eſaminata 
ſenza preoccupatione di ſpirito, Hs preſo ardire di fare a V. E. queſta lungs 

deceria per una sfogo del contento ch* ho'haruuto dt legere il ſudetto libro, che Ells- 


ha fatto gratia ai participarmi, e pregandola a continuarmi ſimili favori le bacio 
riverentemente le veſti. Roma, 26 Aprile 1672. 


A Letter from the Biſhop-and-Prince of PADERBORNE at that time. 

Coadjutor, and now Biſhop of Munſter, to the Author. 
Uauquam ad wvirtutem ac eruditionem tuam toii terrarum orbi omnique 
Q poſteritati commendandam ſuficiat judicium Regis Chriftianiſſimi, qui fli- 
um ſuum in ſpem tante fortune genitum tibi inſtituendum erudiendnmque 
eMmmiſit : tn tamen immortali proprii ingenii monumento, aureo wvidelicet illo 
tibellocui titulus eſt, Expoſitio Doctrine Ecclehz Catholicx, nomen ruum pariterque 
Chriſtianam iſciplinam magis illuſtrare ; volniſit eaque non ſolum ab omnibus Ca- 
tholics maximos plauſus tuliſti,ſed etinm ex ipſis haterodoxis veriſſimas ingenis atque . 
arfrine tue laudes expreſſiti. Elucet enim in admirabili ills opuſtulo incredibilss 
qugedam res difficides & plant celefles at que divinas explicandi facilitas, & gra- 
rifſimns candor, ac vere Chrifliana Charitas atque Benignit as, qua ſedentes in 
tenebris & unibra mortis tam \ ſunviter allicis, & illuminas, ac dirigis invian 
pacis, ut uns Epiſceporum ad" boſtes Catholice fide: ſub jugum ſuave veritatis 
mittendos fitus & fattus efſe videaris. Quapropter ut eximii oper fructus lon- 
gitis manaret, atque per Univerſam Germaniam, aliaſque gentes ſeſe diſſunderect 
libellum tuum inlatinum ſermonem convertendi impetum cepi ; felt ubi literas tuas 
VIII. Cal. Maii datas perlegi, dubitawvi ſane ut rum progredi oporteret, an incepto 
abſitere, quia te non ſolum Gallici, ſed etinm Latini ſermonis nitore ac elegantia 
Fantepere pollere perſpexi, ut quicunque prater temetipſum tua ſcripts ae Gallico 
werteret, & pulcherrimum in genii tui partum deformaturns poiits, quans _ 
urus 


tarus efſe videretur. Quar? tu potiſſimiim efſes Orandus, ut fetum, quem in 
Iucem eaidiſti latinitate donares. Sed quia forſiten id tibi per occupationes non li- 
cet, & fe quidem tantum tibi ſit otii, obſecrandus es potius, ut plura ſcribas, quam 
ut ſcripta convertas ; faciam id quod tibi pergratum eſſe ſignificas, & illum cus 
hanc provinciam dedi urgebo, ut tnchoata perficiat, tibique verſionem libelli tut 
cenſendam corrigendamque tranſmittam. Te vero, Preſul lluſtriſſime longeque 
dofifſime, maximopere ſemper obſervabo & amicitiam tuam ad quam hic meus ca- 
natts © tua benignitas aditum mihi patefecit, omni officio colere ſludebo, Vale, 
Antiſtes eximie, ac de Republica Chriſtiand optim# merite, & me, ut facias, ama, 
atque Sereniſſimo Delphino cum optimis artibus atque praceptis ngſiram quoque mes 
moriam + amorem inſtulla, & Ducem Montauſerium meis verbis jube ſalvere pluri- 
mum. In Arce med ad Confluentes Luppie, Padere & Aliſonis, 3. Kal. Jun. 1673. 


A Letter from the Rev. Father RAIMUNDUS CAPISUCCHT, Maſter 
of the Sacred Palace, to the Author. 


L merito ſublime di V. S. Il da me ammirats, doveva eſſe ranche ſervito ne! 
occaſcone dell dottiſſimo oy eruditiſſimo libro da lei compoſio in difeſa della Fede Cat- 
rolica, & tranbotto per beneficio di tutti anche nella Lingua Italiana, onde ia devo 
render fingolariſſime gratie, come faccio a V. S. Ill dell occafione, che mi ha dato 
di ſervirla, Stiamo tattt attendo la publicatione di queſto belliſſime libro, per go- 
dere delle ſue nobil:ſſime fatiche, & io in particolare che vivo, e vivero ſempre 
ambitioſs di altri ſuoi commandamenti, e qui per fine con ogui ofſequio la riveriſco. 
Roma 20. Guign., 1675. y 


The Approbations of the Roman Edition Ann. 1678. 


The Approbation of Signior MICHEL ANGELO RICCT, Secretary to 
the Congregation of I. and H. R.and Confultor of the Holy Office. 
UOD Tridentina Synodus magno ftadio aſſecuta eſt, ut doftrinam Fidei ab opt* 
mnionibus,@ controver ſits inter Cathslicos omnind ſecerneret, ac eandem aperti- 
us, Or fignificantits explicaret ; ac Tertulianus olim, ut Hereticorum ſeceſ- 
fionem ab Eccleſia certu preſcriptionibus improbaret ; alii, ut principia quedam 
Hereticorum, Q& regulas, ad refutationem ipſorum ingeniose contorquerent : ea Cla- 
riſſimus quoque Vir Jacobus Benignus Boſſuet, Condomi Epiſcopus, preſtitit in hoc 
Opere, perſpicua methode, brevi, & ad perſuadendum accommoaata, que quidem 
precddarum Anutforis ingenium refert, Quod Ops Italorum commoditati nunc ele- 
ganter werſum 6 Gallica in maternam linguam prelo, ac Ince dignum exiſtimo. 
Rome aje 5. Auguſii 1678. MICHAEL ANGELUS RICCIUS, 


The Approbation of the Reverend Father LAURENCE BRANCATI DE 

 LAUREA of the Congregat. of Conſift. I. Rites ; Viht. Conſultor 

and Qualificator of the Holy Office, and Bibliothecarian of the Va» 
tican Library, 5c. 

| Mg dignum exiſlimo Opuſculum, ſeu diſcurſum Gallice & vari linguis im- 

preſſum, nunc autem ex Gallico in Italicum idioma converſum, in quo lUuſtrif- 

fimus Dominus Facobus Benignus Boſſuet Epiſcopus & Toparcha Condomi, nobil:, ſed 


' gravi ac ſolido ſtylo Religionis Pretenſe Reformate Miniſtros, & Aſſeclas, tam 


 communibus 
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communibus Eccleſie fundameutalibuu vegulu, quam propriis eorumdem princi in 


fortiter perſtringit, oftendens, non Catholicos, ut ii Miniſtri autumant, ſed ipſoſ- 
met Miniſtros, per improprias conſequentias receſſiſſe ab Eccleſie dogmatibus, nobis, 
spfiſque communibus; & ex pravis ejuſmodi Scripture vel Conciliorum intelligentits, 
Catholicam communionem reliquiſſe. Et fi ipfi Miniſtri Catholicorum Regulas in 


| Concilir, preſertim in Tridentino fundatas, abſque paſſione ſerutarentuy, procul- 
Aubio, ex Dei auxilio, ad ſanfFam redirent unitatem ; & diſcurrens per ſingulas © 


controverſias ſuaviter, ſed palmarie id exequitur. Datum in Conventu Sanforum 
XII, Apoſtolorum. Rome die 25.FJulii 16715 


_ F. LAURENTIUS DE LAURE A MIN. CONVENTU ALIS. 


The Approbation of the Abbot Stephen Grads. 

EGI diligenter, &- ſtudios? egregium ſummi Viri Facobi Benigni Condomenſis 
| Þ Antiſtitis Opus, in ſermonem Italicum fideliter eleganterque converſumt, quo. 
Dofrina Eccleſie breviter, enucleat?, luculenter exponitur. Indeque ſic affetus 
@nims diſceſſi, ut legentes optima queque, atque 8 ſana, doftrina, & ſumma ratio- 
we optime parata, ſolent diſcedere, nt non alia ſe difuros, nec aliter Iocuturos, {i 
ad ſcribendum de talibus ſe contuliſſent, exiſtiment. Super omnia vero me cepir 
Scriptoris, ut ita dicam, ſobrietas in deleFu rerum, quas promit, dum circumcifis 
gue lites extendere, &- meliori cauſe invidiam conflare uata ſunt, ipſam wveritatis 
arcem capeſſit, tutamque, & inacceſſam preſtat ; totus in ree conſtituendo contro- 
werſie fatu, quam ea re dijudicatu facilem, &> expeditam efficit. Hunc itaque 
Hbrum, ff me audient, quib#us concordi Eccleſia Chriſtiana, & ſalva ſua ipſorum 
anima pu eft, diurna noturnaque manu verſare non deſinent ; neque non fieri 
poteſt ne eos diverſa a Fidg orthodoxa ſentire non pigeat, pudeatque. 

Ita ſentio ego STEPHANUS GRADIUS S. Congr. Indicis Conſultor, & Bib- 

lioth. Vatic. Pref. 
Imprimatur fs videbitur Reverendifſ. P.S, P. Apoſt. Magiſtro, J. DE ANGELIS, 

Archiep. Urb. Viceſger. 

Imprimatur, F. RAIMUNDUS CAPISUCCUS, Ord. Prad, S. P. A. Magiſter. 


'The Brief of our Holy Father Pope Innocent the XI. 


Enerabilis Frater, ſalutem &> Apoſtolicam benedifFionem. Libellus de Cathi- 
lice Fidei Expoſitione a fraternitate tus compoſitus, nobiſque oblatus, ea doFri- 

»a eaque methodo ac prudentia ſcriptus eft, ut perſpicua brevitate legentes doceat, 
& extorquere poſſit, etiam ab invitis, Catholice weritatis confeſſionem. Itaqiie 
non ſolim a nobis commenaari, ſe ab omnibas legi, atque in pretio haberi meretnr. 
Ex eo ſane non mediocres in orthodoxe Fidei propagationem, que nos previpue curn 
intentos ac ſolicitos, havet, utilitates reaundaturas, Deo bene juvante, confidimus : 
ac vetus interim noftra de tua virtute ac pietate opinio comprobatur, magno cum 
incremento ſpei jampridem ſuſcept.e fore ut inſljtutioni tue creditus, eximaa, hoc 
eſt paterna, avitaque preditus indole DELPHINUS, eam a te hauriat diſciplinam, 
qua maxime informatum eſſe decet Thriſtianiſſimi Regis filium, in quem una cun 
frorentiſſimo regno, Catholice Religions defenſio perventura eſt : Iaque perenni cum 
Regis ipſius decore, qui Fraternitatem tuam inter tot egregios viros, quibus G1/- 
lia abundat, ad opus potiſimum elegit, in quo publice falicitatys fundamenta jace- 
reutur ; cum divino diceamuy Oraculo, patris gloriam effe filium ſapientem. Tu 
perge alacriter in incehto, ad quod incitare te, preter alia, maguopere debet, qu: 
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Jam appavet Iaborum, atqne induftrie tue frafus, Audimus enim o& quidem ev 
omnium ſermone, ac magno cum animi noſtri ſolatio inter tot prementia mala au- 
dimus, DELPHINUM ipſum magno ad omnem wvirtutem impetu ferri, & paria 
pietatis atque ingenii documenta prebere ; Illud tibi pro certo affirmamus, nulls in 
re devincire te arfius poſſe paternam noſtram erga re voluntatem, quam in regio 


. adoleſcente bonis omnibus, &* Rege maxime dignis artibus imbuendo, ut u adulta 


poſtea tate, Barbaras gentes & Chriſtiani nominu inimicas, quas Parentem in- 
clytum readita Europe pace; & tran/latis in Orientem invittu armu Imperio lats 
ſus adjeFurum ſperamus, vittor &f ipſe ſanFiſſimu legibus, moribuſque componat. 
Devotionem interim atque obſervantiam quam erga ſanitam hanc Seadem, noſque ip- 
ſos, quia in ea Cathalice Eccleſia immerito preſidemus, tue ad nos litere luculen- 
ter aeclarant, mutuz charitatts affeFu completimur, cujus profetFd in occaſionibus 
que ſe dederint Fraternitati tue argumenta non deerunt, tibique Apoftolicam bene= 
aitinmem peramanter impertimur. Datum Rome, apud S. Petrum ſub annulo Pif- 
catoris, die 4. Fanuarii 1679, Pontificatus noſlri anno 3. MARIUS SPINULA, 
And on the out-lide, Yenerabili Fratri Jacobo, Epiſcopo Gondomenfi. 


The foregoing Teſtimonies rendred Engliſh. 


A Letter from his Eminence the Cardinal BONA of happy Memory, to his 
Eminence the Cardinal de BUILLON. 


Y Have receiv*d the R. Biſhop of Condoms Book, which your Eminence 

did me the Honor to ſend me; and as I am ſenſible of the Quality 
of this Favour, and eſteem my ſelf much honored by it ; ſo I render 
you my moſt cordial thanks, as well for the Prefent, as for the care you 
take to encreaſe my Library. I have read it with a particular attenti= 
on; and becauſe your E. tells me, there are ſome who accuſe it of ſome 
failings, I endeavour'd expreſly to obferve in what it might be wor- 
thy of reprehenſion. But really I could not hind any thing in it, but 
matter of great Commendation ; ſeeing, without entring into the 


more dithcult penons in Controverſie, he makes uſe of a moſt inge- 


nious, eafie, and familiar manner, and of a Method, as I may fay, 


Geometrical, to convince the Calviniſts by common and approved 


Principles, and to force them to confeſs the Catholic Faith. | | 
I can afſure your E. I found, in reading it, a Satisfaction which I 


cannot expats, and I am not aſtoniſhed rhat ſome have found faulr 


with it ; for alt Works great, and above the common level, find Per- 
ſons ſtil] to contradi&t them. But Truth prevails in the End,- and the 
quality of rhe Tree is known by the Fruit. I congratulate with the 
Author, who has by this Work given us an Eflay of his great Talents, 
and may by many others render conſiderable Service to the Church, 
Rome, Fan. 19. 1672. 


PR 
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A Letter from Cardinal SIGISMOND CHIGI, of happy Memory, to the 
Abbot of DANGEAU. 


I Have received, together with your Letter, the Expoſition of the Ca- 
tholic DoCtrine, compos'd by the Biſhop of Condom. I have found 
it full of Erudition, and ſo much the more proper to Convert Heretics, 
45 it preſſes them with lively Reaſons, without any Bitterneſs. I made 
mention of it to the Reverend Father, Maſter of the Sacred Palace, and to 
the Secretary of the Congregation del” Indice: T underſtood that no bo- 
dy had ſpoken againſt it ro theſe Fathers, who fecmed to me, on the 
contrary, full of Eſteem for this Work. I difcourſed of it likewiſe to 
the Cardinals of the Congregatzon, and amonglt all the reſt, I found 


Cardinal Brancas much enclined to praife the Author, and ejteem the 


Book. So that I doubt not but M. de Condom will receive here the ſame 


 approbation, which has been given him every where elſe, and which is 


ſo legitimately due both to his Learning, and his Labour. I am very 
no, obliged to you for having given me the means of admiring him, 
and have perceived in this, your old and ordinary goodneſs. The Au- 
thor is cloſe in his Proofs, and explicates very clearly the SubjcEt he 
treats on, in ſhewing the true difference betwixt the belief of Catholics, 


and that of the Enemtes of the Church. 1 do not think the Method he 


takes to explicate the Doctrine taught in the Council of Trent, can in the 
leaſt be diſapprov'd ; this Method having been practiſed by many other 
Writers, and being handled throughout his whole Book, with great 
Exactneſs. Certainly it was never his Intention to give the Interpreta- 
tion of the 'Tenets of the Council, but only to deliver them in his 
Book, rightly explicated, in fuch fort that Heretics may be convinc'd, 
and eſpecially in thoſe things which the Holy Church obliges them to 
believe. He ſpeaks perfectly well of the Popes Authortty, and where- 
ever he treats of the vilible Head of the Church, he appears full of rc- 
ſpcct for the Holy See. * In fine, 1 mult tell you once again, M. de Cori 


dom cannot be too much commended, &c. Rome, April 5. 1672. 


A Letter from the Reverend Father HY ACINTHUS LIBELLI, at that 


time Maſter of the Sacred Palace, and now Archbiſhop of Avignon, to the 
Cardinal SIGISMOND CHIGI1. 


Have read Ms de Condoms Book, which contains an Expoſition of the 

Dodtrine of the Church. I am extreamly indebted to your Emi- 
nence for giving me the opportunity of employing four hours fo profi- 
tably, od with ſo much Pleaſure. Ir is impoſſible for me to expreſs 
how much this Work has pleaſed me, both for the peculiar Excellence 
of the Deſign, and for the Proofs which correfj'ond to it. The Do- 
Erine-is ſound inall its parts; and without the ſmalleſt ſhadow of a fault. 
As tor my felt, I cannot ſee what con be objeRed againſt it 3 and if the 
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Author would have the Book Printed at Rome, T will give all the 
neceſſary Approbations, withour changing a ſingle Word, This Au- 
thor, who = a great deal of Wit, has ſhown a great deal of Judgment 
too in this "Treatiſe, where, laying aſide Diſputes, which ordinarily 
ſpeaking do bur encreaſe Diſſentions, it being rare to find any who 
will grant the Preheminence of Wit to their Companions, he has 
found out another, and more caſte Method of treating with the Cat 
viniſts, from which much better Fruit may be expected. In effect, 
as ſoon as they can be brought to lay aſide that horror which they have 
ſucked in with their Milk, againſt our .T'enets, they come more will- 
ingly towards us, and diſcovering the infincerity of that-DoErine 
which they Learn'd from their Maſters, the Principal Maxim of which 
is, T hat our Doctrines are horrid and incredible, they apply themſelves, 
with more tranquility of Mind, to ſearch into Catholic Verities. 

This is what they nwſt be carefully exhorted to, ſince there is no 

better Method to make them renounce their Errors ; and your Em 
nence had great reaſon when you lately faid, That Catholic Truth 
will always be victorious in the Mind of every man of Senſe, who will 
only without prejudice conſider it. in Compariſon with Herelte. I rake 
the Liberty to write this long Diſcourſe to your Eminence, not being 
able to contain within my felt the Pleafure, which the Reading of this 
Book, you have been pleaſed to let me have, has afforded me. I beg 
your Eminence will continue the like Favours to me, &c. Rome, 26 
April, 1672. 


A Letter from the Biſhop and Prince of PADERBORNE, at that time 
Coadjutor, and now Biſhop of Munſter, to the Author. 


JH moſt Chriſtian King, when he entruſted to you the Inſtruction 
and Education of his Son, born to ſo much Greatneſs, did by his 
Judgement alone fſuftciently recommend your Knowledg, and your 
lerit to all the World, and all Poſterity : Yes you have given a hew 
Laitre to your Reputation, and to the Chriſtian Doctrine, by an im- 
mortal Monument of your Worth; I would fay, by that moſt Excel- 
lent Book, whoſe Title is, 4 Expoſitian of the Dof&rine of the Cathelic 
Church, which has not only Dine the vaſt applauſe of Catholics , but 
jorced the Heretics theniſelves to give deſerved Praiſes to your Judge- 
ment, and Erudition. In this molt admirable Treatiſe, there appears 
2 moſt incredible facility to unfoid the moſt difficult, the moſt ſub ime, 
and moſt Divine things; and at the fame time a moſt winning Candor, 
and a truly Chriſtian Charity, and Bounty, ' capable to draw with 
{ſweetneſs all thoſe who are ſet in Darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of Death, 
and to enlighten, and conduct them into the way of Peace.: Infomuch 
that -you ſeem to bechofen amonglit the Biſhops, to reduce the Enemies 
of Catholic Faith under the caſte Yoak of Truth. To the end 
| therefore 
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therefore the effeCts of this great work might be the more extended , 
and might ſpead it ſelf throughout all Germany, and amongltt other 
Nations, I had formed to my ſelf a deſign of having it put into 
Latin ; but after having read your Letter of the 2.4+h. of April, I had 
a doubt whether I ought to proceed any farther in it, or quit my 
deſign, becauſe I perceived you were as perte& a Maſter of the Latin 
Tongue, as of the French; and that you writ it with fo much Purity, 
that if any other ſhould undertake to tranſlate your Works, inſtead 
of adorning thoſe curious Products of your Wit, he might on the 
Contrary diſcredit them. You ought the rather therefore to be defired 
to ow what you have publiſhed your ſelf in Latin. But ſeeing that 
perhaps you have not leiſure, and, if you had, it would be much hetter 
you ſhould be employed in the Compoſition of more new Works, than 
in the 'Tranſlation of thoſe you have already Compoſed ; becauſe you 
admit of it, I will haſten him, to whom I have committed it, to 
finiſh what he has begun ; and will ſend you the Verſion of your own 
Book, that you may review and Correct it your felt, What remains 
for me, is always infinitely to Honor your V ertue and Learning, and * 
to make it my endeavour to cultivate that Friendſhip, which my care 
of the Verſion, and your Bounty have given ſo favourable a beginning 
to. Continue {till to love me, moſt worthy Prelate, who ſerve the 
Church ſo well, and while you give the Dauphin {o many excellent 
inſtructions, contrive for me a place in the remembrance and affection 
of ſo greata Prince. Give, if you pleaſe, my molt humble Service to 
the Duke de Montayfier. In my Caſtle, at the Confluence of the Lippe, 
' the Padere, and the Aliſe, the 29th. of May, 1673. 


A Letter from the Reverend Father RAIMUNDUS CAPISUCCHI , 
Maſter of the Sacred Palace, to the Author. .' | 


AF ter having admired with all others ſo ſublime a deſert as yours ; I 
muſt alſo ſhew the particular Inclination I have to ſerve you, 
occaſioned by that excellent and learned Work you have Compoled 
for the defence of the Catholic Faith, and which has beaw lately 
Tranſlated into Izalian, for its farther ſpreading. I am indebted to you 
an infinite acknowledgmenr for having afforded me an occaſion of 
rendring you ſome Service ; we are all of us here in great expeCtation 
of the Publiſhing of this excellent piece, that we may enjoy the Fruits 
of yoyr Labours. No body will have a greater hodation than my 
tal, who do, and ſhall always feel an ardent deſire to render my ſelf 
worthy of the Honor of your Commands. I end with aſluring you of 
my reſpects. Rome. 5 N Zune wh rear | 
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The Approbations of the Roman Edition, Anno 16798. 


The Approbation of Signor MICHEL ANGELO RICCH, Secretary to the 
Congregation of I. and H. R. and Conſultor of the Holy Office. 


Hat the Council of Trens has with great care performed, in 

making an entire ſeparation betwixt Articles of Faith, Opinions, 
and Diſputes of the Schools; and explicating the fame DoCtrines of 
Faith in more clear and fignificant 'Terms; what Tertullian had for- 
merly done, in condemning the departure of Heretics from the 
Church by ſeveral Preſcriptions ; whar others have practiſed, whilſt 
they ingenuouſly combated Heretics by their own Principles and Rules ; 
the ſame has the Right Reverend Fames Benign Boſſuer Biſhop of 
Condom performed in this Work, in a clear and ſhort Method | 
proper to perſwade 3 manifeſting to us the admirable parts of the 
Author. Which work being now for the convenience of the Italians, 
elegantly Tranſlated out of French, into our Mother Language, I 


wy worthy to be Printed and Publiſhed. Rome. Auguſt the 5th. 
1678. | 


The Approbation of the Reverend Father LAURENCE BRANCATI de 
LAUREA, of the Congregation of Conliſt. T. Rites; Viſit. Conſultor 


and Qualificator of the Holy Office, and Bibliothecarian of the Vatican Libra« 
7y, GC. a ES 


I Eſteem moſt worthy its being publiſhed the little Treatiſe or 
Diſcourſe, Printed in French and ſeveral other Languages , and at. 
preſent Tranſlated out of French into Tralian, in which the moſt 
Illuſtrious Fames Benign Boſſuet Biſhop and Lord of Condom does force-. 
ably combat in a Noble, Grave, and Solid Stile, the Miniſters of 
the Pretended Reform'd Religion and their followers,. as well by the 
common and fundamental Rules of the Church, as. by their own 
Principles; ſhowing, that it is not Catholics, as thoſe Miniſters 1ma- 
gine,. Far the Minitters themſelves, who by drawing unnatural Con- 
ſequences, have receeded from thoſe 'Tenets which are Common to 
them and us, and by taking the Scriptures and Councils in a wrong 


Senſe, have ſeparated themſelves from the Catholic Church. But if + 


they would examin without Paſſion the Rules of Catholics, 
grounded upon their Councils, and eſpecially upon that of Tren, 
they would without doubt, by the Grace of God, return again to 
a Holy Unity : All which this Author ſhows them in a moſt plea-- 
fing, and no lefs convincing manner, running through all the points. 
of Controverſie. Given in the Convent of the "Twelve Apoſtles at 
Rome, the 25. Fuly, 1678. 
F. Laurentius dg Laurea, Min, Comventualgs. 
The - 


(53) 
The Approbation of the Abbot Stephen Gradi.. 


I Have with diligence and application Read the excellent Work 
of the Lord: Fames Benign Boſſuet,, Biſhop of Condom, faithfully and 
elegantly Franſlated into 1talian, where the Doctrine of the Church 
is explicated after a manner both conciſe, clear; and full. And ir 
wrought the fame Impreſſion in me , which ordinarily thoſe 
nobler ſort of Writings, which are the Products of a ſound DoR-- 
' . rine and folid Reaſon, do in their Readers, when they are con-- 

vinc'd they could not have faid any thing more to the purpoſe, nor: 
ſpoken otherwiſe, it they had undertaken to write of the ſame 
Subject. But what Tranſported me the moſt was that Wiſdom and 
Moderation of the Author in the choice of thoſe things which he 
aſſerts ; he retrenches all thoſe things which ſerve only to lengthen: 
Diſputes, and render a good Cauſe edious, and betakes himfelf to. 
Truth alone, as to a ſtrong hold, which he renders not only ſecure: 
but inacceſlable : Applying himſelf wholly to eſtabliſh the true ſtate 
of. the Queſtion, which by that means is rendred clear and eaſe to 
be. judged of. Upon which account, all thoſe, it they will believe: 
me, who are concerned for the Peace of the Church, or the Salvation 
of their Souls, ought day and night to turn over this Book ; and it is. 
impoſſible, but ir ſhould produce in them both ſhame and ſorrow, for 
holding Tenets, contrary to the Orthodox Faith. 

I am of this Opinion, 


St. G. Conſultor of the Congregation de L* Trndice,.. P: efe8 of the Vati-- 
can Library. 


Let it be Printed, if it ſo pleaſe the very Reverend Father, Maſter 


of - the Sacred Apoſtolic Palace.. F..de Angels Archiep. Urb. Viceſger.. 
Let it be Printed,. 


F. Raimundus Capiſuccus Ord. Pred. S. P. A. Magiſter.. 


The 
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Mis. Cs 2 
The Brief of our Holy Father 
POPE INNOCENT XI. 


Enerable Brother, Healthand Apoſtolical BenediQion. 
Your Book of the Expoſition of the Catholic Faith, - 

lately preſented to Us, contains ſuch Doctrine, and is com- 
poſed in ſuch a Method, and with ſo much Prudence, that 
itis thereby. rendred proper to inſtru the Readers clearly 
in few Words, and to extort, even from the unwilling, 
a Confeſſion of the Catholic Faith. For which Reaſons 
We do not only think it worthy Our Commendation, but 
alſo to be read and eſteem'd by all. We hope, this Work, 
by the Grace of God, will bring forth much Fruit, and 
will not a little help to propagate the Orthodox Faith, 
which is Our continual Care, and principal Solicitude. 
And in the interim, We are more and more confirm'd in'* 
that good Opinion we have always had of your Vertue and 
Piety, and We feel an Increaſe of thoſe Hopes which We 
had long ſince formed in Our Selves, of the Education of 
the Dauphin of France, and that He who is 1ntruſted to 
your Care, and endowed with Inclinations worthy the 
King His Father, and all His Anceſtors, will receive from 
you thoſe Inſtructions which are proper to the Son of a 
Moſt Chriſtian King, whoſe Birth entitles him both to fo 
Flouriſhing a Kingdom, and at the ſame time to be a Pro- 
tector of the Catholic Religion. And this King, who has 
choſen you amongſt ſo many Great Men, with which 
France flouriſhes at this time, to ſo great a Province, as is 
the laying the Foundations of a Public Happineſs, will no 
doubt receive an Eternal Glory from the good Succeſs of 
your Care, according to that Oracle of Scripture which 
tells us, That a wiſe Son is the Glory of his Father. Conti- 
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nue then to go forwards cheartully in ſo important a Work, 
eſpecially ſince you have before your Eyes ſuch mighty 
Fruits ot your Induſtry. For We hear, and that from all 
Parts, and We cannot but feel an Exceſs of Joy and Conſo- 


lation, amidſt Our many Troubles, when We hear, how 


this young Prince 1s carried on to Vertue with a Noble 
Fervour, and daily gives new Teſtimonies of Prudence and 
of Piety. This We can aſſure you, That nothing 1s capa- 
ble of endearing Our Paternal Aﬀection to you more, 


than thus to employ your utmoſt Care to inſpire into this 


young Prince's Mind thoſe Maxims which make a mighty 
King ; that in a riper Age, being Happy and Victorious 
like the King his Father, he may regulate by Holy Laws, 
and reduce to Chriſtian Manners, Barbarous Nations, and 
Enemies of the Name of Chri{tiav, as We hope to {ſee 
them ſhortly ſubdu'd to the Empire of this Great King, 
ſince Peace being reſtored to Europe, he has ſo fair an Op- 
portunity to transfer his Vi&torious Arms into the Zafe. 
To conclude, Aflure your ſelf, the Submiſſion and Reſpect 
which your Letters ſhow you tq have towards the Apo- 
ſtolic See, and Us, who now poſleſs it, tho' unworthy, tor 
the Government of the Catholic Church, find in Us a mu- 
tual AﬀeC&tion ; the Teſtimonies of which, you ſhall per- 
ceive, when any Occaſion ſhall preſent it ſelf. With a fin- 
cere Aﬀection We give you Our Apoſtolic Benedicion. 
Given at Rome, at St. Peters, under the Fiſher's Ring, the 
Fourth of January, 1679. the Third year of Our Pope- 
dom, Signed MARIVS SPINULA ; and orr the out- 
ſide, To Our Venerable Brother, James Biſhop of Condom. 
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